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JOHN MILTON. 



Three Poets in three distant aees born, 
Greece, Italy, and Fjigland did adorn ; 
The first in loftiness c^thoagfat surpassed. 
The next in dignity, in both the last, 
The force of nature conld no further go 
To make a third, she join'd the former two. 

Dnfim, 
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zars OF JOBM miIiTon. 



From a family and town of his name in Oxfordshire, oar 
uuthor derived his descent; but he vras bom at London, in 
the year 1603. His father, John Milton, by profession a scnv- 
ener, lived in a reputable manner on a competent estate, en- 
tirely his own acquisition, having been early disinheiited by 
liis parents for renouncing the communion of the church of 
Rome, to which they were zealously devoted. 

Qur author was the favorite of his father's hopes, who, to 
cultivate the great genius which early displayed itself was 
at the expense of a domestic tutor ; whose care and capaci- 
ty his pupil hath gratefully celebrated in an excellent Latin 
elegy. At his initiation he is said to have applied himself to 
letters with such indefatigable industry, that he rarely was 
prevailed upon to quit lus studies before midnight : which 
not only made him frequently subject to severe pains in the 
head, but likewise occasionedthe weakness in his eyes, which 
terminated in a total privation of sight. From a domc^c 
education he was removed to St. Paul's school, to complete 
his acquaintance with the classics, under the care of Dr. 
Gill ; and afler a short stay there, was transplanted to 
Christ College in Cambridge, where he distingmshed himself 
in all kind'? of academical exercises. Of this society he con- 
tinued a member till he commenced Master of Arts ; and 
then, leaving the University, he returned to his father, who 
liad quitted the town and fived at Horton in Buckingham- 
shire, where he pursued his studies with unparalleled assidu- 
ity and success. 

Afler some years spent in this studious retirement, his 
mother died, and then he prevailed with his father to gratify an 
inclination he had long entertained of seeing foreign coun- 
tries. Sir Henry Wotton, at that time provost of Eton Col- 
lege, gave him a letter of advice for the direction ofhis trav- 
els. Having employed his curiosity about two years in 
France and I&ly, on the newsof acivil war breaking out in 
England, he returned, without taking a survey of Greece and 
SicSy, as at his setting out the scheme was projected. At 
jPai:i9 t^e Lord Viscount Schudamore, ambassador from 



4 LIPB OF JOHN MILTOK. 

King Charles L at the court of France, introduced hhn to 
the acquaintance of Grotius, who at that time was honored 
with the same character there by Christiana, Queen of Swe- 
den. In Rome, Genoa, Florence, and other cities of Italy, he 
contracted a familiarity with those who were of highest repu* 
tation for wit and learning, several of whom gave him very 
obliging testimonies of their friendship and esteem. 

Returning from his travels, he found England on the point 
of being involved in blood and confusion. He retired to 
lodgiafls provided for him in the city ; which being commo- 
dious for the reception of his sister^s sons, and some other 
young gentlemen, he undertook their education. 

la this philosophical course he continued, without a wife, 
till the year 1643, when he married Mary, the dau^ter 
of Richard Powel, of Forest hill in Ozfordsmre, a gentleman 
0^ estate and reputation in that county, and of pnneiples so 
very opposite to lus son-in-law that tne marriage is more to 
be wondered at than the separation which ensued, in little 
more than a month after she had cohabited with him in Lon- 
don. Her desertion provoked him both to write several 
treatises concerning tne doctrine and discipline of divorceu 
and also to pay his addresses to a youns lady of great wit and 
beauty ; but before he had engaged ner aflfections to con- 
dudethe marriage treaty, in a visit at one of his relations, he 
found his wife prostrate before him, imploring forgiveness 
and reconciliation. It is not to be doubted but an inter- 
view of that nature, so little expected, must wonderfolly af- 
fect him ; and perhaps the impressions it made on his imagi- 
natiooy contributed much to the painting of that pathetic 
scene in Paradise Lost, in which Eve addresses herself to 
Adam for pardon and peace. At the intercession of his 
friends, who were present, after a short reluctance, he gener- 
ously sacrificed all his resentment to her tears. 
I " Soon his heart relented 
Towards her, his life so late, and sole delight. 
Now at his feet submissive in distress." 
And after this re-union, so far was he fiom retaining any 
unkind memory of the provocations which he had received 
from her ill conduct that when the king's cause was entirely 
suppressed, and her father^ who had been active in his loyalty, 
was exposed to sequestrations, Milton received both him ana 
hisfanuly to protection and free entertainment, in his own 
house, till thieir affiurs were accommodated by lus interest 
in the victorious faction. 

A commission to constitute him Adjutant General to Sir 
William Waller, was promised, but soon superseded, by Wal- 
ler's being laid aside, when his masters thought it proper 
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to new modd their anuy. However, the keenneis of hif pen 
had 80 eflectuallv recommended him to Cromwell's esteem ; 
that when he took the reins of government into his own hand, 
he advanced him to the Latin Secretary, both to himself and 
the Parliament ; the tbrmer of these preferments he enjoyed 
both under the usurper and his son, the other until King 
Charles II. was restored. For some time he had an apart^ 
nient for his family at Whitehall : but his health reqmring 
afreer accession of air, he was obliged to remove thmce to 
lodgings which opened into Su James* Park. Not long after 
his settlement toere his wife died in childbed, and much 
about the time of her death, a gutta serena wnich had for 
aeveral years been gradually increasing, totally extineuish- 
ed his si^ht. In tbds melancholy condition, he was easiW pre- 
vailed with to think of taking another wife, who was Cath- 
arine, the daughter of Captain Woodcock, of Hackney ; and 
she too, in less than a year after their marriage, died in the 
same unfortunate manner as the former haddone ; and in 
his twenty«third sonnet he does honor to her memory. 

Being a second time a widower, he employed his friend 
Dr. Paset to make choice of a third consort, on whose rec- 
ommendation he married £hzabeth, the daughter of Mr. Min- 
shul, a Cheshire gentleman, by whom he had no issue. Three 
daughters, by his firsl wife, were then living ; the two elder 
of whom are said to have been very serviceable to him in 
his studies ; for bavins been instructed to pronounce not 
only the modem, but also the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew lan- 
guages, they read in their respective originals, whatever au- 
UK>rs he wanted to consult, though they understood none but 
their mother-tongue. 

We come now to take a survey of him in that point of view, 
in which he will be looked upon by all succeeding ages with 
equal ddight and admiration. An interval of atwut twenty 
years had elapsed since he wrote the Mask of Comus, L'AJU 
legro, IL Penseroso, and Lycidas, all in such an exquisite 
strain, that, though he had left no other monuments of his ge- 
nius hehind him, his name had been immortal ; but neither 
the inlimiities of age and constitution, nor the vicissitudes 
of fortune, could depress the vigor ofhis mind, or divert it from 
executing a design he had long conceived of writing a heroic 
poem. The falTof man was a subject that he had spme years 
before fixed ^n for a tragedy, which he intended to form by 
the models of antiquity ; and some, not without probability, 
say, the play opened with that spec^ch in the fourUi book of 
Paradiae Losty line 32, which is addressed by Satan to the 
sun. Were it material, I believe! could produce other pas- 
sageSy which more plainly appear to have been originally 
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10 ON PARADISfl LOST. 

So that no room is here for writers left, 
But to detect their ignorance or theft. 

That majesty which through thy work doth reign^ 
Draws the devout, deterring the pro&ne ; 
And things divine thou treat'st of in such state. 
As' them preserves, and thee, inviolate, 
At once delight and horroron us seize. 
Thou sing'st with so much gravity and ease ; 
And above human flight dost soar aloft, 
VTiih plume so strongj so equal, and so soft ; 
The bird nam'd from that Paradise you sing 
So never flags, but always keeps on wing. 

Where could'st thou words of such a compass find ? 
Whence furnish such a vast expanse of mind? 
Just heaven thee like Tiresias to requite^ 
Rewards with prophecy thy loss of sight 

Well migh'st thou scorn thy readers to allure 
With tinkling rhyme of thy own sense secure ; 
While the town-bays writes all the while and spells, 
And like a pack-horse, tires without his bells. 
Their fancies like our bushy points appear, 
The poets tag them, we for fiishion wear. 
I, too, transported by thy mode commend. 
And while 1 mean to praise thee, must oflfend,. 
Thy verse created, like thy theme subUme, 
)h number, weight, and measure, needs not rhyme. 

ANDREW MARTEtL. 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK I. 



Thiflrst book proposes, first, in brief, thev>holesubjeei,fnm^$ 
dU(^edience, and the loss thereupon of Paradise toherem hewoB 
piaced. Then touches the prime cause qfhis fall, the serpenL 
or rather Satan, in the serpent ; who revoUingfrcm Ood, tma 
drawing to his side mmvy legufM <if angds, wasby the eommand 
^Ood drioen out of heaven with all his crew into the great doef* 
Which action passed oner, the poem hastens into the midat ^ftkbugt, 
presenting Satan wUh his angels now fatten into heUfduarSed 
here,natinthecen»t,j9r heaven and easrih mau bt snfpotedaa 
yet not made, cefiainty not yet aeeunedjnd fHmfUieeofvtter 
darkness, iUkest eaUed Chaos. Here Satan wOk his tmgdt 
tying an the burning lake, tkunder'jBtnick and ationidted t^tor 
a certain space rtconers, asfromeot^uuM, eatts up kbn who next 
in order and dignity lay by Mm, they coiner of their nAserMifeSk 
Satan awakens tU his legions,who lay (ifl theninthe same man' 
ner corrfoundedi they rise ; their numbers, array <fbaMe^ their 
chief leaders named, according to the idols known afterwarda 
in Canaan, and the countries adjoining. To these Satan di- 
rects his speech, comforts them vHth hope yet of regaining heaeen : 
butttUs themkuUy of anew world, andnew land of creature tobe 
created; according to an ancient prophecy or rqmrt in heaoen; 
for that angda were long before this viawle creation, was the 
fpimon of many ancientfathers. Tofind out th/: truth ofthisproph* 
ecy , and what to determine thereon, he refers to a fidl couneiL 
What his assodiAes then attempt. Pandemonium, the palace tf 
Satan, rises, mtddeniy cut qf the deep: the v^fhuudpeen there 
sUincmmcU. 



PARADISE LOST, 



BOOK X. 

\>F man's first disobedience, and the fruit^ 
Of that forbiddeo tree^ whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the worlds and all our wo, 
With loss of Eden, till 'one greater Man 
EeslfiiS m^ and regain the blissCiil seat, 
Sing heayeoly Mose 1 that on the secret top 
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire 
That shepherd, who first taught the chosen seed, 
In the beginning how the Heavens and Earth 
Rose out of Chaos. Or if Sion hill 
Delight thee more, and Siloa's brook that flow'd 
Fast by the oracle of God ; I thence 
Invoke thy aid to my advenfrous song, 
That with no middle flight intends to soar 
Above the Aonian mount, while it pursues 
Things unattempted yet in prose or rhyme. 

And chiefly thou, O Spirit 1 that dost prefer 
Before all temples the upright heart and pure, 
Instruct me, for thou know'st: thou fix>m the first 
Wast present, and with mighty wings outspread, 
Dove-like sat'st brooding on the vast abyss, 
And mad'st it pregnant ; what in me is dark, 
lUmnine ; what is low, raise and support | 
That to the heighth of this great argument 
I may assert eternal Providence, 
And justify the ways of God to man. 

Say first, (for Heaven hides nothingfrom thy vieW; 

Nor the deep tract of Hell,) say first, what cause 

B 
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Mov'd our grand parents, in that bappy statey 

Farored of Heaven so highly^ to fall off 

From their Creator, and transgress his will, 

For one restraint, lords of the world besides ? 

Who first sednc'd them to I3iat fouf revolt? 

The infernal serpent! he it was, whose guile, 

Stirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceiv'd 

The mother of mankind, what time his pride 

Had cast him out from Heaven, with all his host 

Of rebel Angels ; by whose aid aspiring 

To set himself in glory above his peers, 

He trusted to have equall'd the Most High, 

If he oppos'd ; and, with ambitious aim 

Against th^ throne and monarchy of God, 

Rais'd imfHous war in Heaven, and battle proud", '^ 

With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power j 

Hurl'd headlong flaming firom the ethereal sky» } 

With hideous ruin and combustion, down 

To bottomless perdition; there to dwell 

In adamantine chains and penal fire, 

Who durst defy the Omnipotent to arms. 

Nine times the space that measures day and night 

To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 

Lay vanquished, rolling in the fiery gulf j 

Confounded though immortal : but bis doom 

Reserved him to more wrath ; for now the thought 

Both of lost happiness, and lasting pain. 

Torments him : round he throws bis baleful eyes 

That witnessed huge affliction and dismay 

Mix'd with obdurate pride and steadfast hate r 

At once, as far as Angel's ken, he views 

The dismal situation waste and wild : 

A dungeon horrible on all sides round 

As one great furnace flamed ; yet firom those flames 

No light ; but rather darkness visible 

Served only to discover sights of wo. 

Regions of sorrow, doleful diades, where peace 
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And rest can never dwell ; hope never comes 

That comes to all ; but torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 

With ever burning sulphur unconsumed: 

Such place Eternal Justice had prepared 

For those rebellious ; here their prison ordained 

in utter darkness, and their portion set 

As far removed from God and light of Heaven 

As from the centre thrice to the utmost pole. 

O, how unlike the place from whence they fell ! ' 

There the companions of his fall, overwhelmed 

With floods and whirlwinds of tempestuous fire, 

He soon discerns ,* and weltering by his side 

Omo next himself in power, and next in crime, 

Long after known in Palestine, and named 

Beelzebub. To whom the Arch-Enemy, 

And thence in Heaven cali'd Satan, with bold words 

Breaking the horrid silence, thus began : 

If thou be he ; but O how fallen J how«haiig'd 
From him, who, ta the na ppy ica hns of light, 
Clothed with transcendent brightness didst outshine 
Myriads though bright! If he whom mutual league, 
United thoughts and counsels, equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterprise, 
Join'd with me once, now misery hath join'd 
Jn equal ruin ! Into what pit thouseest, 
from what heighth fallen ; so much the stronger proved 
He with his thunder : and till then who knew 
The force of those dire arms? Yet not for those, 
Nor what the potent victor in his rage 
€an else inflict, do I repent or change. 
Though changed in outward lustre, that fix'd mind, 
And high disdain from sense of injured merit, 
That with the Mightiest raised me to contend. 
And to the fierce contention brought along 
Innumerable force of Spirits armM, 
t%at durst dislike his reign ; and, me preferring, 
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His utmost power with advene power opposed 

In dubiovs battle on the plains of Heiven, 

And shook his throne. What thou^ the fidd be loft? 

All is not lost ; the unconquerable wiH, 

And study of revenge, immortal hate, 

And courage never to submit or yield, 

And what is else not to be overcome; 

That glory never shall his wrath or might 

Extort from me. To bow and sue for grace 

With suppliant knee, and deify his power, 

Wh3 firom the terror of this arm so late 

Doubted his empire ; that were low indeed ; 

That were an igncmuny, and shame beneath 

This downikll ; since, by &te, the strength of God9 

And this empyreal substance cannot fait; 

Since through experience of this great event 

In arms not worse, in foresight much advanced^ 

We may with more successful hope resolve 

TowtLge,haf£cxtcAjsi^gjuie, eternal wa r 
Irreconcileable to ovr grand Foe, 

Who now triumphs, and, in the excess of joy 

Sole reigning, holds the tyranny of Heaven. 

Sd spake the apostate Angel, though in pain, 
Vaunting- aloud, but racked with deep despair : 
And him thus answered soon his bold compeer. 

O Prince, O Chief of many throned Powers, 
That led the embattled Seraphim to war 
Under thy conduct, and, in dreadful deeds 
Fearless endahger'd Heaven*s perpetual king, 
And put to proof his high supremacy. 
Whether upheld by strength, or chance, orfato ; 
Too well I see and rue the dire event, 
That with sad overthrow, and foul defeat, 
Hath lost us Heaven, and all this mighty host 
In horrible destruction thus laid low, 
As far as Gods and heavenly essences 
Can perish ; for the mind and spirit remains 
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InTincible, and vigor soon retums. 

Though all our gbry' extinct, and happy state 

Here swallow'd up m endless misery. 

But what if he our Conqueror, (whom I now 

Of force beUeve Almighty, since no less 

Than such could have o'erpower'd such force as oui®^) 

Have left us thus our spirit and strength entire 

Strongly to sufler and support our pains, 

That we may so suffice hk vengeful ire. 

Or do him mightier service as his thralls 

By right of war, whate'er his business be ; 

Here in the heart ofHeU to work in fire, 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep; 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 

Strength undiminish'd, or eternal being. 

To undergo eternal punishment?" 

Whereto with speedy words the Arch-Fiend replied: 

" Fallen Cherub ! to be weak is miseraUe, 
Doing or sufiering: but of this be sure. 
To do aught good will never be our task^ 
But ever to do ill our sole deUght, 
As being the contrary to his high will 
Whom we resist. If then his Providence 
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good, 
Our labor must be to pervert that end. 
And out of good still to fiitd means of evU : 
Which oft-times may succeed so as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and disturb 
His inmost counsels from their destined aim. 
But see ; the angry victor hath recallM 
His ministers of vengeance and pursuit 
Back to the gates of Heaven : the sulphurous hail. 
Shot afler us in storm, overblown, hath laid 
The tiery surge, that from tht precipice 
Of Heaven received us falling; and the thunder, 
VTmg^d with red lightning and impetuous rage. 

Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and ceases now 

B* 
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To bellow through the vast and boQndlesfi deep. . 

Let us uot slip the occasion, whether sconi, 

Or satiate fury, yield it from our Foe. 

Seest thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, 

The seat of desolation, void of light, 

Save what the glimmerings of these livid flames 

Casts pale and dreadful? Thither let us tend 

From offtbe tossings of Uiese fiery waves ; 

There rest, if any rest can harbor there, 

And, re-assembling our afflicted powere. 

Consult how we may henceforth most offend 

Our Enemy 5 our own losa how repair; 

How overcome thi«i dire calamity ; 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope ; 

If not, what resolution from despair." 

Thus Satan talking to his nearest mate 
With head up-lift above the wave, and eyes 
That sparkUng blazed ; his other parts besiides 
Prone en the flood, extended long and large, 
Lay floating many a rood ; in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of monstrous size, 

4"^^ ^ Titanian, or Earth-Bom, that warr'd on Jove ; 

^ Briareos or Typhon, whom the den 

By ancient Tarsus held ; or that sea-beast 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugest that swim tV ocean stream : 
Him, haply, slumbering on the Norway foam, 
The pilot of some small night-founder'd skifi* 
Deeming some island, ofl, as seamen tell. 
With fixed anchor in his scaly rind, 
Moors by his side under the lee, while night 
Invests the sea, and wished mom delays : 
So stretch'd out huge in length the Arch-Fiend lay, 
Cbain'd on the burning lake ; nor ever thence 
Had risen, or heaved his head ; but that the will 
And high permission of all-ruling Heaven 
Left him at large to his own dark designs ; 
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That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himself damnation, while he sought 

Evil to others ; and, enraged, might see 

How all his malice served but to bring forth 

Infinite goodness, grace, and mercy, shown 

On Man by him seduced ; but on himself 

Treble confusion, wrath, and vengeance, pour'd. 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty stature ; on each hand the flames. 

Driven backward, dope their pointing spires, and roHM 

In billows, leave in the midst a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he steers his flight ' 

Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air, 

That felt unusual weight ; till on dry land 

He fights, if it were land that ever bum'd 

With soUd, as the lake with liquid fire ; 

And such appeared in hue, as when the Sbtce 

Of subterranean wind transports a hill . . ^ 

Torn from Pelorus, or the shattered side f ^^* 'J^l 

Of thundering ^tna, whose combustible 

And fiiel'd entrails thence conceiving fire, 

Sublimed with mineral fury, aid the winds, 

And leave a singed bottom all involved 

With stench and smoke : such resting found the sole 
Of unbless'd feet. Him foUow'd his next mate : 
Both glorying to have 'scaped the Stygian flood 
As Gods and by their own recovered strength. 
Not by the suflferance of supernal Power. 

Is this the region, this the soil, the clime, 
Said then the lost Arch- Angel, this the seat 
That we must change for Heaven; this moumfiil gloom 
For that celestial light? Be it so! since he, 
Who now is Sov'reign, can dispose and bid 
What shall be right : farthest from him is best, 
Whom reason hath equall'd, force hath made supreme 
Above his equals. Farewell, happy fields. 
Where joy for ever dwells! Hafl, horrors! Hail, 



s^ 



30 PARA»M« LOST. ' [»00K h 

Infernal woild! And thou, profoimtot Hell, 
Receive thy new possesBor ! one wholuings 
A mind not to be changed by place or time : 
The mind is its own palace, and in itsdf . 
Can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell oC Heaven. 
What matter where, if I be still the same, 
A nd what I should be ; all but less than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater? Here at least 
We shall be free ; the Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy ; will not drive us hence : 
Here we may reign secure, and, in my choice, 
To reign is worth ambition, though in Hell : 
Better to reign in Hell than serve in Heaven ! 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends, 
The associates and copartners of our losiy 
Lie thus astonish'd on the oblinous pool, 
And call them not to share with us their part 
In this unhappy mansion : or once more 
With rallied arms to tiy, what may be yet 
Regained in Heaven, or what more lost in Hell ? 

So Satan spake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus answer'd : " Leader of those armies bright^ 
Which but the Omnipotent none could have foil'd ! 
If once they hear that voice, their liveliest pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard so ofl 
In worst ejfLtremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battle when it rag'd, in all assaults 
Their surest signal, they will soon resume 
New courage, and revive, though now they lie 
Grov'ling and prostrate on yon lake of fire, 
As we erewhile, astounded and amaz'd ; 
IN^o wonder, fallen such a pernicious heighth P' 

He scarce had ceased, when the superior Fiend 
Was moving toward the shore ; his pond'rous shield 
Stherial temper, massy, large, and round. 
Behind him cast ; the broad circumference 
Hung on his ahoulders like the moon, wI|osg orb 
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Through optic glass the Tuscan artist views 

At evening from the top of Fesole, 

Or in Valdarno, to descry new lands, 

Rivers, or mountans, on her spotty globe. 

His spear, <to equal which the tallest pine 

Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be < he mast 

Of some great admiral, were but a wand, ) 

He walk'd with, to support uneasy steps 

Over the burning marie, (not like those steps 

On Heaven's azure !) and the torrid clime 

Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with fire : 

Nathless he so endur'd, tiU on the beach 

Of that inflamed sea he stood, and call'd 

His legions, angel-fbrms, who lay entranc'd, 

Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the brooks 

In Yallambrosa, where the Etrurian shades, 

High over-arch'd, imbower ; or scattered sedge 

Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 

Hath vex'd the Red-Sea coast, whose waves o'erthrew 

Busiris, and his Memphian chivalry. 

While with perfidious hatred they pursu'd 

The sojourners aC Goshen, who beheld 

From the safe shore thmr floating carcasses, 

And broken chariot wheels: so thick bestrewn,^ 

Abject and lost lay these, covering the flood, 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 

He call'd so loud, that all the hollow deep 

Of Hell resounded ! '* Princes, Potentates, 

Warriors, the flower of Heaven ! once yours now lost, 

If such astonishment as this can seize 

Eternal Spirits : or have ye chosen this place 

After the toil of battle to repose 

Tour wearied virtue, for the ease you find 

To slumber here, as in the vales of Heaven? 

Or in this abject posture have ye sworn 

To adore the Conqueror ? who now beholds 

Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood, 
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With scattcr'd aims and ensigiui ; till anon 
His awifl pursuers from Heaven-gales discern 
The advantage, and descending tread us down 
Thus drooping ; or with linked thonderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf. 
Awake, arise, or be forever fallen!" 

They heard, and were abash'd, and op they sprang 
Upon the wing ; as when men wont to watch 
On duty, sleeping, found by whom they dread, 
Rouse and bestir themselves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
In which they were, or the fierce pams not feel ; 
Tet to their general's voice they 8o<m obey'd. 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's son, in Egypt's evil day, 
Wav'd round the^coast, up call'd a pitchy ciond 
Of locusts, warping on the eastern wind, 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh'hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile: 
So numberless w«re those had Angels seen, 
Hov'ring on wing under the cope of Hell, 
'Twizt upper, nether, and surrounding fires ; 
Till, as a signal given, the uplifted spear 
Of their great Sultan waving to direct 
Their course, in even balance down they li^t 
On the firm brimstone, and fill all the plain : 
A multitude, like which the populous North 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins, to pass 
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous sons 
Game like a deluge on the South, and spread 
Beneath Gibraltar and the Lybian sands. 
Forthwith from every squadron, and each band, 
The heads and leaders thither haste, where stood 
Their great Commander ; Godlike shapes and forms 
Excelling human; princely Dignities; 
And Power?, that erst in Heaven sat on thrones ; 
pjjH of thsir ijamoa in hsavealy records now 
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Be no memorial; blotted out tnd raz'd, 

By thdr rebellion, from the books of lile. 

Nor had they yet among the sons of Eve 

Got them new names ; 'till wand'ring o'er the earth 

Through God's high sntferance for the trial of man, 

By falsities and lies the greatest part 

Of mankind they corrupted, to forsake 

God their Creator and the invisible 

Glory of Him that made them, to transform 

Ofl to the image of a brute, adom'd 

With gay religions full of pomp and gold, 

And Devils to adore for Deities ; 

Then were they known to men by various names. 

And various idols through the Heathen world. 

Say Muse, their names then known ; who first who last, 
Rous'd from the slumber, on that fiery couch, 
At their great Emperor's call, as next in worth 
Came singly where he stood on the bare strand, 
While the promiscuous crowd stood.yet aloof? 
The chief were those who fi'om the pits of Hell 
Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix 
Their seats long after next the seat of God, 
Their altars by his altar, Gods ador'd 
Among the nations round, and durst abide 
Jehovah thund'ring out of Sion, thron'd 
Between the Cherubim ; yea, often plac'd 
Within his sanctuary itself their shrines. 
Abominations ; and with cursed things 
His holy rites and solemn feasts profan'd 
And with their darkness durst affront his light. 
First, Moloch, horrid king, besmear'd with blood 
Of human sacrifice, and parents' tears ; 
Though, for the noise of drums and timbrels loud 
Their children's cries unheard, that pass'd through fire 
To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 
Worsbip'd in Rabba, and her watery plain, 
In Argoby and in Basan, to the stream 
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Of utmost Arnon, Nor content with such 

Audacious neighborhood, the wisest heart 

Of Solomon he led by fraud, to build . 

His temple right against the temple -of God, 

On that opprobrious hill ^ and made his grove 

The pleasant valley of Hinnom, Tophet thrice 

And black Gehenna called, the type of HelL 

Next Chemos, the obscene dread (^Moab's sons. 

From Aroer to Nebo, and the wild 

Of southmost Abarim, in Hesebon 

And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 

The flowery dale of Sibma dad with vines; 

And Eleale to the Aaphaltick pool 2 

Peor his other name, when he entic'd 

Israel in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 

To do him wanton rites, which cost them woe. 

Yet thence his lustful orgies he enlarg'd 

Even to that hill of scandal, by the grove 

Of Meloch-homicide ; lust hard by hate; 

Till good Josiah drove them thence to HelL 

With these came they, who from the bordering flood 

Of old Euphrates to the brook that parts 

Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names 

Of Baalim and Ashtaroth ; those male. 

These feminine ; for Spirits, when they please. 

Can either sex assume, or both ; so soft 

And uncompouaded is their essence pure; 

Not tied or manacled with jomt or limb. 

Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones. 

Like cumbrous flesh ; but, in what shape they choose 

Dilated or condensed, bright or obscure, 

Can execute their aery purposes. 

And works of love or enmity fulfil. 

For those the race of Israel forsook 

Their living strength, and unfrequented left 

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 

To bestial gods ; for which their head? as low 
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Bow'd down in battle^ sunk before the spear * 

Of despicable foes, ^th these in troop A s/ f 

Came Astoreth, whom the Phoenicians call'd y' } ^ 

Astarte, queen of Heaven, with crescent horns -^ • 

To whose bright image nightly by the moon 

Sidonian virgins paid their vows and songs; 

In Sion also not unsung, where stood 

Her temple on the ofiensive moimtain, built 

By that uxorious king, whose heart, though largo 

Beguiled by fair idolatresses, fell 

To idols foul. Thannnuz came next behind, 

Whose annua] wound in Lebanon allured 

The Syrian damsels to lament his fate 

In amorous ditties all a smnmer's day; 

While smooth Adonis from his native rock 

Ran purple to the sea, supposed with blood 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love tale 

Infected Sion's daughters with like heat; 

Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch 

Ezekiel saw, when, by the vision led, 
His eye surveyed the dark idolatries 
Of alienate4 Judah. Next came one 
Whomourn*d in earnest when the captive ark 

Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopp'd oi* 
In his own temple, on the grunsel-edge. 
Where he fell flat, and shamed his worshippers ; 
pagon his name, sea monster, upward man 
And downward fish ; yet had his temple high 
Reared in Azotus, dreaded through the coast 
Of Palestine, in Gath and Ascalon, 
And Accaron and Gaza's frontier bounds. 
Him follow'd Rimmon, whose delightful seat 
Was fair Damascus, on the fertile banks 

Of Abbana and Pl>arphar, lucid streams. 

He also against the house of God was bold; 
A leper once he lost, and gain'd a king : 
AhaZy biB sottish conqueror, whom he drew 
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God's alter to disparage, sod displace, 

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to bum 

His odious offerings, and adore the gods 

Whom he had vanquish-d. After these appeared 

A crew, who, under names of old renown, 

Osiris, Isis, Orus, and their train. 

With monstrous shapes and sorceries abused 

Fanatic Egypt, and her priests to seek 

Their wandering gods disguised in brutish forms 

Rather than human. Nor did Israel scape 

The infection, when their borrow'd gold composed 

The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel king 

Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan, 

Likening his maker to the grazed ox ; 

Jehovah, who in one night, when he pass'd 

From Eygpt marching, equal'd with one stroke 

Both her first-bom and all her Ueating gods. 

Belial came last, than whom a spirit more lewd 

Fell not from heaven, or more gross to love 

Vice for itself : to him no temple stood 

Or altar smoked: yet who more oft than he 

In temples and at altars, when the priest 

Turns atheist, as did Eli's sons, who fillM 

With lust and violence the house of Grod? 

In courts and palaces he also reigns, 

And in luxurious cities, where the noise 

Of riot ascends above their lofliest towers, 

And injury and outrage : And when night 

Darkens the streets, then wander forth the sons 

Of Belial, flown with insolence and wine. 

Witness the streets of Sodom, and that night 

In Gibeah, when the hospitable door 

Exposed a matron, to avoid worse rape. 

These were the prime in order, and in might ; 

The rest were long to tell, though far renovm'd, 

The Ionian gods, of Javan's issue; held 

Gods, yet confess'd later than Heaven and Eui}^ 
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Their boasted parents: Titan, Heaven's first-bom. 

With his enormous brood, and birthright seized 

By younger Saturn ; he from mightier Jove, — — "^ 

His own and Rhea's son, like measure found; 

So Jove usurping reign'd ; these first in Crete 

And Ida known, thence on the snowy top 

Of cold Olympus ruled the middle air. 

Their highest Heaven ; or on the Delphian clifl, 

Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 

Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old 

Fled over Adria to the Hesperian fields. 

And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmost isles. 

All these and more came flocking; but with looks 
Downcast and damp; yet such wherein appear'd 
Obscure some glimpse of joy, to have found their chief 
I7ot in despair, to have found themselves not lost 
In loss itself: which on his countenance cast 
lake doubtfvd hue ; but he, his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not substance, gently raised 
Their fainting courage, and dispelled their fears. 
TThen straight commands, that at the warlike sound 
Of trumpeta loud and clarions be uprear'd 
His mighty standard: that proud honor daim'd 
' Azazel as his right, a Cherub tall ; ' 

Who forthwith fi'om the glittering stafiTunfurl'd .«ar 
Th' imperial ensign ; which, full high advanc'4, ' 
Shone like a meteor streaming to the wind. 
With gems and golden lustre rich emblazed, 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all fhe while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds : 
At whidh the universal host up-sent 
A shout, that tore Hell's concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old N^ght. 
AU in a moment through the gloom were seen 
Ten thousand banners rise into the air 
With orient colors waving ; with them rose 
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A ioresl huge of spears ; and thronging hehn0 
\ppear'd, and serried shields in thick array 
Of depth immeasurable : anon they move 
In perfect phalanx to the Dorian mood 
Of flutes and sofl recorders ; such as raised 
To height of noblest temper heroes old 
Coming to battle ; and instead of rage 
Dehberate valor breathed; ffam and unmoved 
With dread of death to Alight or foul retreat ; 
Nor wanting power to mitigate and assuage 
With solemn touches troubled thoughts, and chase 
Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and sorrow, and pain^ 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they^ 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought, 
Moved on in silence to soft pipes, that charm'd 
Their painful steps o'er the burnt soil ; and now 
Advanced in view they stand ; a horrid fitmt 
Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in guise 
Of warriors old with ordered spear and eiueld f 
Awaiting what command their mighty Chief 
Had to impose.: He through the armed files , , 
Darts his experienced eye, and soon traverse 
The whole battaUon views ; their order due ; 
Their visages and stature as of Grods ; 
Their \iumber last he sums. And now his heart 
Distends with pride, and hardened in his strength 
Glories : for never, dnce created m&nj 
Met such imbodied force, as named with these- 
Gould merit more than that small infantry 
Warr»d on by cranes ; though all the giant brood 
Of Phlegra with the heroic race were join'd 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each side 
Mix'd with auxiliar Gods ; and what resounds 
In fable or romance of UUier's son. 
Begirt with British and Armoric knights ^ 
And all who since, baptized or infidel. 
Jousted in Aspramont, or Montalban^ 



BMK L] PARADISE LOST. 29 

Damasco, or Marocco, or Trebiaond 
Or whom Biaerta seat from Afric shore, 
When Charlemain with all his peerage fell 
By Fontarabbia. Thus fiir these beyond 
Compare of mortal prowess, yet observed 
Their dread commander ; he, above the rest 
In shape and gesture proudly eminent, 
Stood like a tower : his fonn had yet not lost 
All her original brightness ; nor appeared 
Less than Arch- Angel niin'd, and the excess 
Of g^ory obscured : as when the sun, new risei^ 
Looks through the horizontal misty air 
Shorn of his beams ; or fit>m behind the moon, 
In dim eclipse, disastrous Iprilight sheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs. Darken'd so, yet shone 
Above them all the Arch- Angel : but his face 
Deep scars df thunder had entrench'd ; and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but ujider brows 
Of dauntless courage, and considerate pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his uye, but cast 
Signs of remorse and passion, to behold 
Tlie fellows of his crime, the followers rather 
(Far other once btiheld in bliss), condemn'd 
Forever now to have their lot in pain ; 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerced 
Of Heaven, and from eternal splendors flung 
For his revolt ; yet faithful how they stood. 
Their gtory withered : as when Heaven's fire 
Hath scathed the forest oaks, or mountain pines ; 
With singed top their stately growth, though bare« 
Stands on the blast ^-d heath. He now prepared 
To speak ; whereat their double ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half enclose him round 
With all his peers : Attention held them mute^ 
Thrice he essay'd, and thrice, in spite of scoro, 

C* 
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Tears, such as Angels weep, burst forth : at last 
Words, int -rwove with sighs, found out their way- 

O Myriads of immortal spirits t O Powers 
Matchless but with the Almig^! and that strife 
Was not inglorious, though the event was dire, 
As this place testifies, and thk i^re change 
Hateful to utter: but what power of mind, 
Forseeing or presaging izom the depth 
Of knowledge past or present, could have fear'd. 
How such united force of Gods, how such 
As stood like these, could ever know repulse? 
For who can yet believe, thou^ after loss. 
That all these puissant legions, whose exile . 
Hath emptied Heaven, sl^all fail to reascend 
Self-raised, and repossear their native seat ? 
For me, be witness all the host of Heaven, 
If counsels different, or dangers shnn'd 
By me have lost our hopes. But ho^ who reigns 
Monarch in Heaven, till then as one secure 
Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute, 
Conse tron custom ; and his regal state 
Put forth at full, but still his strength concealM, 
"Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 
Henceforth his might we know, and know our oi;\7i ;. 
So as not either to provoke, or dread 
New war, provoked : our better part remains 
To work in close design, by fraud or guile, 
What force effected not : that he no less 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force hatii overcome but half his foe. 
Space may produce new worlds ; whereof so rifo 
There went a fame in heaven that he ere long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 
A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favor equal to the sons of Heaven : 
Thither, if but to pry, shall be perhaps 
Our first eruption ; thither or elsewhere : 
For this infernal pit shall never hold 
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Celestial Spirits in bondage, nor the abyss 
Long under darkness cover. But these thoughts 
Fall counsel must mature .: Poace is despaired ; 
For who can think subimflsion ? War then, war 
Open or understood must be resolved. 

He spake : and, to confirm his words, out flew 
M iUions of flaming swords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim ; the sudden blaze 
Far round illumined Hell : highly' they raged 
Against the Higheat^ and fierce vriih grasped arms 
. ClaehMon their sounding shields the din of war. 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of Heaven. 
There stood a hilj not&r, whose grisly top 
Belch'd fire and rolling smoke ; the rest entire 
Shone with a glossy scurf; undoubted sign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore, 
Tht* work of sulphur. Thither, wing'd with speedy 
A numerous brigade hastened : as when bands 
Of pioneers, with spade and pickaxe arm'd, 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field, 
Or cast a rampart. Mammon led them on ; 
Mammon, the least erected spirit that fell 
From Heaven ; for e'en in Heaven his looks and thoughts 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of Heaven's pavement, trodden gold, 
Than ought divine or holy else enjoy'd 
In vision beatific : by hira first 
Men also, and by his suggestion taught, 
Ransacked the centre, and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother Earth 
For treasures, better hid. Soon had his crew 
Open'd into the hill a spa(;ious wound. 
And digg'd out ribbs of gold. Let none admire 
That riches grow in Hell ; that soil may best 
Deserve the precious bane. And here let those, 
Who boast in mortal things, and wondering tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings, 
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Learn how their greateft monuments of fame, 

And strength, and art, are easily outdone 

By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour, 

What in an kge they with incMeant toil 

And hands innumerable scarce, perform. 

Nigh on the plain, in many cells prepared, 

That underneath had vems of liquid fire 

Sluiced from the lake, a second multitude 

With wondrous art founded the massy ore, 

Severing each kind, and scuihmM the bullion dross c 

A third as soon had foimM within the ground 

A various mould, and from the boiling cells 

By strange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook ; 

As in an organ, from one blast of wind. 

To many a row of pipes the soundboard breathes, 

Anon out of the Earth, a fabric huge 

Rose like an exhalation, with the sound 

Of dulcet symphonies and voices sweet. 

Built like a temple, where pilasters round 

Were set, and Doric piliais overlaid 

l^th golden architrave ; nor did there want 

Cornice or frieze, with bossy sculptures graven ; 

The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, ' 

Nor great Alcairo, such magnificence 

Equal'd in all their glories, to enshrine 

Belus or Serapis, their Gods'*; or seat . 

Their kings, when Egypt with Assyria strove 

In wealth and luxury. The ascending pile 

Stood fix'd her stately height ; and straight the doors. 

Opening their brazen folds, discover, wide 

Within, her ample spaces, o'er the smooth 

And level pavement ; from the arched roof 

Pendant by subtle magic, many a row 

Of starry lamps and blazen cressets, fed 

With Nap! tha and Asphaltus, yielded light 

As from a sky. The hasty multitude 

Admiring enter'd and the work some praise, 
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And some the architect : his hand was known 

In Heaven by many atower'd structure high, 

Where sceptred Angels hM their residence. 

And sat as princes : whom tlie Supreme King 

Exalted to such power, and gave to rule, 

Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 

Nor was his name unheard, or unadored, 

In ancient Greece ; and in Ausonian land 

Men call'd him Mulciber ; and how he fell 

From Heaven they fabled thrown by angry Jove 

Sheer o'er the crystal battlements ; from mom 

To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A summer^s day; and with the setting sun 

Dropp'd from the zenith like a falling star. 

On Lomnos the ^gean isle : thus they relate, 

Erring ; for he with his rebellions rout 

Fell long before ; nor aught avail'd him now 

To have built in Heaven high towers ; nor did ho scape 

By all his engines, but was headlong sent ^ ^^^ ^ -fr f ! * 

With his industrions crew to build in HeU. "* 

Meanwhile the winged Heralds, by command 
Of sovereign power, with awfiil ceremony 
And trumpet's sound, throughout the host piodaim 
A solemn council, forthwith to be held 
At Pandemonium ; the high capital 

Of Satan and his peers ,* their summons cali'd 

From every band and squared regiment 

By place or choice the worthiest ; they anon, 

With hundreds and with thousands, trooping came, 

Attended : all access was throng'd ; the gates 

And porches wide, but chief the spacious hall 

(Though like a cover'd field, where champions bold 

Wont ride in arm'd and at the Soldan's chair 

Defied the best of Panim chivalry 

To mortal combat, or career with lance,) 

Thick swarm'd, both on the ground and in the air 

Brush'd with the hiss of rustling wings. As bees 
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In spring time, when the sun with Taurus rides. 

Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 

In clusters ; they among fresh dews and flowers 

Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed plank, 

The suburb of their strawbnilt citadel. 

New rubb'd with balm, expatiate and confer 

Their state affidrs. So thick the aery crowd 

Swarm'd and were straightened ; till, the signal given 

Behold a wonder ! They but now who seera'd 

In bigness to surpass earth's giant sons. 

Now less than smallest dwarfs, in narrow room 

Throng numberless, like that Pygmean race 

Beyond the Indian mount : or fairy elves. 

Whose midnight revelsy-by a forest side 

Or mountain, some belated peasant sees 

Or dreams he sees, while oveiiiead the moon 

Sits arbitress, and nearer to the earth 

Wheeb her pale course ; they, on their mirth and 

Intent, with jocund music charm his ear ; 

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 

Thus incorporeal spirits to smallest forms 

Reduced their shapes immense, and were at large, 

Though without number still, amidst the hall 

Of that infernal court. But far within. 

And in their own dimensions, like themselves, 

The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 

In close recess and secret conclave sat ; 

A thousand Demi-gods on golden seats. 

Frequent and full. Afler short silence then, 

And sumons read, the great consult began. 
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TheeonsuUation begun, Satan dAaUs whether another battle he 
to be hazarded for the recovery of Heaven; Some advise U^ others 
diamade; a third proposal is preferred, mentioned before by Sa- 
taUf to search the truth of that prophecy or tradition in Heaven 
concerning another world, and another kind of creature equal or 
w^ much S^ferior to themselves, about this time to be created, Theip 
doubt, who ahaU be sent on this difficult search; Satan their chief, 
undertakes alone the voyage, is honored and applauded. The eou^ 
oU thus etided, the rest betake them several ways, and to several 
employments, as their incUnoHons lead them, to entertain the time 
tiU Satan rebam. He pnsseson his journey to Hdl gates; finds 
them shutf and who sat there to guard them; bywMm at length 
they were opened, and discover to him the great gulf between 
hA and Heaven; with what diffi^ndty he passes through, directed 
by Chaos, the Power of that place, to the sight of this new world 
which he sought. 
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High on a throne of royal st^HkrUch fti 

Outshone the wealth of OnnSrSiid of Ind, 

Or where the goi^eous Jmgt with richest hand 

Showers on her kings bafWiie, pearl and gold, 

Satan exalted sat, by merit raised 

To that bad eminence : and, from despair 

Thus highnptifted beyond hope^ aspires 

Beyond thus high ; insatiate to pnrsue 

Vain war with Heaven ; and, by success, untaught, 

Hii proud ima^nations thus display'd. 

lowers and Dominions, Deities of Heaven 1 
For sinee no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigor, tho«|^ oppress'd and faUfm, 
I give not Heaven for 1o«L From this descent 
Celestial virtues ilMng will appear 
More glorious and more dread than fiomno ftll, 
And trust themselves to fear no second fate, 
lie though just right and the fix'd laws of Heaven 
Did first create your leader ; next, free choice, 
With what besides, in comisel or in fight. 
Hath been achieved of merit ; yet this loss, 
Thus fiir at least recovei'd, ha^ much more 
EstablishM in a safe unenvied throne, 
Yielded with frill consent. The happier state 
In Heaven which follows dignity, might draw 
Envy firom each inferior ; but who here 
YTHl envy whom the highest place exposes 

Foremost to stand against the Thunderer's aim, 

D 



38 PARADISE LOST. [SOOK U^ 

Tour bulwark, and condemns to greatest share 
Of endless pain ? Where there is then no good 
For which to strive^ no strife can grow up there 
From faction ; for none sure will claim in Hell 
Precedence ; none, whose portion is so small 
Of present pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more. With this advantage then 
To union, and firm faith, and firm accord. 
More than can be in Heaven, v^ftiow return 
To claim our juist inh^HBce of old. 
Surer to prosper thanjMperity 
Could have assured us ; and, by what best way. 
Whether of open war, or coiPOrt guile, 
We now debate : Who can advise may speak." 

He ceased ; and next him Moloch, sceptered king^ 
Stood up, the strongest and the fiercest Spirit 
That fought in Heaven, now fiercer by despair j 
His trust was with the Eternal to be deemed 
Equal in strength ; and rather than be less 
Cared not to be at all; with that care lost 
Went all his fear : of God, or Hell, or worse. 
He reck'd not ; and these words thereafter spake. 

"My sentence is for open war. Of wiles, 
More unezpert, I boast not : then let those 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now, 
For, while they sit contriving, shall the rest, 
MiUions that stand in arms, and longing wait 
The signal to ascend, sit lingering here, 
•Heaven's fugitives, and for their dwelling place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of shame. 
The prison of his tyranny who reigns 
By our delay ? No j let us rather choose, 
Arm'd with Hell flames and fury, all at once. 
O'er Heaven's high towers to force resistless way, 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Against the Torturer ; when to meet the nois^ 
Of his almighty ongiae he shall hear 
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Infernal thunder ; and, for lightning, see 

Black fire and horror shot with equal rage 

Among his Angels ; and his throne itself 

Mix'd with Tartarean sulphur and strange fire^ 

His own invented torments. But perhaps 

The way seems ditHcult, and steep to scale 

With upright wing against a higher foe. 

Let such bethink them, if the sleqpy drench 

Of that forgetful lake benumb not still. 

That in our proper motion ind^Kend 

Up to our native seat ; descent and fall 

To us is adverse. Who but felt of late, 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 

Insulting, and pursued us through the deep, 

With what compulsion and laborious flight 

We sunk thus low ? The ascent is easy then ; 

The event is fcar'd ; should we again provoke 

Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find 

To our destruction ; if there be in Hell 

Fear to be worse destroy'd. What can be worse 

Than to dwell here, driven out from bliss, condemned 

In this abhorred deep to utter woe; 

Wliere pun of aaestingu'ishable fire 

Must exercise ns, without hope of end, 

The vassals of his anger, when the scourge 
Inexorably, and the torturing hour 
Calls ns to penance ; More destroyed than thus. 
We should be quite abolish'd, and expire. 
What fear we then ? what doubt we to incense 
His utmost ire 'i which, to the heighth enraged, 
Will either quite consume us, and reduce 
To nothing this essential ; happier far 
Than miserable to have eternal being : 
Or, if our substance be indeed divme, 
And cannot cease to be, we are at worst 
On this side nothing ; and by proof we feel 
Our power sufficient to disturb his Heaven, 
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And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 
Though inacoeedble, his fatal throne; 
Which, if not vietery, is yet revenge." 

He ended fipowiiing, and his look denounced 
Desperate revenge^ and battle dangerous 
To less than Godi^ On the other side uprose 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane ; 
A fairer person lost not Heaven ; he seem'd 
For dignity compoeed, and hi^ exploit : 
But all was false aiid|||pow ; though his tongue 
Dropp'd manna, and coold make the worse appeftr 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
filaturest counsels : for his thoughts were low. 
To vice industrious,, but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and slothful : yet he pleased the ear,. 
And with persuasive accent thus began. 

«I shonkl be much for open war, O Peers, 
As not behind in hate ; if what was urged 
Main reason to persuade immediate war 
Did not dissuade me most, and seem to cast 
Ominous conjecture on the whole success $ 
When he, who most eicela in fiust of amM^ 
In what he counsds and in what excels, 
Mistrustful, grounds his oowage on despair 
And utter dissolution, as the scope 
Of all his aim, after some dire revenge, 
first, 'what revenge? The towers of Heaven are fill'd. 
^th armed watch, that render all access 
Impregnable : oft on the bordering deep ' 
Encamp their legions ; or, with obscure wing 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night. 
Scorning surprise. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all Hell should rise 
Vnth blackest insurrection, to confound 
Heaven's purest light, yet our great Enemy,. 
All incorruptible, would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted ; and the ethereal mouldy 
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Incapable of stain, would soon expel 
Her mischief, and purge offher baser £re^ 
Victorious. Thus repulsed, our final liope 
Is flat despair. We must exasperate 
The AUnighty Victor to spend all his rage, 
And that must end us ; that roast be our cure, 
To be no more. Sad cure ! for who would los^ 
Though full of pain this intellectual jeing, 
Those thoughts that wander through eternity, 
To perish rather, swallcw'd up and lost 
In the wide womb of uncreatetftkight. 
Devoid of sense and motion? Andwho.knoW4[, 
Let this be good, whether our angry Foe 
Can give it, or will ever 1 How he can, 
Is doubtful ; that he never will, is sure. 
Will he, so wise, let loose at once his ire, 
BeUke though impotence, or unaware. 
To give his enemies their wish, and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger saves 
To punish endhss? Wherefore cease we then "? 
Say they who counsel war; we are decreed, 
Reserved, and destined to eternal woe ; 
Whatever doing, what can we sufier more. 
What can we msSet worse? Isthis then wCMrat, 
Thus sitting, thus consulting, thus in arms? 
What, when we fled amain, pursued, and stuck 
With Heaven's afliicting thunder, and besought 
The deep to shelter us ? This Hell then seem'd 
A refuge from these wounds; or when we lay 
Chained on the burning lake ? That sure was worse. 
What if the breath, that kindled those grim fires. 
Awaked, should blow them into seven-fold rage, 
And plunge us in the flames ? or, from above, 
Should intermitted vengeance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us? What if all 
Her stores were opened, and this firmament 

Of Hell should spout her cataracts of fire, 

D* 
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Impendent hoRors, threatniog hideous fall 

One day upon our heads.; while we perhi^ 

Designing or eifaorting glohous war, 

Cau^t in a fieiy tempest, shall be hnrled 

Each on his ronsk tiansfix^d, the sport and prey, 

Of wracking whirlwinds ; or forever sunk 

Under yon boiling ocean, wrapped in chains ; 

There to conTerse with everlasting groans, 

Unrespited, onpitied, unrepneved. 

Ages of hopdess end? This would be worse. 

War therefore, open or concealed, ahke 

My voice dissuades ; for what can force or guile 

With him, r who deceive his mind, whose eye 

Views all things at one view ? He from Heav^^s neighlh 

All these our motions vain sees and derides; 

Not more almighty to resist our might 

Than wise to frustrate all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of Heaven 

Thus trampled, thusezpell'd to suffer here. 

Chains and these torments ? Better these than worse 

By my advice ; sinee fate inevitable. 

Subdues us, and omnipotent decree. 

The Victor's wilL To suffer^ as to do^ 

Our strength is equal, nor the law unjust 

That so ordains. This was at first resolved, 

If we were wise, against so great a Foe 

Contending^ and so doubtful what might fall. 

I laugh, when those who at the spear are bold 

And venturous, if that Ml them, shrink and foar 

What yet they know must follow, to endure 

Exile, orignonuny, or bonds, or pain. 

The sentence of their conqueror : This is now 

Our doom ; which if we can sustain and bear. 

Our Supreme Foe in time may much remit 

His anger ; and perhaps, thus far removed 

Not mind us notoflending, satisfied 

With what is punished, whence these raging fircsi 
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Will slacken, if his breath stir not their flunes. 

Our purer essence then will overcome 

Their noxious vapor ; or, inured, not fe6l ; 

Or changed at length, and to the place eDaform'd 

In temper and in nature, Mrill receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain; 

This horror will grow mild, this darkness light ; 

Besides what hope the never ending fligfat 

Of future days may bring, what chance, what change 

Worth waiting ; since our present lot appears 

For happy though but ill, for iU not worst. 

If we procure not to ourselves more woe." 

Thus Belial, with words cfotbed in reason's garb^ 
Counsell'd ignoble ease, and peaceful sloth. 
Not peace. And after him thus Mammoa spake. 

''Either to disenthrone the King of Heaven 
We war, if war be best, or to regain 
Our own hght lost. Him to mthrone we then* 
May hope, when everlasting fate shall yield 
Tci fickle Chance, and Chaos judge t&e strife:. 
The former, vain to hope, argues as vain 
The latter : for what place can l>e for us 

Within Heaven's bound, unless Heaven's Ikurd supieme 

We overpower? Suppose he should relent. 

And puUish grace to all, on promise made 

Of new subjection, with what eyes could we 

Stand in his presence humble, and receive 

Strict laws imposed, to celebrate his throne 

l^th warbled hjmms, and to his Godhead sing 

Forced hallelujahs ; while he lordly sits 

Our envied Sovereign, and his altar breathes 

Ambrosial odors and ambrosial flowers. 

Our servile offerings ? This must be our task 

In Heaven, this our delight ; how wearisome 

Eternity so spent, in worship paid' 

To whom we hate ! Let us not then pursue ? 

By force impossible, by leave obtam'd 
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UnaccepiaUe, though in Heaven, our state 

Of splendid vassalage ; but rather seek 

Our own good from ourselves, and from our own 

Live to ouraetreey though in this vast recess, 

Free and to none accountable, preferring 

Hard liberty before the easy yoke 

Of servile pomp. Our greatness will appear 

Then most conspicuous, when groat things of small, 

Useful of huriful, prosperous of adverse. 

We can create ; and in what place soe'er 

Thrive under evil, and work ease out of pain. 

Through labor and endurance. This deep world 

Of darkness do we dread ! How ofl amidst 

Thick clouds and dark doth eaven's all-ruling sire 

Choose to reside, his glory unohscured, 

And with the majesty of darkness round 

Covers his throne ; from whence deep thunders roar 

Mustering their rage, and Heavrn resembles Hell ; 

As he our darkness/carnot wt> his light 

Imitate when we please ? This desert soil 

Wants not her hidden lustre, gems and gold ; 

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raise 

Magnificence ; and what can Heaven show more ? 

Our torments also may in length of time 

Become our elements ; these piercibg fires 

As soft as now severe, our temper changed 

Into their temper ; which must needs remove 

The sensible of pain. AQ' things invite 

To peaceful counsels, and the settled state 

Of order, how in safly best we may 

Compose our present evils, with regftrd 

Of what we are, and where ; dismissing quite 

All thoughts of war : Ye have what I advise." 

He scarce had finish'd, when such murmur fill'd 
The assembly, as when hollow rocks retain 
The sound of blustering winds, which all night lon^. 
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Had roused the sea, now with hoarse cade&ee lull 

Sea-faring men overwatched, whose bark by chance 

Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 

After the tempest. Such applause was heard 

As Manmion ended, and his sentence pleased. 

Advising peace: for such another field 

They dreaded worse than Hell : so much the fear 

Of thunder and the sword of Michael 

Wrought still within them; and no less desire 

To found this nether empire, which might rise 

By policy and long process of time, 

In emulation opposite to Heaven. 

Which when Beelzebub perceived, than whozi» 

Satan except, none higher sat, with grave 

Aspect he rose, and in his rising seemed 

A pillar of state ; deep on his fr<Kit ^igraven 

Deliberation sat, and public care, 

And princely counsel in his face yet shone 

Majestic, though in ruin : nage he stood 

With Atlantean shoulders fit to beer 

The weight of mightiest monarduee; hit 2<x>k 

Drew audience and attention still as ni^t 

Or Bnnuner*B noQUtide air, while thm he apeke. 

Thrones and Imperial Powers, qfBxjpnagc^ Heaveny 
Ethereal Virtues? Or these titles now 
Must we renounce, and, changing style, be call'd 
Princes of Hell ! for so the popular vote 
Indines, here to continue, and buUd up here 
A growing empire ; dpnbtless while we dream, 
And know not that the king of Heaven hath doom'd 
This place our dungeon ; not our sate retreat 
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 
From Heaven's high jurisdiction, in new league 
Banded against his throne, but to remain 
In strictest bondage, though thus far removed 
Under the inevitable curb, reserved 
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Hii captife multitude. For he, be sure, 

In hei^th or depth, still first and last will reign 

Sole King, and of his kingdom lose no part 

By our revolt ; but over Hell extend 

His empire, and with iron sceptre rule 

Us here, as with his golden, those in Heaven. 

What sit we then projecting peace and war ? 

War hath determined us, and foiled with loss 

Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 

Vouchsafed or sought ; for what peace will be giv^ 

To us enslaved, but custody severe. 

And stripes and arfoitary punishment 

Inflicted ? And what peace can we return, 

But to our power hostihty and hate. 

Untamed reluctance, and revenge though slow, , 

Yet ever plotting how the Conqueror least 

May reap his conquest, and may Last rejoice 

In doing what we most in suffering feel ? 

Nor will occasion want, nor shaU we need 

With dangerous expedition to invade 

Heaven, whose high walls fear no assault or seige^ 

Or ambush from the deep. What if we find 

Some easier enterprise ? There is a place^ 

(If ancient and prophetic fame in Heaven 

£rr not,) another World, the happy seat 

OiPsome new race call*d Man, about this time 

To be created like to us, though less 

In power and excellence, but favored more 

Of Him who rules above ; so was his will 

Pronounced among the Gods, and by an oath, 

That shook Heaven's whole circumference, confirm'i. 

Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 

What creatures there inhabit, of what mould. 

Or substance, how endued, and what their power 

And where their weakness, how attempted best, 

By force or subtlety. Though Heaven be shut, 

And Heaven's high Arbitrator sit seciu-e 
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*n his own strength, this place may lie exposed, 

The utmost border of his kingdom, left 

To their defence who hold it. Here perhaps 

Some advantageous act may be achieved 

By sudden onset : either with Hell-fire 

To waste his whole creation, or powess 

All as our own, and drive, as we were drivexi| 

The puny habitants ; or, if not drive, 

Seduce them to our party, thai their God 

May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 

Abolish his own works. This would surpass 

Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 

In our confusion, and our joy upraise 

In his disturbance ; when his darling sons, 

Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, shall curso 

Their frail original, and faded bliss. 
Faded so soon. Advise, if this be worth 
Attempting, or to sit in darkness here 
Hatching vain empires." Thus Becheebub 
Pleaded his Devihsh counsel, first devised 
By Satan, and in part proposed : For whence 
But from the author of all ill, could spring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 
Of Mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To mingle and tnvoh e, done all to spite 
The great Creator ? B *t their spite still serves 
His glory to augment. The bold design 
Pleased highly those infernal States, and joy 
Sparkled ia all their eyes ; with full assent 
They vote ; whereat his speech he thus renews .* 

**Well have ye judged, well ended long debate, 
Synod of Gods ; and, like to what ye are. 
Great things resolved, which, from the lowest deep, 
Will once more lift us up, in spite of fate, 
]Nearer our ancient seat ; perhaps in view 
Of those bright confines, whence, with neighboring arj]^ 
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And opportune exeoraion, we may chance 
Re-enter Heaven ; or else in some mild zonti 
Dwell, not vnvisited of Heaven's fair light. 
Secure; and atthe brightening orient beam 
Purge off this gloom : the soft delicious air, 
To heal the scar of these corrosive fires, 
Shall breath her balm. But first whom shall we send 
In search of this new World ? whom shall we find 
Sufiicient 7 who shall tempt with wandering feet 
The dark mibottom'd infinite abyss. 
And through the palpable obscure find out 
His uncouth way, or spread his aery flight 
Upborne with indefatigble wings 
. Over the vast abnibt, ere he arrive 
The happy isle? What strength, what art can thci^ 
Suffice, or what evasion bear him safe 
Through the strict senteries and stations thick 
Of Angels watdung round ? Here he had heed 
sAll circumspection ; and we now no less' 
Choice in our sufira^e ; for on whom we send, 
The weight of aB, and our last hope, relies." 

This said he sat'; and expectation held 
His look suspense, awaiting who appeared 
To second, at oppose, or undettake 
The perflooB attempt : but all sat mute. 
Pondering the danger with deep thought ; and each 
In others' countenance read his own dismay, 
Astonish'd ? None among the choice and prime 
Of those Heaven-warring champions could be foond 
So hardy as to profifer or accept, 
Alone, Hie dreadful voyage ; till at last 
Satan, whom now transcendent glory raised 
Above his fellows with monarchal pnde 
CoDcious of highast worth, unmoved thus spake; 

O progeny of Heaven, empyreal thrones ! 
With reason hath deep silence and demur 
Seized nfi, though undismay'd : Long is the vay 
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And hard, that out of Hell leads up to light : 

Our prison strong ; this huge convex of fire, 

Outrageous to devour, immures us round 

Ninefold ; and gates of burniug adamant^ 

Barr*d over us, prohibit all egress. ^ 

These pass'd, if any pass, the void profound 

Of unessential night receives him next, 

Wide gaping, and with utter loss of being 

Threatens him plunged in that abortive gvd£ 

If thence he escape into whatever world. 

Or unknown region what remains him loM 

Than unknown dangers and as hard escape ? 

But I should ill become this throne, O Peers, 

And this imperial sov*reignty, adorn,d 

With splendor, arm'd with power, if ought proposed 

And judged of public moment, in the shape 

Of difficulty or danger, could deter 

Me from attempting. Wherefore do I aisume. 

These royalties, and not refuse to reign. 

Refusing to accept as great a share 

Of hazard as of honor, due alike 

To him who reigns, and so much to him dte 

. Of hazard more, as he above the rest 

High honor'd siti? Go, therefore, mighty Powan^ 

Terror of Heaven, though fallen ; intend at home^ 

While here shall be our home,' What best may ease 

The present misery and render Hell 

More tolerable ; if there be cure or charm 

To respite or deceive, or slack the pain 

Of this ill mansion : intermit no watch 

Against a wakeful foe, while I abroad 

Through all the coasts of dark destruction seek 

Deliverance for us all : this enterprise 

None shall partake with me. ''Thus saying rose 

The monarch, and prevented all reply ; 

Prudent, lest, from his resolution raised, 

Others among the chief might ofBx now s. 

£ 
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(Certain to be refused) what erst they fear'd; 
And 80 refused, might in opinion stand 
His riralfl ; winning cheap the high repute 
Which he through hazard huge must « am. But ^S 
Dreaded not more the adventure than his voice 
Forbidding ; and at once with him they rose : 
Their rising all at once was as the sound 
Of Thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 
With awful reverence prone ; and as a God 
Extol him equal to the Highest in Heaven : 
Nor failed they to express how much they praised, 
That for the general safety he despised 
His own : for neither do the Spirits damn'd 
Lose all their virtue ; lest bad men should boast 
Their specious deeds on Earth, which glory excites 
Or dose ambition, vamish'd o'er with zeal. 
Thus they their doubtful consultations dark 
Ended, rejoicing in their matchless chief: 
As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds 
Ascending, while the north-wind sleeps, overspread 
Heaven's cheerful face, the lowering element 
Scrowls o'er the darkened landscape snow or shower ; 
If chance the radiant sun with farewell sweet 
Extend his evening beam, the fields revive, 
The birds their notes renew, and Meeting herds 
Attest their joy, that hill and valley ring. 
O shame to Men ! Devil vnth Devil damn'd 
Firm concord holds ; Men only disagree 
Of creatures rational, though under hope 
Of Heavenly grace ; and, Grod proclaiming peace, 
Tet hvf" in hatred enmity and strife 
Among themselves, and levy cruel wars. 
Wasting the Earth each other to destroy : 
As if (which might induce us to accord) 
Man had not HeUish foes enow beside. 
That, day and night, for his destruction wait. 
The Stygian council thus dissolved; and forth 
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In order came the grand infernal Peers : 

Midst came their mighty Paramount, and seem'd 

Alone the antagonist of Heaven, nor less 

Than Hell's dread Emperor, with pomp sapreme 

And Godlike imitated state : him round 

A globe of fiery Seraphim enclosed 

With bright emblazonry and horrent arms. 

Then of their session ended they bid cry 

With trumpets' regal sound the great result. 

Toward the four winds four speedy Gherubba 

Put to their mouths the sounding alchemy, 

By herald's voice explain'd ; the hollow abyB0 

Heard far and wide, and all the host of Hell 

With deafening shout retum'd them loud acclaim. 

Thence more at ease their minds, and somewhat railed 

By false presumptuous hope, the ranged powen 

Disband, and, wandering, each his seyeral way 

Pursues, as inclination or sad choice 

Leads him perplex'd, where he may likeliest find 

Truce to bis restless thoughts, and entertam 

The irksome hours till his great Chief retttxn* 

Part on the plain, or in the air sublime. 

Upon the wing, or in swift race contend. 

As at the Olympian gapies or Pythian fialda { 

Part curb their fiery steeds^ oi'flhun the goal 7 

With rapid wheels, orfironted brigades form; 

As when, to warn proud cities, war appears 

Waged in the troubled sky, and armies rush 

To battle in the clouds, before each van 

Prick forth the aery knights, and couch their spean 

Till thickest legions close ; with feats of arms 

From either end o( Heaven the welkin bums. 

Others, with vast Typhcean rage more fell, 

Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 

In whirlwind ; Hell scarce holds the wild uproar; 

As when Alcides, from (Echalia crown'd 

With conquest, felt the envenom'd rohe» and tort 
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Throogli pain up b J the roots Thcssalian pines^ 

And Lichas from the top of (Eta threw 

Into the aboic sea. Others, more mild, 

Retreated in a silent vaUey, sing 

With notes Angelical to many aJiarp 

Their own heroic deeds and hapless fall 

By doom of battle ; and complain that fate 

Free virtue should enthrall to force or chaneCr 

Their song^ was partial ; but the harmony 

(What could it less when spirits immortal sing?) 

Suspended Hell, and took with ravishment 

The thronging audience. In discourse more sweet 

(For eloquence the soul, song charms the sense,) 

Others apart sat on a hill retired, 

tn thoughts more elevate, and reasoned high 

Of pnyvidence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 

Fiz'd fate, free will, forpknowledge absolute, 

And found no end, in wandering mazes lost. 

Of good and evil much they argued then. 

Of happiness and final misery, 

Passion and apathy, and glory and shame ,*- 

Vain wisdom all, and false philosophy ; 

Yet with a pleasing sorceiy, could charm 

Pain for a while or anguish,and excite 

Falladons hope, or arm the obdurate breast 

ll^th stubborn patience, as with triple steely 

Another part, in squadrons and gross bands. 

On bold adventure to discover wide 

That dismal world, if any clime perhaps 

Might yield them easier habitation, bend 

Four ways their flying march, along the banks 

Of four infernal rivers that disgorge 

Into the burning lake their baleful streams ; 

Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate; 

Sad Acheron, of sorrow, black and deep ,- 

Cocj^us, named of lamentation loud 

Heard on the rmeful stream ; fierce Phlegethon^ 
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Whose waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 

Far off from these, a slow and silent streftm, 

Lethe, the river of oblivion, rolls 

Her watery labyrinth, whereof who drinks 

Forthwith his former state and being forgets, 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleasure and pain. 

Beyond this flood a frozen continent 

Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual stormi 

Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land 

Thaws not, but frathers heap, and ruin seems 

Of ancient pile ; or else deep snow and ice, 

A gulf profound, as that Serbonian bog 

Betwixt Damiata and mount CaFsius old 

Where armies whole have sunk : the parching air 

Bums frore, and cold performs the efl^t of fire. 

Thither by harpy-footed furies haled. 

At certain revolutions, all the damn,d 

Are brought ; and feel by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce, 

From beds of raging fire, to starve in ice 

Their soft ethereal warmth, and there to pine 

Immoveable, infixM, and frozen round, 

Periods of time, thence hurried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Lethean sound 

Both to andfiro, their sorrow to augment. 

And wish and struggle, as they pass to reach 

Tlie tempting stream, with one small drop to lose 

In sweet forgetfulness all pain and wo, 

All in one moment, and so near the brink ; 

But fate withstand! s, and to oppose the attempt 

Medusa with Grorgonian teiror guards 

The ford, and of itself the water flies 

All taste of hving wight, as once it fled 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

In confused march forlorn, the adventurous bands, 

With shuddermg horror pale, and eyes aghast, 

View'd first their lamentable lot, and found 
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No rest ; though many a dark and dreary vale 

They pass'd, and many a region dolorous, 

O'er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 

Bocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and shades of death, 

A universe of death : which God by curse 

Created evilj for evil only good ; 

Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds. 

Perverse, all monstrous, all prodigious things, 

Abominable, inuttorable, and worse 

Than fables yet have feign*d, or fear conceived, 

Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire. 

Meanwhile the adversary of God and Man, 
Satan, with thoughts inflamed of highest design. 
Puts on swif): wivigs, and towards the gates of H 11 
Explores his solitary flight : sometimes 
He scours the right hand coast, sometimes the left 
Now shaves with level wing the deep, then soars 
Up to the fiery concave towering high. 
As when far off at sea a fleet descried 
H •ipgon the clouds, by equinoctial winds 
Close sailing fi!Y>m Bengala, or the isles 
Of Te mate and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Their spicy drugs ; they, on the trading flood. 
Through the wide Ethiopian to the cape. 
Ply stemming nightly toward the pole : so seemM 
Far oflTthe flying fiend. At laal appear 
H vH bounds, high reaching to the horrid roof. 
And thrice threefold the gates, three folds were brass. 
Three iron, three of Adamantine rocfc 
Impenetrable, impaled with circling fire, 
Yet unconsumed. Before the gates there sat, 
On either side a formidable sf'.ape ; 
The one seem'd woman to the waist, and fair : 
But ended foul in many a scaly fold 
Vokuninous and vast ; a serpent armM 
With mortal sting : about her middle round 
A cry of Hell;hounds never ceasing barkM- 
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With wide Cerberian mouths full loud, and rung* 

A hideous peal ; yet, when they list, would cj>5ep, 

If aught disturbed their noise into her womb, 

And kennel there ; yet there still barked and howfd 

Within unseen. Far less abhorr'd than these 

Vex'd Scylla, bathing in the sea that parts 

Calabria from the hoarse Triancrian shore, 

Nor uglier follow the night hag, when call'd 

In secret riding through the air she comes,- 

Lured with the smell of infant blood, to dance 

With Lapland witches wTiile the laboring moon 

Eclipses at their charms. The other shape, 

If shape it might be called that shape had none 

Distinguishable in member, joint, or limb ; 

Or substance might be call'd that shadow seem'd, 

For each seemM either ; black it stood as night, 

Fierce as ten furies, terrible as Hell, 

And shook a dr< adful dart ; what seeroM his head 

The likeness of a kingly crown had on. 

Satan was now at hand, and from his seat 

The monster moving onward came as fast 

\V ith horrid stndes ; Hell trembling as he strode. 

The undaunted Fiend what this might be admirM 

Admired, not f ar*d ; God and his Son except, 

Cr€s^ted thing nought valued he, nor sbunn'd; 

And with disdainful look thus first began : 

*' Whence and what art thou, execrable shape ! 
That darest, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy miscreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates ? through them I mean to pass, 
That be assured, without (eaveaskMof thee. 
Retire or taste thy folly, and learn by proof, 
Hell- bom ! not to contend with Spirits of Heaven.** 

To whom the Goblin full of wrath replied: 
« Art thou that Traitor-Angel, art thou he 
Who first broke peace in Heaven, and faith, till then 
Unbroken ; and in proud rebcUious arms 
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Drew after him the third part of Heaven's sons 
Conjured against the Highest ; for which both thou 
And they, outcast from God, are here condemned 
To waste eternal days in wo and pain ? 
And reckon'at thou thyself with Spirits of Heaven, 
Hell doom'd ! and breathest defiance here and scorn, 
Where I reign king ; and, to enrage thee more, 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy punishment, 
False fugitive * and to thy speed add wings. 
Lest with a whip of scorpions I pursue 
Thy lingering, or with one stroke of this dart 
Strange horror seize thee, and pangs unfelt before." 

So spake the grisly Terror, and in shape, 
So speaking and so threatening, grew tenfold 
More d''eadftil and deform. On the other side. 
Incensed with indignation, Satan stood 
Un terrified, and like a comet burn'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 
In the arctic sky, and from his horrid hair 
■ Shakes p>estilence and war. F.ach at the head 
Levell'd his deadly aim : their fatal hands 
No second stroke intend ; and such a frown 
Each cast at the other, as when two black clouds, 
With Heaven's artillery fraught, come rattling on 
Over the Caspian ; then stand front to front, 
Hovering a space, till winds the signal blow 
To join their dark encounter in mid air: 
So frownM the mighty combatants that Hell 
Grew darker at their frown : so match'd they stood j 
For never but once more was either like 
To meet so great a foe. And now great deeds 
Pad been achieved, whereof all Hell had rung, 
Had not the snaky sorceress that sat 
Fast by Hell-gate, and kept the fatal key. 
Risen, and with hideous outcry rush'd between. 

" Father! what intends thy hand she cried 
'* Against thy only Son? What fury, Son, 
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Possesses thee to bend that mortal dart 
Aiiainst thy Father^s head, and know^st for whom : 
For him who sits above, and laughs the while 
At thee ordain'd his drudge ; to execute 
What*er his wratJ^, which he calls justice, bids ? 
His wrath, which one day will destroy ye both. " 

She spake, and at her words the Hellish Pest 
Forbore ; then these to her Satan returned': 

" So strange thy outcry, and thy words so strange 
Thou interposest, that mj sudden hand, 
Prevented, spares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends ; till first I know of thee 
What thing thou art, thus double-form'd ; and why, 
In this infernal vale first met, thou call'st 
Me father, and that phantasm calPst my son : 
I know thee not, nor ever S4W til! now 
Sight more detestable than him and thee. " 

To whom thus the portress of HelUgate replied : 
" Has thou forgot me then, and do I seera 
Now m thine eye so foul ? once deem'd so fair 
In Heaven, when at the assembly, and in sight 
Of all the Seraphim with thee combined 
In bold conspiracy against Heaven's King, 
All on a sudden miserable pain 
Surprised thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy swum 
In darkness, while thy head flames thick and fast 
Threw forth ; till, on the left side opening wide, 
Likest to thee in shape and countenance bright 
Then shining Heavenly fair, a Goddess arm*d, 
Out of thy head I sprang ; Amazement seized 
All the host of Heaven ; back they recoiPd afraid 
At first, and called me Sin, and for a sign 
Portentous held me : but familiar grown, 
I pleased and with attractive graces won 
The most averse, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thyself in me thy perfect image viewing 
Becamest enamour'd; and such joy thou took'st 
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With me in secret that my womb conceived 
A growing burden. Meanwhile war arose, 
And fields were fought in Heaven ; wherein remmin'd 
(For what could else?) to oui Almighty Foe 
Clear victoiy ; to our part loss and rout, 
Through all the empyrean ; down they fell 
Driven headlong from the pitch of Heaven, down 
Into this deep ; and in the general fall 
I also : at which time, this powerful key 
Into my hand was given, with charge to keep 
These gates for ever shut, which none can pass 
Without my opening. Pensive here 1 sat 
Alone, but long I sat not, till my womb 
Pregnant by thee, and now excessive grown, 
Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes. 
At last this odious ofispring whom thou seest, 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 
Tore through my entrails, that, with fear and pain 
Distorted, all my nether shape thus grew 
Transform'd: but he ray inbred enemy 
Forth issuedy brandishing his fatal dart 
Made to destroy ! I fled, and cried out Death, 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and sigh'd 
From all her caves, and back resounded Death I 
I fled ; bathe pursued (though more, it seems, 
Inflamed with huA than rage,) and, swiiter far. 
Me overtook, his mother, all dismayed ; 
And, in embraces forcible and Ibul 
Ingendering with me, of that rape begot 
These yelUng monsters that with ceaseless cry 
Surround me, as thou saw'st : hourly conceived 
And hourly born, with sorrow infinite 
To me ; for, when they Ust, into the womb 
That bred them they return, and howl and knaw 
My bowels, their repast ; then bursting forth 
Afresh with conscious terrors vex me round, 
That rest or intermission none I find. 
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Before mine eyes in opposition sits 
Grim Death, my son and foe ^ who sets them on, 
And me his parent would full soon devour 
For want of other prey, but that he knows 
His end with mine involved ; and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter morsel, and his bane, 
Whenever that shall be ; so Fate pronounced. 
But thou, O Father ! I forwam thee, shun 
His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in those bright arms,. 
Though tempered Heavenly ; for that mortal dinty 
Save He who reigns above, none can resist" 

She finish'd and thesubtJe Fiend his lore 
Soon leam'd, now milder, and thus answer'd smooth : 
** Dear daughter! since thou claimst me for thy sire 
And my fair son here show'st me (the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heaven, and joys 
Then sweet, now sad to mention, through dire change 
Befallen us, unforeseen, unthought of) know, 
I ceme no enemy, but to set free 
From out this dark and dismal house of pain 
Both him and thee, and all the Heavenly host 
Of Spirits, that, m our :u8t pretences arm'd. 
Fen with us from on high : from them I go 
This uncouth errand sole ; and one for all 
Myself expose, with lonely steps to tread 
The unfounded deep, and through the void immense 
To search with wandering quest a place foretold 
Should be, and, by concurring signs, erenow 
Created vast and round, a place of bliss 
In the purhous of Heaven, and therein placed 
A race of upstart creatures, to supply 
Perhaps our vacant room ; though more removed, 
Lest Heaven, surcharged with potent multitude. 
Might hap to move new broils. Be this or aught 
Than this more secret now design'd, I haste 
To know; end, this once known, ehall soon retonii 
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And bring ye to the place where thou and Death 
Shall dwell at ease, and up and down unseen 
Wing silently the buxom air, embalm'd 
With odors ; there ye shall be fed and filPd 
Immeasurably, all things shall be your prey." 

He ceased, for both seem'd highly pleased ; and Death 
Grinn'd honible a gastly smile, to hear 
His famine should be fillM ; and bless'd his maw 
Destined to that good hour : No less rejoiced 
His mother bad, and thus bespake her sire : 

" The key of this infernal pit by due. 
And by command of Heaven's all-powerfiil King, 
I keep ; by him forbidden to unlock 
These adamantine gates ; against all force 
Death ready stands to interpose his dart. 
Fearless to be o'ermatch'd by living might. 
Bu* what owe I toliis commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thrust me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To sit in hateful office here confined, 
Inhabitant of Heaven, and Heavenly bom, 
Were in perpetual agony and pain. 
With terrors and with clamours c^mpass'd round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed? 
Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 
My being gavest me ; whmn should I obey 
But thee? Whom foUow? Thou wilt bring me soon 
To that new World of light and bliss, among 
The Gods who live at ease, where I shall reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as beseems 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end." 

Thus saying, f om her side the fatal key. 
Sad instrument of all our wo, she took ; 
And, toward the gate roUing her bestial train, 
Forthwith the huge portculhs high updrew, 
Which but herself, not all the Stygian powers 
Could ooce have moved ; then in the keyhole toim 
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The intricate wards, and 6yery bolt and bar 
Of massy iron or solid rock with ease 
Unfastens: On a sudden open By 
With impetuous recoil and Jarring sound 
The infernal doors, and oti their hinges grat« 
Harsh thunder, that the lowest bottom shook 
Of Erebus. She open'd, but to shut 
Excel]- d her power ; the gates wide open stood. 
That with extended wings a banner'd host. 
Under spread ensigns, marching, might pass tliroag}| 
With horse and chariots rank'd in loose array; 
So wide they stood, and like a furnace mouth 
Cast forth redounding smoke and ruddy flame. 
Before their eyes in fiiidden view appear 
The secrets of the hoary deep ; a dark 
Illimitable ocean, without bound, 

Without dimension ; where length, breadth, and heighth 
And time, and place are lost ; where eldest Night 
And Chaos, ancestors of nature, hold 
Eternal anarchy, amidst the noise 
Of endless wars, and by confusion stand. 
For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four championafierce^ 
Strive here for mastery, and to battle bring 
Their embryon atoms; they around the flag 
Of each his faction, in their several clans. 
Light arm'd or heavy, sharp, smooth, swift, or slow 
Swarm populous, unnumbered as the sands 
Ot Barca or Cyrene's torrid schI, 
Levied to side with warring winds, and poise 
Their lighter wings. To whom these most adhere^ 
He rules a moment : Chaos umpire sits, 
And by decision more embroils the fray. 
By which he reigns : Next him, high arbiter, 
Chance governs all. Into this wild abyss, 
The womb of nature and perhaps her grave. 
Of neither' sea, nor shore, nor air, nor fire. 
But all these in their pregnant causes miz'd 

P 



&t PARADISE LOST. [BOOK 11. 

ConAuwdly, and which thus must ever fight, 
Unless the Almighty Maker them ordain 
His dark materials to cieate more worlds; 
Into this wikl abyss the wary Fiend 
Stood on the brink of Hell, and lookM awhile^ 
Pondering his voyage ; for no narrow frith 
He had to cross. Nor was his ear less peal'd 
With noises loud and ruinous (to com{>are 
Great things with small) than when Bellona storms. 
With all hot battering enfrmes bent to raise 
Some capital city ; or less than if this frame 
Of Heaven were falling, and these elements 
In mutiny had from her axle torn 
The steadfast Earth. At last his sail-broad vans 
He spreads for flighty and io the surging jsmoke 
Uplifted spurns the ground ; tiience many a league 
As in a cloudy chair, ascending rides 
Audacious ; bttt,- that snat soon failing meets 
A vast vacuity : all unawares 
Flattering his pennons vain, plumd down the drop' 
Ten thousand fatliom df ep: and to this hour 
Do¥m had btien falling, bad not by ill chance 
The strong rebuff of some tmntdtuous cloud, 
Instinct with fire and nitre, hurried him 
As many miles alofl : that fury staid, 
Qnench'd in a boggy Syrtia, neither sea, 
Nor good dry land : nigh founder'd on he fares, 
Treading the crude conmstence, half on foot, 
Half flying ; behoves him now both oar and sail. 
As when Uie griphon, through the wilderness 
With winged course, o'er hill or moory dale 
Pursues the Arimaspian, who by stealth 
Had from his wake ful custody purloined 
The guarded gold : To eagerly the fiend 
O'er bog, or steep, through strait, rough, dense, 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, pursues his way 
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies 
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At length a universal hubbub wild 

As stunning sounds and voices all confused, 

Borne through the hollow dark, assaults his ear 

With loudest vehemence : thither he pUes, 

Undaunted to meet there whatever power 

Or spirit of nethermost abyss 

Might in that noise rHside, of whom to ask 

Which way the nearest coast of darkness lies 

Bordering on light ; when straight behold the throne 

Of Chaos and his dark pavilon spread 

Wide on the wasteful deep ; with him enthroned 

Sat sable-vested Night, eldest of things. 

The consort of his reign ; and by them stood 

Orcushnd Hades, and the dreaded name 

Of Demogorgon ; Rumour next an<i Chance, 

And Tunmlt andConfuPion all erabroil'd, 

And Discord with a thousand vanous mouths. 

To whom satan turning boldly, thus: Ye powers 
And Spirits of this nethermost abyss. 
Chaos and ancient Night! I come no spy, 
With purpose to explore or to disturb 
The secrets of your realm: but, by constraint 
Wandering this darkaonie' desert, as my way 
Lies through your spacious empire up to light ; 
Alone, and without gtdde, half lost, I seek 
What readiest path leads where your gloomy bounds 
Confine with Heaven j or if some other place, 
From your dominion won, the ethereal King 
Possesses lately, thither to arrive 
I travel this profound ; direct my couse ; 
Directed ne mean rscempenee it brings 
To your behoof: if I that region lost, 
All usui*pation thence expell'd, reduce 
To her original darkness, and your sway 
(Which is my present journey,) and once more 
Erect the standard there ot ancient Night ; 
Yours be the advantage all^ mine the revenge !*' 




"TbiuSata.n; ■nd him thus tlie Anarch old. 
With Wtaiingepeoeh »nd visage incomposed, 
Anawei'd: I know thee, Btranger, who thou art, 
That mightj leading Angel, who oflste 
Made head againnt hearen'skin^, thoui;h oierthroira 
I uw and heard for auch a nuiaerouB host 
Fled not la lUence through the frighted deep, 
With rain upon ruin, rout on ruul, 
ConToBion worse confounded ; and Heaien gates 
Pour'd oat bj milliona hei vlclorioua haoda 
Punuing. I upon my frontiera here 
Keep reBidence ; if all I can will spne 
Thai hiile which is left ao to defend, 
Encroach'd on atill through your intestine broila 
Weakening the eeeptre of old Night; first Hell, 
Your dungeon, stretching far and wide honeath; 
Nov lately Heaien, and Barth another world. 
Hung o'er my reulm, tink'd in golden ehain 
To that udo heaven from whence your legions fell 
If (hat way he your walk, you have not far; 
So mueh the nearer danger ; go, and speed ! 
HoTOC and spoil, and ruin are my gain." 

He ceased ; and Satan staid not to reply; 
But glad tliat now his sea should lind a shore. 
With fresh alaehty, aniJ force ranew'd, 
Spring* upward, like a pyramid of lire. 
Into tha wide expanse; and, through the shock 
or fighting elcmenis, on all sidea round 
Ennron'd wins his way; harder beset. 
And more endanget'd than when Argo pasi'd 
Throag'b Boaporua, beti^Titthe jusllingroka: 
Orwhen UlyaseB an the larboard shun'd 
Oharybdii, and by the other wliirlpool ■teer'd, 
Se he with dii&culty and labor hard 
Hated on: with difficuitj' and labor he: 
But be once pass'd, soon after when Man Ml, 
Strufe •Itenitioa I Sin and Death anuin 
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Following his track, such was thowill ofHeaveOy 
Paved after him a broad and beaten way 
Over the dark abyss, whose boiling gulf 
Tamely endured a bridge of wondrous length. 
From Hell continued, reaching the utmost orb 
Of this frail world , by which the Spirts perverse 

With easy intercourse pass to and fro 
To tempt or punisli mortals, except whom 
God and good Angels gruard by special grace. 
But now at last the sacred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of Heaven 
Shoots far into the bosom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn , he re Nature first begin! 
Her furthest verge, and Chaos to retire 
As from her outmost works a broken foe 
With tumuh less, and with less hostile din ; 
That Satan wiih less toil, and now with ease, 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light ; 
And, like a weather beaten vessel, holds 
Gladly the po-t, thnugii shrouds and tackle torn, 
Or in the emptier waste, resembling air, 
Weighs his spread wings, at leisure to behold 
Far off the empyreal Heaven, extended wide 
In circuit, undeterminied square or round, 
With opal towers and battlements adom'd 
Of living sapphire once his native seat ; 
And fast by hanging in a golden chain, 
This pendent World, in bigness as a star 
Of smallest magnitude clos<5 by the moon. 
Thither, hill fraught w'th mischievous revenge,, 
Accmrsed and in a cursed hour he hies. 
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Cad, itllkig m hu thrmt, uit Satan Jlying lne«rd> lliia 
world, Ihtn ncu>^ cnaled; tbaaa him to Ike Son, loAa lot Bt 
Ail rigM Aand; /orettLi the juccms ^ Saion in jKn/irliHg mon- 
Umi; dern-t Mi onm juiltef mii' iciiilom from tli intpulolfoi, 
hacmg atttUd man Jrci, anil abtt aum^ la Ante iBilhjitiiad Ml 
Umpcr; yd declares Iiinpurpost of grate (MPun!) fiini, in rtgnrd 
htfiU not (if hit Birii malict, as did Sarin, InU % him itdaeti. 
The Son ^ Godremler.1 p.-ai.ies lahufalhirfar Iht matiifalatiat 
of his graeiaut purpoii loKarda num. But God agiria dKltaa 
that graci connol be txlrmlcd loumrdt nian aiiliait the totii- 
/ntlion 0/ Diuin* jurtire ; Man hath iffmded tht imjuly of Gtid 
by Bipiring lo GedAead, ainL, Ihere/orc icilh aU his progeny, de- 
vottj lo death wuilifie, loiksa some one loii be faimd m^cienl lo 
mrnnerjor hiii^ence, aiul undergo hia pjmishmiit. The Son tf 
Godjrtely igen fcuinef/ a ranjowi for nam : The Fallur accepts 
Aim, ordmm his tncanndUMj protuntneea hia etuUation abme ail 
Homa in Hrmen and Earth; caimnaaia ail Ihr ai\gela to adtrc 
him : They obey, and liyninias lo tkiir harps in fidl chair, ett- 
cbratitht Father and At Son. Memi^irhile Snlim aliglUa vp- 
mi the bare amvexof the amrU'i outmnoii art; lohere i«ani'ei>- 
ing he frat finds a place tinct railed tht Limha qf Fmitj ; WiW 

In-JMi (Old things Jly up thither; thence comia la thr gate of 
(OiiiTi, desaibeit aacmding by tliars, and the lealera lAone lie 
firmament thatJUno ofroul it 7 Hit passage thaice to the orb ^f 
the am; hefaala Ikere Uriel, tit regeul of thai orb, but _fii3 
thanges haraaiif into Iht shape of a inemer- onget : and, prt- 
lenJing a tealma destre to behold the nrtc crealion, and irm 
Khoai God had placed here, inquirea of him Ihi place of his hait- 
latim, andudirecUd; tUghlafirit en J^ount J^iphalti. 
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Hail, holy Light, of&pring of Heaven first-born, 

Or of the eternal co eternal beam, 
'May I express the unblamed ? sin< e Grod is ligfat. 

And never but in unapproached light 

Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, 
Bright affluence of bright essence increate ! 
Or heard'st thou rather, pure ethereal stream. 
Whose fountain who shall tell ? Before the sun, 
Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice 
Of God as with a mantle, didst invest 
The rising world of waters dark and deep 
Won from the void and formless infinite. 
Thee I revisit now with bc^er wing, 
Escaped the Stygian pod, though long detained 
In that obscure sojourn, while in my flight 
Through utter and through middle darkness bome^ 
With other notes than to the Orphean lyre, 
I sung of Chaos and eternal Night ; 
Taught by the heavenly muse to venture down 
The dark descent, and up to reascend. 
Though hard and rare : thee I revisit safe. 
And feel thy sovereign vital lamp ; but thou 
Revisit'st not these eyes, that roll in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn; 
To thick a drop serene hath quench'd t^ieix orbs. 
Or dim sufiusion veil'd. Yet not the more 
Cease 1 to wander where the muses haunt 
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Clear ipring, or shady grove, or sunny hill, 

Smit with the love of sacred song ; but chief 

Thee, Kon, and the flowery brooks beneath, 

That wadi'd thy hallowed feet, and warbling flow, 

Nightly I visit : nor sometimes forget 

Those other two equaled with me in fate. 

So were I equai'd with them in renown ! 

Blind Thamyris, and blind Maeonides ; 

And Tireaias, and Phincus, prophets old : 

Then feed onthouglits, that voluntary move 

Harmonious numbers : as the wakeful bird 

Sings darkling, and in shadiest covert hid 

Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with the yeaf 

Seasons return : but not to me returns 

Day, or the sweet approach of even or mom, 

Or sigh of vernal bloom, or summer's rose; 

Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine ; 

But cloud instead, and everdurin^ dark 

Surrounds me, from the cheerful ways of men 

Cut o% and for the book of knowledge fair 

Presented with a universal blank 

Of natufe's works, to me expunged and rased, 

Awd wisdom at one entrance quite shut out. 

So much the rather thou, celestial Light, 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 

Irradiate ; there plant eyes, all mist from thence 

Furge and disperse, that I may see and teU 

Of things invisible to mortal si /ht. 

Now had the Almighty Father from above. 
From the pure empyrean where he sits 
High throned above all heighth, bent down his eye 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About liim all the sanctitiesof Heaven 
Stood thick as stars, and from his sight reeeived 
Beatitude past utterance : on his right 
The radiant image of his glory *sat, 
His only Son ; en Earth he first beheld 
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Our two first parents, } el the only two 

Of mankind in the happy garden placed, 

Reapiag immortal fruits of joy and loYe, 

Uninterrupted joy, unrival'd Iov<;, * 

In blissfiil solitude ; h« llion survey*d 

Hell and the gulf betwt en, and Satan there 

Coasting the wall of tljc side nijjht 

In the dun air s iblime, and ready now 

To stoop with wearied Mnnps and willing feet. 

On the bare outside of this world, that seemed 

Firm land inibopom'd, without firmament, 

Uncertain wl ich, in ocean or in air. 

Him God beho dingfionj his prosp«d hijL'h, 

Wherein past, pr< sent, future he beholds, 

Thus to his only Son forseeing spake : 
"Only begotten Son, seest thou what rage 

Transports our adversary ? whom no bounds 
Prescribed, no bais at Hell, noi all the chains 

Heap'd on h'm there, nor yet the main abyss, 
Wide interrupt, can hold ; so bent he seems 
On desperate revenge, that shall ndound 
Upon his own rebellious head. And now, 
Through all restraint b; oke loose, he wings his way 
Not far off Heaven, in the precinct of light. 
Directly towards the new created world, 
And man there placed, with purpose to essay 
If him by force he can destroy, or worse, 
By some false guile pervert; and shall pervert; 
For man will hearken to his glossing lies, 
And easily transgress the sole command. 
Sole pledge of his obedience : So wih fall 
He and his faithless progeny. Whose fault ? 
Whose but his own? Ingrate, he had of me 
All he could have ; I made him just and right, 
Sufificient to hav^^ stood, though free to fall. 
Such I created *!l the ethereal Powers 
And Spirits, boi^ them who stood, and them who faii'd -, 
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WntHy they stood, who stood, and feO who felL 

Not free, what proof could they have giTen sinoere 

Of tmt allegiance, c«aetant faith, of ioTe^ 

Where only what they needs must do appeared. 

Not what they would? what praise could they receiT^^ 

What pleasure 1 from such obedience paid, 

When will and reason (reason also is choice) 

Uaeleas and vain, of freedom both despoil'd 

Made paseive both, had served necessity. 

Not me? They therefore, as to right belonged, 

So were created, nor can justly accuse 

Their Maker, or their making, or their fate. 

As if predestmation overruled 

Their will disposed by absolute decree 

Or high forduiowledge ; they -themselves decreed 

Their own revolt, not I ; if I foreknew, 

Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault. 

Which had no less proved certain unforeknown. 

So without least impulse or shadow of fate. 

Or aught by me immutably foreseen, 

They trespass, authors to themselves in all 

Both what they judge and what i hey choose ; for 80 

I formM them free : and free they most remain, 

Till they enthral themselves ; I else must changs 

Their nature, and revoke the high decree 

UnclMDgeable, eternal, which ordainM 

Thmr freedom ; they themselves ordain'd their fall 

The iiiiBt sort by their own suggestion fell. 

Self-tempted, self-depraved : Man falls, deceived 

By the other first : Man therefore shall find grace^ 

The other none ; In mercy and justice both. 

Through Heaven and Earth, so shall my glory excel 

But mercy, urst and last, shall brightest shine." 

Thus while God i^ake, ambrosial fragrance fiB'd 
All Heaven, and in the bless'd sphits Elect 
Sense of new joy inefferable diffused. 
Beyond compare the Son of God was seen 
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Most glorious ; in him aU his lather shone 
S-ubstantially expressed ; and in his face 
Divine compassion visibly appeard, 
Love without end, and without measure grace, 
Which, uttering, thus he to his father spake: 

"O Father, gracious was that word which closed 
Thy sov'reign sentence, that Man should find grace ; 
For which both Heaven and Earth shall high extol 
Thy praisps, with the innumerable sound 
Of hymns and sacred songs, wherewith thy throne 
Encompassed shall resound thee ever bless'd. 
For should Man finally be lost ? should Man, 
Thy creature late so loved, thy youngest son. 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join'dl 
With his own folly ? That be from thee far. 
That far be from thee, Father, who art Judge 
Of all lijin^H Tianc, and judgest only right. 
Or shall the Adversary thus obtain 
His end, and frustrate thine ? Shall he fulfS 
His malice, and thy goodness bring to nought f 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom, 
Yet with revtnge accomplish'd, and to Hell 
Draw uftrr him the whole lace of mankind, 
By him corrupted ? Or w^ilt thou thyself 
Abolish thy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy ^lory thou hadst made ? 
So should thy goodness and thy greatness both 
Be questioner and blasphemed without defence.*' 

To whom the great Creator thus repUed : 
"0 Sen, in when, n y soul hath chief dehght, 
Son of my bosom. Son who art alone 
My woid, my wisdom, and effectual might,^ 
All hast tl:< u f-j^ckcr^ as my thoughts are, aH 
As my eternal purpose hath decreed j 
Man shall not quite be lost, but saved who wifl^ 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 

Freely vouchsafed j once more I will renew 

G 
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His lapsed powers, though forfeit, and enthriE'd 
B J sin to foul exorbitant desires ; 
Upheld by me, yet once more he shall stand 
On efen ground against his mortal foe ; 
By me n{^eld, that he may know how irail 
Hieftlkn condition is, and tome owe 
AH bis d6liveranee,and to none but me. 
Some I have chosen ofpecuhar grace„ 
Bleet tUtxtve the rest ; so is my will: 
The reet shall hear me call, and oft be wam*d 
Their sinful state, and to appease betimes 
The mcensed Deity, while offered grace 
InTites I for I will clear their senses dark^ 
What may suffice, and soften stony hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 
To prayer, repentance and obedience due. 
Though but endeavored with sincere intent, 
Mine ear shall not be slow, mine eye not shutr 
And I will place within them as a guide, 
My um]Hre Conscience ; whom if they willhcar^ 
Light after light, well used, they shall attain. 
And to the end persisting", safe arrive. 
This my long sufierance, and my day of gracci 
They who neglect and scorn shall never taste 
But hard be hardened, blind be blinded more, 
llMt they may stumble on, and deeper &I1 ; 
And none but such firom mercy I exclude. 
But yet all is not done; Man disobeying, 
Dialoyal, breaks his fealty, and sins 
Against the high supremacy of Heaven, 
Afiecting Godhead, and, so losing all. 
To expiate his treason hath nought left, 
But to destruction sacred and devote. 
He with his whole posterity must die : 
Die he or justice must, unless for him 
SQme other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid satisfaction, death for death. ^ 
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Say, Heavenly Powers, where shall we find such love? 

Which of ye will be mortal, to redeem 

Man's mortal crime, and just the unjust to save ? 

Dwells in all Heaven charity so dear ?" 
He ask'd, but all the Heavenly choir stood mute. 

And silence was in Heaven : on Man's behalf 

Patron, or intercrssornone appeared. 

Much less tliat durst upon his own head draw 

The deadly foriViture and ransom set. 

And now vvitliout redemption all mankind 

Must have been lost, adjudged to Death and Hell 

By doom severe, had not the Son of God, 

In whom the fulness dwells of Jove divine. 

His dearest mediation thus renewed : 

"Father, thy word is pass'd, Man shall find grace; 
And shall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The speediest of her winged messengers, 
To visit all thy creatures, and to all 
Comes unprevented, unimplored, unsought? 
Happy for Man, so coming ; he her aid 
Can never seek, once dead in sins, and lost ; 
Atonement for himself or offering meet. 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring : 
Behold me then ; me for him, life for life 

I oflfer ; on me let thine anger fall ; 

Account me Man. I for his sake will lenre 

Tfay bosom, and this glory next to thee 

Freely put offj and for him lastly die 

Well pleased ; on me let Death wreck all his rage ; 

Under his gloomy power I shall not long 

Lie vanquished ; thou hast given me to possess 

Life in myself for ever ; by thee I hve, 

Though now to Death I yield, and am his due 

All that of me can die ; yet that debt paid, 

Thou wilt not leave me in the loathsome grave 

His prey, nor suflfer my unspotted soul 

For eyer with corruption there to dwell ; 
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But I fihall rise victorious, and subdue 
My vanquiph«»r spoi** ^ of ' ig vaunted spoil ; 
D^th his death's wound shallthen receive and stoop 
b|^k)siou8, of ''.IB inii'ibh.^Li'ig disarmed. 
I tihioiigfa the ample air in triumph high 
SI aU lead Hell captive, raaugre Hell, and show 
l^ie powers of darkness bound. Thou, at the sight 
Heased, out of Heaven shaltlook down and smile,. 
While, by thee raised, I ruin all my foes. 
Death last, and with his carcass glut the 'grave : 
Ilien, with the multitude of my redeem^. 
Shall enter Heaven, long absent and return, 
Fethefy to see thy face, wherein no cloud* 
Ofanger shall remain, but peace assured 
And veoondlement ; wrath shall be no more 
Theneeferth, but in thy presence joy entire.'' 
His words here ended, but his meek aspect 
Silent yet spake, and breathed immortal love 
To mortal Men,. above which only shone 
Filial obedience. As a sacrifice 
Qlad to be ofier'd, he attends the will 
or his great Father. Admiration seized 
AU Heaven, what this might mean, and whither tend* , 
Wondering ; but ioon the Almighty thus refdied: 
** O thou in Heaven and Earth the only peace 
Femd out for Maiiknid under wrath ! O thou, 
Ifysoleoomiilaeenee! wellthoa know'st how dear 
To me aie all my woikto, nor Man the least, 
Thooghlaet created; that for him I spare 
Tliee from my bosom and right hand, to save, 
By loosing thee a idiile, the whole race lost. 
Thou, therefore, whom thou only canst redeem,. 
Thehr nature also to thy nature join ; 
And be thyself Man among Men on Earth, 
Made flesh, when time shall be, of virgin seed,, 
By wondrous birth : be thou in Adam's roont 
Tlie head of aH Mankind, thou Adam's son « 
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As in him perish all Men, so in thee, 
As from a second root, sliall be restored 
As many as arc restored, without thee none. 
His crime makes iruilty all his sons ; thy merit, 
Imputed, sliall absolve them who renounce 
Their own both righteous and unrighteous deeds 
And live in thee transplanted, and from thee 
Beceive new life. So Man, as is most, just, 
Shall justify for Man, be judged and die. 
And dying rise, and rising with him raise 
His brethren, ransoniM with his own dear life. 
So Heavenly love shall outdo H?^llish hate, 
Giving to Death, tiaddying to redeem; 
So dearly to redeem what Hellish hate 
So easily destroyed and still destroys 
In those who, when they may, accept not grace. 
Nor shalt thou, by descendinjr to assume 
Man's nature, lessen or degrade thine own. 
Because thou hast, though throned in highest bliflS 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying 
Godlike fruition, quitted all, to save 
A World from utter loss, and hast been found 
By merit more than birthright Son o» God, 
Found worthiest to be so by being good. 
Far more than great or high ; because in thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds,* 
Therefore thv humiliation shall oxalt 
With thee thv manhood also to this throne ; 
Here shalt thou sit incarnate, here ahalt reign 
Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed universal King ; all power 
I give thee : reign for ever, and assume 
Thy merits ; undr>r thee, as Head Supreme, 
Thron^is, Pio'^'^l-) ns, Pow'^is. Dominions I reduce : 
All knc<'.^ io i'-e.- a lall bow, of them that bide 
In H aven, ov Rarth, or under Earth in Hell. 
When thou, attended gloriously from Heaven, 

G* 
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Shalt in the sky appear, and from thee send 

The summoning' Archangels to proclaim 

Thy dread tnbunal ; forthwith from all winds, 

The living, and forthwith the cited dead 

Of all past ages, to the general doom 

Shall hasten ; such a peal shall rouse their sleep. 

Then, all thy Saints assembled, thou shalt judge 

Bad Men and Angels ; they, arraignM, shall sink 

Beneath thy sentence ; Hell, her numbers full. 

Thenceforth shall be for ever shut. Meanwhile 

The World shall burn, and from her aslies spring 

New Heaven and Earth, wherein the just shall dwell. 

And, after all their tribuLilions long, 

See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds. 

With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth. 

Then thou thy regal sceptre shalt lay by. 

For regal sceptre then no more shall need, 

God shall be all in all. But all ye Grods, 

Adore him, who to compass all this dies ; 

Adore the Son and honor liim as mc." 

No sooner had the Almighty ceased, but all 
The multitude of Angels, with a shout 
Ijoud as from numbers without number sweet, 
As from bless'd voices, uttering joy. Heaven rung 
With jubilee, and loud Hosannas fill'd 
The eternal regions : lowly reverent 
Towards either throne they bow, and to the ground 
With solemn adoration down they cast 
Their crowns inwove with amarant and gold ; 
Immortal amarant, a flower which once 
In Paradise, fast by the tree of life, 
Began to bloom ; but soon for Man's oflence 
To Heaven removed, where first it grew, there grows ; 
And tlowers aloft shading the fount of life, 
And where the river of bliss through midst of Heaven 
Rollj o'er Elysftn flowers her amber stream ; 
Willi tliesc that never fade the Spirits elect 
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Bind their resplendent locks in wreathed with bcani«:; 
Now in loose garlands tliick thrown ofi| the bright 
PavemcDt, that hke a sea of jasper shone, 
Impurpled witli celestial roses smiled. 
Then crown'd a^^ain, their golden liarps tliey to©k, 
A Harps ever tuned, that glittering by their side 
£ike quivers hung, and with preamble sweet 
CM charming symphony they introduce 
Their sacred song, and waken raptures high ; 
No voice exempt, no voice but well could join 
])tIelodious part, such concord is in Heaven. 

"Thee, Father, lirst they sung Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal Kin^^, thee. Author of all being. 
Fountain of light, thyself in\isiblc 
Amidst the glorious brightness when thou sit'st 
Throned inaccessible, but when thou shad^st 
The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant shrine. 
Dark with excessive bright thy skirts appear, 
Yet dazzle Heaven, that brightest Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil tlieir cjee. 
Thee next they sang of all creation first. 
Begotten Son, Divine Simihtude, 
In whose.conspicuous countenance, without cloiKt 
Made visible, the Almighty Father shines, 
'Whom else no creatilre can behold ; on thee 
Inqiress'd the efhilgence of his glory abides. 
Transfused on thee his ample Spirit rests. 
The Heaven of Heavens and all the Powers thereui 
By thee created ; and by thee tlirew down 
The aspiring Dominations : Thou that day 
Thy Father's dreadful thunder didst not spare. 
Not stop thy flaming chariot-wheels, that slioolv 
Heavens everlastini: framr, vvhile o'er the nocks 
Thou drovest of warring Angels disarray'd, 
Back from pursuit thy Powers with loud acflaioi 
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Thee only extolPd, Son of thy Father's might, 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes, 
Not so on Man, Him, through their mahcc fallen, 
Father of mercy and grace, thou didst not doom 
So strictly, but much more to pity incline : 
No sooner did thy dear and only Son 
Perceive thee purposed not to doom frail Man 
So strictly, but much more to pity inclined. 
He to appease thy wrath, and c'-nd the strife 
Of mercy and justice in thy face discern'd. 
Regardless of the bliss wherein be sat 
Seiond to thee, offer'd himself to die 
For Man's offence. •' O unexampled love, 
Love no where to be found less than divine ! 
Hail, Son of God, Saviour of Men ! Thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my song 
Henceforth, and never shall my heart thy praise, 
Forget, nor from thy Father's praise disjoin." 

T hup ihf y in Hrav« n above the starry sphere 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning spent. 
Meanwiiile upon the firraopacous globe 
Gf this round World, whose first convex divides 
The luminous inferior 6rbs, enclosed 
From Chaos and the inroad of darkness old, 
Satan alighted walks ; aglobt; far off 
It oeem'd, jiow seems a boundless continent 
Dark, waste, >ind wild, under the frown <»f Night 
-Starless exposed, and ever thrt atcning storms 
Of Chaos blustering round, inclement sky ; 
Save on that side which from the wall of Heaven, 
Though distant far, some small reflection gains 
Of glimmenng air, less vex'd with tempest loud : 
Here walk'd the Fiend at large in spacious field. 
As when a vulture on Imaus bred. 
Whose snowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 
Dislodging f;om a region scarce of prey, 
To gorge the flesh of lambs or yeanling kids. 
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Oq hills where flocks are fed, flies toward the springs 

Of Ganges or Hydaspes, Indian streams; 

But in his way lights on the barren plains 

Of Sericana, where Chineses drive 

With sails and wind there cany wagons light : 

So, on this windy sea of land, !he Fiend 

Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey, 

Alone, for other creatures in this place, 

Living or lifeless, to be found was none ; 

None yet, but store hereafter from the Earth 

Up hither like aerial vapors flew 

Of all things transitory and vain, when sin 

With vanity had filled the works of Men ; 

Both all things vain, and all who on vain tilings 

Built their fond hopes of glory or lasting fame, 

Or happiness in this or the other life ; 

All who have their reward on Earth, the fruits 

Of painful superstition and blind zoal. 

Nought seeking but the praise of Man, here find 

Fit retribution, euipty as their deeds ; 

All the aceomphsh'd works of nature's hand, 

Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix'd, 

Dissolved on Earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 

Till final dissolution, wander Ijere ; 

Not in the neighboring Moon as some have dream'd; 

Those argent fields,- more likely habitants, 

Translated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 

Betwixt the angelical and human kind. 

Hither of ill-joined sons and daughters bom 

First from the ancient world those giants came 

With many a vain exploit, though then renown'd : 

The builders next of Babel on the plain 

Of Sennaar, and still with vain design, 

New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build i 

Others came single ; he, who to be deem'd 

A God, leap'd fondly into ^tna flames, 

Empedocles j and he, who, to enjoy 
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Plato^s Elysium, leapM into the sea, 
Cleombrotus ; and many more too long, 
Embryos, and idiots, eremites, and friars 
AVhite, black, and gray, with all their trumperj'. 
Here Pilgrims roam, that stray'd so far to seek 
In Golgotha him dead who lives in Heaven ; 
And they, who, to be sure of Paradise, 
Dying, put on the weeds of Dominic, 
Or in Franciscan think to pass disguised ; 
They pass the planets seven, and pass the fix'd, 
And that crystalline sphere whose balance weighs 
The trepidation^talk'd, and that first moved ; 
And now Saint Peter at Heaven's wicket seems 
To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 
Of Heaven's ascent they lift their feet, when, lo, 
A violent cross-wind from eithei: coast 
' Blows them transverse, ten thousand leagues away 
Into the devious air: then might ye see 
Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, toss'd 
And flutter'd into rags ; then reliques, beads. 
Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls. 
The sport of winds : all these, up-whirl'd aloft, 
Fly o'€r the back side of the World far off 
Into a Limbo largo and broad, since call'd 
The Paradise of Fools, to few unknown 
Long after, now unpeopled and untrod. 
All this dark globe the Fiend found as he passed, 
And long he wandered, till at last a gleam 
Of dawning light turned thitherward in haste 
His travell'd steps : far distant he descries, 
Ascending by degrees magnificent 
Up to the wall of Heaven, a structure high ; 
At top whereof, but far more rich, appear'd 
The work as of a kingly palace-gate. 
With frontispiece of diamond and gold 
Embellish'd ; thick with sparkling orient gems 
The portal shone, inimitableion Earth 
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By model, or by shading pencil, drawn. 

The stairs were such as whereon Jocob saw 

Angels ascending and descending, bands 

Of Guardians bright, when he from Esau fled 

To Padan-Aram, in the. field of Luz 

Dreaming by night under the open sky. 

And waking cried, This is the g(Ue of Heaven, 

Each stair mysteriously was meant, nor stood 

There always, but drawn up to Heaven sometimes 

Viewless ; and underneath a bright sea flow*d 

Of jasper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 

Who after came from Earth, sailing arrived 

Wafted by Angels, or flew o'er the lake 

Wrapp*d in a chariot drawn by fiery steeds. 

The stairs were then let down, whether to dare 

The Fiend by easy ascent, or aggravate 

His sad exclusion from the doors of bliss : 

Direct against which open'd from beneath, 

Just o'er the blissful seat ofParadise, 

A passage down to the Earth, a passage wide, 

Wider by far than that of after-times 

Over Mount Sion, and, though that were large. 

Over the Promised Land to God so dear ; 

By which to visit oft those happy tribes, 

On high behest his Angels to and fro 

Pass'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard 

From Paneas, the fount of Jordan's flood, 

To Beersaba where the Holy Land 

Borders on Egypt and the Arabian shore ; 

So wide the opening seem'd, where bounds were set 

To darkness, such as bound the ocean waye^ 

Satan from hence, now on the lower stair. 

That scaled by steps of gold to Heaven-gate, 

Looks down with wonder at the sudden view 

Of all this World at once. As when a scout, 

Through dark and desert ways with peril gone 

All night, at last by break of cheerftd dawn 
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Obtains the brow of some high-climbing hill. 

Which to I lis eye discovers unaware 

The goodly prospect of some foreign land 

First seen, or some renown'd metropolis 

With glistering spires and pin nacles adorned. 

Which now the rising Sun gilds with his beams : 

Such wonder seized, though after Heaven seen, 

The Spirit malign, but much more envy seized, 

At sight of all this World beheld so fair. 

Round he surveys (and well might where he stood 

So high above the circling canopy 

Of night's extended shade,) from eastern point 

Of Libia to the fleecy star that bears 

Andromeda far off Atlantic seas 

Beyond the horizon ; then from pole to pole 

He views in breadth, and without longer pause 

DoHTi right into the World's first region throws 

liis flight precipitant, and winds with ease 

Through the pure marble air his oblique way 

Amongst innumerable stars, that shone 

Stars distant, but nigh hand seem'd other worlds j 

Or other worlds they seem'd, or happy isles, 

Like those Hesperian gardens famed of' Id, 

Fortunate fields, and groves, and flowery vales, 

Thrice happy isles, but who dwelt happy there 

He staid not to inquire r above them all 

The golden Sun, in splendor likest Heaven, 

Allured his eye ; thither his course he bends 

Through the calm firmament (but up or down, 

By centre, or eccentric, bard to tell, 

Or longitude,) where the great luminary 

Aloof the vulgar constellations thick, 

Tliat from his lordly eye keep distance due. 

Disperses Ught from far; they, as they move 

Their starry dance in numbers that compute 

Days, months, and years, towards his all cheerinf lamp 

Turn swift their various motions, or are tum'd 



BOOK III.] PAHADISE LOST. S:' 

By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 
The aniverse, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration, though unseen, 
Shoots inyifflble virtue even to the deep ; 
So wondrously was set his station bright 
Their lands the Fiend, a spot like which perhaps 
Astronomer in the Sun's lucent orb. 
Through his glazed optic tube yet never saw. 
The place he found beyond expression bright. 
Compared with aught on Earth, metal or stone'; 
Not all parts Uke, put all alike informed 
W ith radiant light, as glowing iron with fire ; 
If metal, part seemed gold, part silver clear; 
If stone, carbuncle most or crysolite, 
Ruby or topaz, to the twelve that shone 
In Aaron's breastplate, and a stone besides 
Imagined rather oft, than elsewhere seen. 
That stone, or like to that which here below 
Philosophers in vain so long have sought, 
In vain,^ though by their powerful art they bind 
Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound 
In various shapes of old Proteus from the sea, 
DrainM through a Umbeck to his native form 
What wonder then if fields and regions hero 
Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run 
Portable gold, when with one virtuous touch 
The Arch-Chemic Sun, so far from us remote, 
Produces, with terrestrial hymor mix'd. 
Here in the dark so many precious things 
Of color glorious and effect so rare? 
Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 
Undazzled ; far and wide hia eye commandi^ 
For sight no obstacle found here, nor shade. 
But all snnshine, as when his beams at noon 
Culminate from the equator, as they now 
Shot upward still direct, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaone can fall; and the aii> 



86 PARADI»E LOST. [BOOK III. 

No where so clear, sharpened by his visual ray 

To objects distant fiu", whereby he soon 

Saw within ken a glorious Angel stand, 

The same whom John saw also in the Sun ; 

His back was turned, but not his brightness hid ; 

Of beaming sunny rays a golden tiar 

Circled his head, nor less his locks behind 

Illustrious on his shoulders fledge with wings 

Lay waving round ; on some great charge employed 

He seemed,- or fixed in cogitation deep. 

Glad was the Spirit impure, as now in hope 

To find who might direct his wandering fiight 

To Paradise, the happy seat of Man, 

His journey's end and our beginning wo. 

But first he casts- to change his proper shape, 

Which else might work him danger or delay j 

And now a stripling Cherub he appears, 

Not of the prime, yet such as in his face 

Youth smiled celestial, and to every limb 

Suitable grace difiused , so well he feignM : 

Under a coronet his flowing hair 

In curies on either cheek play'd ; wings he wore 

Ot many a color'd plume, sprinkled with gold ; 

His habit fit for speed succinct, and held 

Before his decent steps a silver wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard ; the Angel bright. 

Ere he drew nigh, his radiant visage turn'd. 

Admonished by his ear, and straight was known 

The Archangel Uriel, one of the seven 

Who in God's presence, nearest to his throne, 

Stand ready at conunand, and are his eyes 

That nm through all the Heavens, or down to the T^rth 

Bear liis swift errands over moist and dry, 

O'er sea and land : him Safan thus accosts: 

" Uriel, for thou of those seven Spirits that stand 
In sight of God's high throne, gloriously bright. 
The first art wont his great authentic will, 
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Interpreter through higheBt Heaven to bring, 

Where all his Sons thy embassy attend ; 

And here art likehest by supreme decree 

Like honor to obtain, and as his eye 

To visit oft this new creation round ; 

Unspeakable desire to see and know 

All these his woundrous works, but chiefly Man, 

His chief dehght and favor, hita for whom 

All these his works so wondrous he ordain'd. 

Hath brought me from the choirs of Cherubim 

Alone thus wandering. Brightest Seraph, tell 

Tn which of all these shining orbs hath Man 

His fixed scat, or fixed seat hath none, 

But all these shining orbs his choice to dwell; 

That I may "find him, and with secret gaze 

Or open admiration him behold. 

On whom the great Creator hath bestowed 

V»^orlds, and on whom hath all these graces pour'd ; 

That both in him and all things, as is meet, 

The universal Maker we may praise j 

Who justly hath driven out his rebel foes 

To deepest Hell, and, to repair that loss, 

Created this new happy race of Men 

To serve him better : . Wise are all his ways." 

So spake the false dissembler unperceived ; 

For neither Man nor Angels can discern 

Hypocrisy, the only evil that walks 

Invisible, except to Grod alone. 

By his permissive will, through Heaven and Earth 

And oft, though wisdom wake, suspicion sleeps 

At wisdom^s gate, and to simplicity 

Resigns her chmrge, while goodness thinks no ill 

Where no ill seems ; which now for once beguiled 

Uriel, though regent of the Sun, and Held 

The sharpest sighted Spirit of all in Heaven ; * 

Who to the fraudulent impostor foul, 

In his uprightness, answer thus retum'd ; 
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''Fair angel, thy desire, which tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 
The great Workmaster, leads to no excess 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praise 
The more it seems excess, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal mansion thus alone, 
To witness with thines eyes what some periiaps, 
Contented with report, here only in Heaven: 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleasant to know, and worthiest to be all 
Had in remembrance always with delight : 
But what creative mind can comprehend 
Their number, or the Wisdom infinite 
That brought them forth, but liid their causes deep 
I saw when at his word the formless mass, 
This World's material mould, came to a heap : 
Confusion heard his voice and wild uproar 
Stood ruled, stood vast infinitude confined : 
Till at his seckond bidding darkness fled, 
liight shone, and order from disorder sprung : 
Swilt on their several quarters hastened then 
The cumbnus elements, earth flood, air, fire ; 
And this ethereal quintessence of Heaven 
Flew upward, spirited with various forms, 
That roll*d orbicular, and tum'd to stars 
Numberless, as thou seest, and how they move. 
Each had his place appointed, each his course; 
The rest in circuit walls this universe. 
Look downward, on that globe, whose hither side 
Wi th light firom hence, though but reflected, shinee : 
That place is Earth, the seat of Man : that li^t 
His day, which else, all the other hemisphete, 
Ni£^t would invade; but there the neighboring moo(i 
(So call that opposite fiur star) her aid 
Timely interposes, and her monthly lotmd 
Still ending, still renewing, through mid HeavejD^ 
WithborrowM light her countenance triform 
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Hence fills and empties to enlighten the Earth, 
And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
Tliat spot, to which I point, is Paradise, 
Adam*s abode ; those lofty shades his bower. 
Thy way thou canst not miss, me mine requires." 

Thus said, he turnM ; and Satan bowing low, 
As to superior Spirits is wont in Heaven, 
Where honor due and reverence none neglects, 
Took leave, and towards the coast of Earth beneath 
Down from the ecliptic, sped with hoped succes 
Throws his steep flight in many an aeiy wheel ; 
Nor staid, till on Niphates' top he lights. 
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Satan, now in prospect qf Eden, and nigh the place where he 
irmri now attempt the hold enterprise which he undertook, alone 
agabist God and Man, faUs into many doubts with himself, and 
many passions, fear, envy and despair,; but at length confirms 
bbnsdf in evil ; journeys on to Paradise, whose outward pros» 
pect and sUuaiUm are described; overleaps the bounds ; sits in 
theshape qf a cormorant on the tree of life, as highest in the 
garden, to look about him. The garden described; SatarCs first 
sUghi of Adamand Eve ; his wonder at their excdUntform arid 
htqtpy state, but with resohiiien to' work their fall; overhears their 
discourse; thence gathers that the tree of knowledge, was for- 
bidden them to eat of, under penalty of death ; and thereon 
intends to found his temptation by seducing them to trans^ 
gress ; Then leaves them awhile to Jauno further of their state by 
some other means, MeanwhXU Uriel descending on a sunbeam 
warns Gabriel, who had in charge the gate of Paradise, that 
some evU Spirit had escaped the deep, andpassed at noon by his 
sphere in the shape of a good Angd down to Paradise, discovered 
after by his furious gestures on the mount, Gabriel promises to 
find hm ere morning, J^ht coming on, Adam and JSm 4iff- 
course of going to their rest. Their Imoer described ; thdr even- 
ing worship, Gabrid, drawing forth his bands of nighi watch 
to walk the round of Paradise, appoints two strong Angels lo 
Adam^s bower, lest the evil Spirit should be there doing some harm 
to Adam or Eve sleeping; there they find him at the emr qf 
Eve, tempting her in a dream, and bring him, though unwH- 
ting, to Gabrid; by whom questioned, he scon^fidly answera; 
prepares resistance; but, hindered by a sign from UomenjJIkM 
out of Paradise, 
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for that warning voice which he who saw 

The apocalypse, heard cry in Heaven aloud, 

Then when the dragon put to second rout 

Came furious down to be revenged on Men, 

Woe to the inhabitants on Earth ! that now, 

While time was, o;ir first parents had been warn'd 

The coming of their secret foe, and escaped — 

Haply so escaped his mortal snare ; For now 

Satan, now first inflamed with rage, came down, 

The tempter ere the accuser of mankind, 

To wreak on innocent frail Man his loss 

Of that first battle, and his flight to Hell : 

Yet not rejoicing in his speed though bold 

Far offand fearless, nor with cause to boast. 

Begins his dire attempt ; which night the birth 

Now rolling broils in his tumultuous breast, 

And like a Devilish engine back recoils 

Upon himself; horror and doubt distract • 

His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom stir 

The Hell within him ; for within him Hell 

He brings, and round about him, nor from Hell 

One step, no more than from himself, can fly 

By change of place : Now conscience wakes despair 

That alumber'd ; wakes the bitter memory 

Of what he was, what is, and what must be 

Worse; of worse deeds worse sufferings must ensue- 

Sometimes towards Eden, which now in his fiew 

Lay pleasant, his grieved look he fixed sad ; 

Sometimes towards Heaven, and the full-blazing Snti. 
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Which now sat high in his meridian tower : 
Then, much revolving, thus in sighs began ; 

"O thou, that, with surpassing glory crown'd, 
Look'st from thy sole dominion like the God 
Of this new World ; at whose sight all the stars 
Hide their diminished heads ; to thee I call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name, 

Sun! to tell thee how I hate thy beams. 
That bring to my remembrance from what state 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy sphere ; 
Till pride and worse ambition threw me down 
Warring in Heaven against Heaven's matchless King • 
Ah, wherefore ! he deserved nosuchretum 

From me, whom he created what I was 
In that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his service hard. 
What could be less than to aflbrd him praise, 
The easiest recompense, and pay him thanks, 
How due ! yet all his good proved ill in me, 
And wrou ght but malice ; lifted up so high 
I disdain' d subjection, and thought one step higher 
Would set me highest, and in a moment quit 
The debt immense, of endless gratitude, 
So burdensome still paying still to owe : 
Forgetful what from him I still received, 
And understood not that a grateful mind 
By owing owes not, but still pays, at once 
Indebted and discharged ; what burden then? 
! had his powerful destiny ordain'd 
Me some inferior Angel, I had stood 
Then happy no unbounded hope had raised 
Ambition! Yet why not? some other power 
As great might have aspired, and me though mean 
Drawn to his part ; but other powers as great 
Fell not but stand unshaken, from wherein 
Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. 
Hadst thou the same free will and power to stand ,* 
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Thou hadst : whom hadst thou then or what to accuse, 

But Heaven*s free love dealt equally to all ! 

Be then his love accursed, since love or hate, 

To me alike it deals eternal woe. 

Nay, cursed be thou ; since against his thy will 

Chose freely what it now so justly rues. 

Me miserable ! which way shall I fly 

Infinite wrath and infinite despair ? 

Which way I fly is Hell ; myself am Hell ; 

And, in the lowest deep, a lower deep 

Still threatening to devour me opens wide, 

To which the Hell I sufier seems a Heaven. 

O, then, at last relent : Is there no place 

Lefl for repentance, none for pardon left ? 

None left but by submission ; and that word 

Disdain forbids me, and my dread of shame 

Among the Spirits beneath, whom I seduced 

With other promises and other vaunts 

Than to submit boasting 1 could subdue 

The Omnipotent. Oh me ! • they little know 

How dearly I abide that boast so vain, 

Under what torments inwardly I groan, 

While they adore me on the throne of Hell. 

With diadem and sceptre high advanced, 

The lower still I fall only Supreme 

In misery : Such joy ambition finds. 

But say I could repent, and could obtain, 

By act of grace, my former state ; how soon 

Would height recal high thoughts, how soon unsay 

What feign'd submission swore ? Ease would recant 

Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 

For never can true reconcilement grow. 

Where womids of deadly hate have pierced so deep: 

Which would but lead me to a worse relapse 

And heavier fall ; bo should I purchase dear 

Short intermission bought with double smart. 

This knows my punishATj therefore as far 
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From granting he, as I from begging, peace ; 

All hope excluded thus, behold, instead 

Of us outcast, exiled his new delight, 

Mankind created, and for him this World. 

So farewell, hope ; and with hope farewell, ibar ; 

Farewell, remorse ! all good to me is lost ; 

Evil, be thou my good j by these at least 

Divided empire with Heaven's King 1 hold, 

By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign'd ; 

As Man, ere long, and this new World shall know." 

Thus while he spake, each passion dimn'd his face 
Thrice changed with pale, ire, envy and despair 
Which marrM his borrow'd visage, and betrayed 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld, 
For Heavenly minds iiom such distempers foul 
Are ever clear. Whereof he soon aware 
£ach perturbation smooth'd with outward calm 
Artificer of fraud ; and was the first 
That practised falsehood under saintly show. 
Deep malice to conceal couch'd with revenge 
Yet not enou;2h had practised to deceive 
Uriel once wam*d whose eye pursued him down 
The way he went and on the Assyrian mount 
Saw bis disfigu' ed, more than could beial 
Spirit of happy sort : His gestures fierce 
He markM and mad demeanf)r, then alone, 
Ai hesupp: scd, all unobserved, unseen. 
So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradise, 
Now nearer, crowns wito her enclosure green, 
As with a rural mound, the champaign head 
Of a steep wilderness, whose hairy sides 
With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild, 
Access denied j and overhead np grew 
Insuperable height of loftiest riiade. 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A silvan scene ; and as the ranks ascend 
Shade above shade, a woody theatre 
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Of stateliest view. Yet higher tlian their tops 

The verduous wall of Paradise up sprung : 

Which to our general sire gave prospect large 

Into his nether empire neighboring round. 

And higher than that wall a circling row 

Of goodliest tr<;efl, looden with fairest fruit, 

Blossoms and fruits a' once of golden hue 

Appear'd, with gay enamelled colo'-s mixM ; 

On which the sun more glad impress'd his beams 

Than on fair evening cloud or human bow, 

WhenCod hath shower'd the earth ; so lovely seem'4 

Tliat landscape ; and of pure now purer air 

Meets his approach, aid to the heart inspires 

Vernal debghl and joy, able to drive 

All sadness but despair . Now gentle gales, 

Fanning their odoriferous wings, dispense 

Native perfumes, and whisper whence they stole 

Those balmy spoils. As when to them who saU 

Beyond the cape of Hope, and now are passM 

Mozambic, off at sea north-east winds blow 

Sah(^an odors from tlie spicy shore 

Of Araby the bless'd ; with such delay 

Well pleased they slack their course, and many a league 

Ch'^er'd with tho grateful smell old ocean smiles; 

So on^TtiiinM those odorous sweets the Fiend, 

Wh.) ca.'MC their bane; though with them better pleased 

Than Asmodens with the fishy fume 

That drove liiui, through enamour'd, from the spouse 

Of Tobit's Son, and with a vengeance sent 

From Media post to Egypt, their fast bound; 

Now to the ascent of that steep savage hill 
Satan had journey'd on, pensive and slow; 
But further way found none, so thick entwined, 
As one continued brake, the undergrowth * 
Of shrubs and tangling bushes had perplex'd 
All path of man or beast that pass'd thai way. 
One gate there only was, and that look'd east 
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On t he other side : which when the Arch-felon saw, 

Due entrance he disdainM : and, in contempt, 

At one slight bound high overleap'd all bound 

Of hill or highest wall and sheer within 

Lights on hisfeet. As when a prowling wolf, 

Whom hunger drives to seek new haunt for prey, 

Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve 

In hiurdled coates amid the field secure, 

Leaps o'er the fence with ease into the fold : 

Or as a thief, bent to unhoard the cash 

Of some rich burgher, whose substantial doors, 

Cross-barr'd and bolted fast, fear no assault. 

In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles : 

So dumb this first grand Thief into God's fold ; 

So since into his church lewd hirelings cUmb. 

Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life. 

The middle tree and highest there that grew. 

Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life. 

Thereby regain'd, but sat devising death 

To them who lived ; nor on the virtue thought 

Of that hfe-giving plant, but only used 

For prospect, what well used had been the pledgb 

Of immortality. So little knows 

Any, but God alone, to value right 

The good before him, but perverts best thing 

To worst abuse or to their meanest use. 

Beneath hhn with new wonder now he views. 

To all delight of human sense exposed, 

In narrow room, nature's whole wealth, yea more. 

A Heaven on Earth : For bUssful Paradise 

Of God the gajden was, by him in the east 

Of Eden planted j Eden stretch'd herUne 

From Auran eastward to the royal towers 

Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings. 

Or where the sons of Dden long before 

Dwelt in Talassar: In this pleasant soil ' 

His far more pleasant garden God ordain'd ; 
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Out of the fertile ground he caused to grow 

All trees of nobIc:?t kind for sight, smell, taste; 

And all amid them stood the tree of life, 

High eminent, blooming ambrosial fruit 

Of vegetable gold ; and next to life, 

Our death, the tree of knowledge, grew fastby. 

Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill. 

Southward througli Eden went a river large. 

Nor changed his course, but through the shaggy hill 

Pass'd underneath ingulPd ; for God had thrown 

That mountain as his garden mound high raised 

Upon the rapid current, which, through veins 

Of porous earth with kindly thirst updrawn, 

Rose a fresh fountain, and with many a rill 

Water'd the garden ; thence united fell 

Down the steep glade, and met the nether flood, 

Which from his darksome passage now appears, 

And now, divided into four main streams, 

Runs diverse, wandering many a famous realm 

And country, whereof here needs no account ; 

But rather to tell how, if art could tell, 

How from that sapphire fount the crisped brooks, 

Rolling on orient pearl and sands of gold, 

With mazy error under pendent shades 

Ran nectar, visiting each plant, and fed 

Flowers worthy of Paradise, which not nice art. 

In beds and curious knots, but nature boon 

Pour'd forth profuse on hill, and dale, and plain. 

Both where the morning sun first warmly smote 

The open field, and where the unpierced shado 

Imbrown'd the noontide bowers : Thus was this place 

A happy rural seat of various view ; 

Groves whose rich trees wept odorous gums and balm 

Others whose fruit, bumish'd with golden rind, 

Hung amiable, Hesperian fables trae, 

If true, here only, and of delicious taste ; 

Betwixt them Uwd, or level downs, and flocks 
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Grazing the tender herb, were inlerposed. 

Or palmy hillock ; or the flowery lap 

Of some irriguous vall<;y spread her store, 

Flowers of all hue. an-i without thorn the rose: 

Another side, umbageou? grots and caves 

Of cool recess, o'er wliich tht ma.tling vine 

Lays forth her purple grap^, and irontb^ crepps 

luxuriant; meanwiiile murmuring waters fall 

Down the slope hills, dispersed, or in a lake, 

That to the fringed bank with nivrtle crown'd 

Her crystal mirror holds, unite their streams. 

The birds their choir apply ; airs, vernal airs^ 

Breathing the smell of iicUl and cjrove, attune 

The trembling leaves, v/hilo universal Pan, 

Knit with the graces and the hours in dance^ 

Led on the eternal spring Not thai (ai- field 

Of Ema, where Proserpine gathnring flowers, 

Herself a fairy flower by gloomy Dis 

Was gather*d which cost Ceres all that pain 

To seek her through the world ; nor thai sweet grore 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and the inspired 

Castolian spring might with tl)is Paradise 

Of Eden strive; nor that Nyseian isle 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, 

WTiom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove, 

Hid A'Palthea, and her florid son 

Young Bacchus, from his stepdame Rhea's eye ; 

Nor where Abassin kings their issue guard, 

Mount Amara, though this by some supposed 

True Paradise under the r.t'iiop lin'' 

By Nilus' head, enclosed with shiiing rock> 

A whole days journey high, Imil wi'e remote 

From this Assyrian garden ; M'iiere the fiend 

Saw, undelighted, all delight, all kind 

Of living creatures, new to sight, and strange^ 

Two of far nobler shape, erect and tall, 

Godlike erect, with native honor clad 
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In naked majesty, seem'«l lords of all: 

And worthy seenn' I fir in their looks divine 

The image of t'leir glorious Maker shone. 

Truth, wisdom, sanctitnd", severe and pure 

(Severe, but m ♦.•^le "ilial freedom pla<'.ed,) 

Whence true autho'*ifv in m'^n ; though both 

Not equal, as their aox not equal seem'd ; 

For conte.-nplatioi h^ and valor form'd 

For softness siie and sweet attractive grace ; 

He for God o dv, she tor Grod in him r 

His fair lart;o front and eye sublime declared 

Absolute rnlo: aad ayacint'iino ioc ks 

Round from his parted foroiock ma-ily hung 

Clustnrinff. but not benonfh his shon'ders broad : 

She, as a vrii, lown to t.\\i) sk'ndor waist 

Her unadorned ^o\<]<-r\ tre?«s'^s wore 

Diflhevell'd, but in wanton '*in«Tl >ts waved 

A'^ the viu'" ;nrlf^ hor t'^nlri!-^, w'lich implied 

Suhiectio'i, but roiiiii " 1 wiUi gentle sway, 

And by MeryieMoiJ, by bina best rr»ceived; 

Yielded with cov "Submission, modest pride, 

Anlsweit, '■elu-ta'it, amorous delay. 

Nor those mysterio-is parts were then conceal'd ; 

Then was not guilty shimc, dishonest shame 

Of nature's works, honor dishonorable. 

Sin-bred ; how have ye trouhlt' 1 all mankmd 

Witb shows mstead, mere shows of seeming pure, 

And banish'd frf>m Man's hfe his happiest life, 

Simplicity a id spotless innocence ! 

So pass'd they naked on, nor shunned the sight 

Of God or Angel ; for they thought no ill : 

So hand in hand they pass'd, the loveliest pair, 

That ever since in love's embraces met ; 

Adam the goodliest man of men since bom 

His sons, the fairest of her daughters Eves, 

Under a toft of shade that on a green 

Stood whispering soil, by a fresh fovntain side 

I* 
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They sat them down ; and, after no more toil 

Of their sweet gardening labor than sufficed 

To recommend cool zephyr, and made ease 

More easy, wholesome thirst and appetite 

More grateful, to their supper fruits they fell 

Nectarine fruits which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, sidelong as they sat recline 

On the soft downy bank damask'd with flowers 

The savory pulp they chew, and in the rind 

Still as they thirsted, scoop the brimming stream ; 

Nor gentle purpose nor endearing smiles 

Wanted, nor youthful dalUance, as beseems 

Fair couple, linkM in happy nuptial league, 

Alone as they. About them frisking play'd 

All beasts of the Earth, smce wild, and of all chase 

In wood or wilderness, forest or den ; 

Spurting the lion rampM, and in his paw 

Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 

GamboU'd before them ; the unwieldy elephant. 

To make them mirth, used all liis might, and wreath'd 

His lithe proboscis ; close the serpent sly. 

Insinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His braided train, and of his fatal guile 

Gave proof unheeded ; others on the grass 

Couch'd, and now fill'd with pasture gazing sat^ 

Or bed ward ruminating j for the sun, 

Declined, was hasting now with prone career 

To the ocean isles, and in the ascending scale 

Of Heaven the stars that usher evening rose ; 

When Satan still in gaze, as first he stood. 

Scarce thus at length fail'd speech recovered sad ; 

" O Hell ! what do mine eyes with grief behold 1 
Into our room of bliss thus high advanced 
Creatures of other mould. Earth-born perhaps, 
Not Spirits, yet to Heavenly spirits bright 
Little inferior : whom my tiiooghts pursue 
With wonder, and could lof e, so lively shines 
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In them divine resemblance, and such grace 

The hand that formM them on their shape hath poured 

Ah ! gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 

Your change approaches, when all these delights 

Will vanish, and deliver ye to woe ; 

More woe, the more you taste is now of joy ; 

Happy, but for so happy ill secured 

Long to continue, and this high seat your Heaven 

111 fenced foi Heaven to keep out such a foe 

As now is entered ; yet no purposed fop 

To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn. 

Though I unpitied : League with you I seek, 

And mutual amity, so straight so close,. 

That I with you must dwell, or you with mc 

Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not please. 

Like this fair Paradise, your sense ; yet such 

Accept your Maker's work ; he gave it me 

Which I as freely give : Hell shall unfold 

To entertain you two, her widest gates, 

And send forth all her Kings ; there will be room^ 

Not like these narrow limits to conceive 

Your numerous offspring ; if no better place. 

Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 

On you who wrong me not for him who wronged. 

And should I at your harmless innocence 

Melt, as I do, yet pubhc reason just. 

Honor and empire with revenge enlarged. 

By conquering this new World, compel me now 

To do what else, though damn'd I should abhor.'' 

So spake the Fiend, and with necessity. 
The tyrant's plea excused his Devilish deeds. 
Then from his lofty stand on that high tree 
Down he ahghts among the sportful herd 
Of those four-footed kinds, himself now one. 
Now other, as their shape served best his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and, m-espied. 
To mark what of their atate he more might learn, 



104 PARADISE LOST. [BOOK IV. 

By word or action mark'd : about them round 
A lion now he stalks with fiery |zlare ; 
Then as a tiffer who by chance hath spied 
In Borne purlieu, two gentle fawns at play, 
Straight couches close, then rising, changes oft 
His couchant watch, as one who chose his ground, 
Whence rushin^r, he might surest seize them both 
Griped in each paw ; when Adarn, fiist of men, 
To first of women. Eve, thus moving speech, 
Tuni'd him all ear to hear new utterance flow: 
" Sole partner and sole paii of all these joys, 
Dealer thv«»--lf than all : ne<»ds must the Power 
That maiin us, and for us this ample world, 
Be infinitely good, and of his good 
Ap liberal and free as infinite; 
That raised us from the dust, and placed us here 
In all this happiness, who at his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Aught whereof he liath ncvd ; lie who requires 
From us no other service than to k<M)p 
This one, this easy charge, of all the trees 
In Paradise that bear delicious fru»t 
So various, not to taste tliot only tree 
Of knowledg«r, planted hy the tree of life; 
So near grows death to hfe, whatever death is, 
Somf 'In'adfnl thing no doubt; for well thou know'9t 
God hatli pronounced it death to taste that tree, 
The only sign of our obedience U.ft, 
Atiiong so many signs of power and rule 
Confered upon us, and dominion given. 
Over all otiier creatures that possess 
Earth, air, and sea. Then let us not tliink hard 
One easy prohibition, who enjoy, 
Free leave so large to all things else, andchoice 
Unhmited ofmanifijld delights: 
But let us ever praiseiiim, and extol 
His bounty following our delightful'task, 
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To prune these growing plants, and tend these floweif, 
Which were it toilsome, yet with thee were sweet." 

To whom thus Eve replied : "0 thou for whom 
And from whom I was form'd, flesh ot'tiiy flesh 
And without whom a;n to no end, my guide 
And head ! what thou hast said is just and right 
For we to him indeed all praises owe 
And daily thanks , I chiefly, who enjoy 
So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Pre-eminent by so much odds, while thou 
Like consort to thyself canst no where find 
That day I oft remember, when from sleep 
I first awaked, and found myself reposed 
Under a shade on flowers, much wondering where 
And what I was, whence thither brought and how. 
Not distant far from thence a murmuring sound 
Of waters issued from a cave, and spread 
Into a liquid plain, then stood un:noved 
Pure as the expanse of Heaven ; I thither went 
With unexperienced thought, and laid me down 
On the green bank, to look into tho clear 
Smooth lake, that to me seem'd another sky. 
As I bent down to look, just opposite 
A shape witliin the watery gleam appeared, 
Bending t(j look on me : I started back ; 
It started back : but pleased I soon returned ; 
Pleased it retum'das soon with answering looks 
Of sympathy and love : There I had fix'd 
Mine eyes till now, and pined with vam desire. 
Had not a voice thus wam'd me ; * What thou seest, 
What there thou seest, fair creature, is thyself; 
With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 
And I will bring thee where no shadow stays 
Thy coming, and thy soft embraces, he 
Whose image thou art ; him thou shalt enjoy 
Inseparably thine, to him shalt bear 
Multitudes like thyself, and thwce be call'd 
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Mother of haman race.' What could I do, 

But follow straight, invisibly thus led ? 

Till I espied thee, fair indeed and tall, 

Under a plantane ; yet mc thought less fair, 

Less winning soft, less amiably mild, 

Than that smooth watery image : back I tum'd j 

Thou following criedst aloud. * Return, fair Eve ; 

Whom fliest thou ? whom thou fliest, of him thou art, 

His flesh, his bone ; to give the being I lent 

Out of my side to thee, nearest my heart, 

Substantial life, to have thee by my side 

Henceforth an individual solace dear ; 

Part of my soul I seek thee, and thee claim 

My other half;* With that thy gentle hand 

Seized mine : I yielded ; and from that time see 

How beauty is excell'd by manly grace, 

And wisdom, which alone is truly fair." 

So spake our general mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unreproved. 
And meek surrender, half embracing lean'd 
On our first father; half her swelling breast 
Naked met his, under the flowing gold 
Of her loose tresses hid: he in delight. 
Both of her beauty and submissive charms, 
Smiled with superior love, as Jupiter 
On Juno smiles, when he impregns the clouds 
That shed May-flowers ; and pressed her matron lip 
With kisses pure : Aside the Devil tum'd 
For envy ; yet with jealous leer malign 
I Eyed them askance, and to himself thug plain'd ; 

**Sight hateful, sight tormenting ! thus these two, 
Imparadised in one another's arms, 
The happier Eden, shall enjoy their fill 
Of bUss on bliss : While I to HeU am thrust, 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce desire, 
Among our other torments not the least, 
Still unfulfilled with pain of longing pines. 
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Yet let me not forget what I have gain*d 

From their own mouths ; All is not theirs, it seems; 

One fatal tree there stands, of knowledge call'd, 

Forbidden them to taste : Knowledge forbidden ! 

Suspicious, reasonless. Why should their Lord 

Envy them that ? Can it be sin to know ! 

Can it be death ? And do they only stand 

By ignorance ? Is that their happy state, 

The proof of their obedience and their faith ? 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 

Their ruin ! hence I will excite their minds 

With more desire to know, and to reject 

Envious command, invented with design 

To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 

Equal with Gods : aspiring to be such, 

They taste and die : What Ukelier can ensue? 

But first with narrow search I must walk round 

This garden, and no corner leave unspied ; 

A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 

Some wandering Spirit of Heaven by fountain-side. 

Or ill thick shade retired, from him to draw. 

What further would be learn'd. Live while ye may, 

Yet happy pair : enjoy, till I return. 

Short pleasures, for long woes are to succeed !" 

So saying, his proud step he scornful tum'd, 
But with sly circumspection, and began 
Through wood, through waste, o'er hill, o*erdalc, his roam. 
Meanwhile in utmost longitude, where Heavenf 
With earth and ocean meets, the setting Sun 
Slowly descended, and with right aspect 
Against the eastern gate of Paradiso 
Levelled his evening rays : It was a rock 
Of Alabaster, piled up the clouds. 
Conspicuous far, winding with one ascent 
Accessible from £arth,one entrance high : 
The rest was craggy clif^ that overhimg 
Still as it rose, imposaibU to climb. 
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Betwixt these rocky pillars Ga>)riel sat, 

Chief of the Angelic (^lards, awaiting night : 

About him exercised Iieroic games 

The unarmed youth of Heaven, but nigh at hand 

Celestial armory, shields, helms, and spears, 

Hu:ig high with diamond flaming and >vith gold. 

Thither came Uriel, gUding through the even 

On a sunbeam, swift as a shooting star 

In Autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fired 

Impress the air, and shows the mariner 

From what point of his compass to beware 

Impetuous winds : He thus began in haste : 

** Gabriel, to thee thy course by lot hatli given 
Charge and strict watch, that to this happy place 
No evil thing approach or enter in. 
This day at heighth of noon came to my sphere 
A Spirit, zealons, as he seemM, to know 
Mot. of the Almighty's works, and c'liefly Man, 
Go-l's latest imago: I described hiswiiy 
Bent all on speed, and mark'd his oirv gait; 
But on the mouth that li(»s fnmi »'don north, 
Where he first lighted soon discern'd his looks 
Alien from Heaven, with passions foul obscured j 
Mine oye pursued him still, but undf^r shade 
Lost siilil of him. One of the hanish'd crew, 
I fear, hath ventured from the deep, to raise 
^lcw troubles ; him thy care must be to find. 

" To whom the winged warrior t';us :eturn'd 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfcict sight. 
Amid the sun's bright circle where tlwu sitt'st 
See far and wide : In at this gate none pass 
The vigilance hero placed, but such as come 
Well known from Heaven ; and since meridian heur 
No creature thence : If Spirit of other sort, 
So minded, have o'erleap'd these earthly bouildB 
On purpose, hard thou ki)ow*8t it to exclude 
Spufitual substance with corporeal bar. 
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But if within the circuit of these walks, • 

In whatsoever shape he lurk, of whom 
Thou teli'st, by morrow dawning I shall know. 

So promised he : and Uriel to his charge 
ReturnM on that bright beam, whose point now raisM 
Bore him slope downward to the Sun now fallen 
Beneath the Azores : whether the prime orb, 
Incredible how swift, had thither rolPd 
Diurnal ; or this less voluble Earth, > 

By shorter flight to the east, had left him there, 
Arraying with reflected purple and gold 
The clouds that on his western throne attend. 
Now came still evening* on, an d twihght gray 
(lad in her sober livery all things clad ; 
Silence accompaaiod ; for beast and bird, 
They to their grassy couch, these to their nests, 
Were slunk, all but the wakeful nightingale ; 
She all night long her amorous descant sung ; 
Silence was pleased : Now glowM the firmament 
With living sapphires ; Hesperus, that led 
The starry host, rode brightest, till the Moon, 
Rising in clouded majesty, at length 
Apparent queen unveiled her peerless light. 
And o*er the dark her silver mantle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve; "Fair consort, the hour 
Of night, and all things now retired to rest. 
Mind us of like repose ; since God hath set. 
Labor and rest, as day and night to men 
Successive ; and the timely dew of sleep, 
Now falling with soft slumbrous weight, inclinei 
Our eyelids : Other creatures all day long 
Rove idle, unemployed, and less need rest ; 
Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declwes his dignity. 
And the regard of Heaven on all his ways ; 
While other animals inactive range. 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
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To-morrow, ere fresh morning streak the east 
With first approach of Hffht, we must be risen, 
And at oiir pleasant labor to reform 
Yon flowery arbors, yonder alleys green, 
Our walk at noon with branches overgrown. 
That mock our scant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth ,- 
Those blossoms also, and those dropping gums, 
That lie bestrewn, unsightly and un smooth. 
Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with ease ; 
Meanwhile, as nature wills, night bids us rest." 

To whom thus Eve, with perfect beauty adorned 
My author and disposer what thou bidd'st 
Unargued I obey : so God ordains : 
God is thy law, thou mine : To know no more 
Is woman's happiest knowledge, and her praise. 
With the conversing, I forget all time ; 
All seasons, and their change, all pleasure alike, 
Sweet is the breath of Morn, her rising sweet, 
With charm of earliest I)ird9 : pleasant the Sun, 
When first on tliis delightful land he spreads 
His orient beams on herb, tree, fruit, and flower, 
Ghstering with dew ; fragrant th«^ fertile Earth 
After so*l sliowors ; and sweet the coming on 
Of grateful evening mild ; then silent night. 
With this her solemn bird, and this fair Moon, 
And these the gems of Heaven, her starry train r 
But teitber breath of morn, when she ascends 
With charm of earliest birds : nor rising Sun 
On this dehghtful land ; nor herb, fruit, flower, 
Glistering with dew ; nor fragrance after showers ; 
Now greatful evening mild ; nor silent night, 
With this her solemn bird, nor walk by noon, 
Or ghttering starlight, without thee, is sweet. 
But wherefore all night long shine these ? for whom 
iTiis glorious sight, when sleep hath shut all eyes ?" 

To whom our general ancestor replied : 
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Daughter of God and man, accomplisli'd Eve, 

These have their course to finish round the Eartli, 

By morrow evenirifr, and from land to land 

In order, though to nations yet unhorn. 

Ministering li<Tht prepared, they set and rise ; 

T-cst total darkness should by night regain 

Her old possession, and extinguish Ufe 

In nature and all things ; which these soft fires 

Not only enlighten but with kindly heat 

Of various influence foment and warm, 

Temper to nourish, or in part shed down 

Their stellar virtue on all kinds that grow 

On Earth, made hereby apter to receive 

Perfection from' the Sun's more potent ray. 

These then, though unbeheld in deep of night* 

Shine not in vain ; nor think, though men were none, 

That Heaven would want spectators, God want praise. 

Millions of spiritual creatures walk the Earth 

Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep ; 

All these with ceasless praise his works behold 

Both day and night ; how often from steep 

Ofechoing hill or thicket have we heard 

Celestial voices to the midnight air, 

Sole or responsive each to other's note. 

Singing their great Creator ; oft in bands 

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk. 

With Heavenly touch of instrumental sounds 

In full harmonic number join'd their songs 

Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heaven. 

Thus talkuig, hand in hand alone they pass'd 
On to their blissful bower : it was a place 
Chdsen by the sovreign planter, when he framed 
All things to man's delightful use : the roof 
Of thickest covert was inwoven shade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf J on either side 
Acanthus, and each odorous bushy shrub. 
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rcnced up the' verdant wall; each beauteous flower, 

Iris all hues, roses and jessamine, 

Ilcar'd high their flourish'd heads between, and wrought 

Mosaic ; underfoot the violet," 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 

Broider'd the ground, more color'd than with stone. 

Of costliest emblem : Other creatures here, 

Bird, beaftt, insect, or worm, durst enter none, 

Such was their awe of man. In shadier bower 

More sacred and sequestered, though but feignM, 

Pan or Sylvanus never slept, nor Nymph 

Nor Faunus haunted. Here, in close recess. 

With flowers, garlands, and sweet smelling herbs. 

Espoused Eve deck'd first her nuptial bed : 

And Heavenly choirs the hyrnenaean sung, 

What day the genial Angle to our siie 

Brought her in naked beauty more adom*d, 

More lovely, than Pandora, whom the Grods 

EndowM with all their giils, and O ! too like 

In sad event, when to the un wiser son 

Of Japhet brought by Hermes, she ensnared 

Mankind with her fair looks, to be avenged 

<^n him who had stolen Jove's authentic fire. 

Thus, at their shady lodge arrived, both stood, 
BothtumM, and under open sky adored 
The God that made both sky, air, earth and heaven 
Wliich tlipy beheld the moon's resplendent globe, 
And starry pole : " Thou also madest the night, 
Maker Omnipotent and thou the day 
Which we in our appointed work employed 
Have finish'd, happy in our mutual help 
A.nd mutual love the crown of all our bhss 
Ordain'd by thee ; and this delicious place 
For us too largo, where thy abundance 
Partakers, and uncropp'd faUs to the ground, 
But thou hast promised from us two a race 
To fill the Earth, who shall with us extol 
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Thy goodness infinite, both when we wake 

And when we seek, as now, thy gift of sleep." 

This said unanimous, and other rites 

Observing none, but adoration pure 

Which God Ukes best, into Iheir inmost bower 

Handed they went ; and eased the putting off* 

These troublesome disguises which we wear. 

Straight side by side were laid ; nor turn'd, I ween. 

Adam from his fair spouse, nor Eve the rites 

Mysterious of connubial love refused : 

Whatever hypocrites austerely talk 

Of purity, and place, and innocence. 

Defaming as impure what God declares 

Pure, and commands to some, leaves free to all. 

Our Maker bids increase ; who bids abstain 

But our destrover, foe to God and Man ? 

Hail, wedded love ! mysterious law, true source 

Of human offspring, solo propriety 

In Paradise of all things common else. 

By thee adulterous lust was driven from men 

Among the beastial herds to range ; by thee, 

Founded in reason, loyal, just and pure, 

Relations dear, and all the charities 

Of father, son, and brother, first were known. 

Far be it, that I should write thee sin or blame, 

Or think thee unbefitting holiest place. 

Perpetual fountain of domestic sweets, 

Whose bed is undefiled, and chaste pronounced, 

Present or past, as saints and patriarchs used. 

Here love his golden shafts employs, here lights 

His constant lamp, and waves liis purple wings, 

Reigns here and revels ; not in the bought smile 

Of harlots, loveless, ioyless, unendear'd, 

Casual fruition ; nor in court amours, 

Mix'd dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball, 

Or serenade, which the starved lover sings 

To his proud fair, best quitted with disdain. 

K* 
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These, lull'd by nightingales, embracing slept. 
And on their naked limbs the flowery roof 
ShomM roses, which the mom repaired. Sleep on, 
Ble«ri*dpair ! and ! yet happiest, if ye seek 
No happier state, and know to know no more. 

Now had night measured with he shadowy cone 
i|ftifway up hill this vast sublunar vault, 
And from their ivory port the eherubim, 
Forth issuing at the accustomed hour, stood armM 
To their night watches in warlike parade ; 
When Gabriel to his next in power thus spake : 
*' Uzziel, half these draw ofij and coast the south 
With strictest watch ; these other wheel the nortli 
Our circuit meets full west.'' As flame tiiey part, 
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the spear. 
From these two strong and subtle spirits he calPd 
That near him stood, and gave them thus in charge ; 

"Ithuriel and Zephon, with wing'd speed 
Search through this garden, leave unsearchM no nook : 
But chiefly where those two fair creatures lodge, 
Now laid perhaps asleep, secure of harm. 
This evening from the sun's decline arrived, 
Who tells of some infernal spirit seen • 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought ?) escaped 
The bars of Hell, on errand bad no doubt ; 
Such where ye find, seize fast, and hither bring." 

So saying, on he led his radiant files. 
Dazzling the moon ; these to the bower direct 
In search of whom they sought. Him there they found 
Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Eve, 
Assaying by his Devilish art to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 
Illusions, as he list, phantasms and dreams ; 
Or, if, inspiring venom, he might taint 
The animal spuits that from pure blood arise 
Like gentle breaths, from rivers pure, thence raise 
At least distemper'd, discontented thoughtii, 
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Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate desires, 

Blown up with high conceits engendering prido, 

Him thus intent Ithuriel with his spear --.^ 

Touch'd lightly: for no falsehood can endow 

Touch of celestial temper, but returns 

Of force to its own likeness : Up he starts 

Discovered and surprised. As when a spark -^ 

Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 

Fit for the tun some magazine to store 

Against a rumor'd war, the smutty grain, 

With sudden blaze diffused, inflames the air ; 

So started up in his own shape the Fiend 

Back stepped those two fair Angels, half amazed 

So sudden to beliold the grisly king j 

Yet thus, unmoved vsith fear, accost him soon : 

Which of those rebel spirits adjudged to Hell' 

Comest thou, escaped thy prison ? and, transform'^, 

Why sat*st thou like an enemy in wait. 

Here watching at the head of these that sleep?" 

" Know ye not then, said Satan, filPd with scorn 
Know ye not me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there sitting where ye durst not soar : 
Not to know me argues yourselves unknown. 
The lowest of your throng ; or if ye know, 
Why ask ye, and superfluous begin 
Your message, like to end as much in vain ?" 

To whom thus Zephon, answering scorn with scorn : 
Think not revolted spirit^ thy shape the same, 
Or undiminished brightness to be known, 
As when thou stood'st in Heaven upright and piue : 
That glory then, when thou no more wast good. 
Departed from thee ; and thou resemblest now 
Thy sin and place of doom, obscure and foul. 
But come ; for thou, be sure shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whose charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and these from harm." 



lie PARADISE LOST. [OOOK IV. 

So ipake the Cherub : and his grave rebuke, 
Severel in youthful beauty, added grace 
Invincflft: Abashed the Devil stood. 
And feU'how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue in her shape how lovely ; saw. and pined 
His loss ; but chiefly to find here observed 
Ili^ustrc visibly impar*d ; yet seem'd 
IJnaauntcd. " If 1 must contend " said he, 
** Best with the best, the sender not the sent, 
Or all at once ; more glory will be won. 
Or less be lost." "Thy fear," said Zephonbold, 
"Will save us trial what the least can do 
Single against the wicked, and thence weak." 

The Fiend replied not, overcome with rajre ; 
Cut like a proud steed rein'd, wont Iiaughty on, 
Champing Uis iron curb : To strive or fly 
He held it vain ; awe from above had quelPd 
Flis heart, not else dismay'd. Now drew thenigli 
The western point, where those half rounding guard? 
Just met, and closing stood i» squadron join'd, 
Awaitinq: n'^xt comnaa'l. To whom their cli icf, 
Gabriel, from the front thus call'd aloud : 

" O friends ! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hastinnj this way, and now by glimps discern 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the shades ; 
And with them comps a third of regal port, 
But fadt^d splendor wan ; who by his gait 
And fierce demeanor seems the prince of Hell, 
Not Ukcly to part hence without contest ; 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours." 

He scarce had ended, when those two approach'd 
And brief related whom they brought, where found, 
How busied, in what form and posture couchM. 

To whom with stern regard thus Gabriel spake 
<* Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bounds prescribed 
To thy transgressions, and disturbed the charge 
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Of others, who approve not to transgress 
By thy example, but have power and right 
To question thy bold entrance on this place ; 
Employ'd it seems, to violate sleep,and those 
Whose dwelling God hath planted here in bliss ?" 
To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow : 
" Gabriel ! thou hadst in Heaven'the esteem of wise^ 
And such I held thee ; but thi«i question asked 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain? 
Who would not, finding way, break loose from Hell, 
Though thither doomM ? Thou wouldst thyself, no doubt, 
And boldly venture to whatever place 
Farthest from pain, where thou might'st hope to change 
Torment with ease, and soonest recompense 
Dole with delight, which in this place I sought j 
To thee no reason, who know'st only good, 
But evil hast not tried .* and wilt object 
His will who bounds us ? Let him surer bar 
His iron gates, if he intends our stay 
In that dark durance : thus much what was ask'd. 
The rest is true, they found me where they say ; 
But that implies not violence or harm. " 
Thus he in scorn. The warlike Angel moved. 
Disdainfully half smiling, thus replied ; 
** A loss of one in Heaven to judge of wise 
Siiif c Satan fell, whom folly overthrew, 
And now returns him from his prison escaped. 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wise 
Or not, who ask what boldness brought him hither 
Unlicensed from his bounds in Hell prescribed ; 
So wise he judges it to fly from pain 
However, and to escape hfs punishment ! 
So judge thou still presumptuous ! till the wrath. 
Which thou incurr'st by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and scourge that wisdom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no bettor, that no pain 
Can equal anger infinite provoked. 
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But wherefore thou alone? Wherefore with thee 
Came not all Hell broke loose ? Is pain to them 
Less pain, less to bo fled ; or thou than they 
liess hardy to endure ? Courareous chief! 
The first in flight from pain ! hadst thou all edged 
To thy deserted host this cause of flight, 
Thou surely hadst not come sole fugative. " 

To which the Fiend thus answered, frowning stern 
** Not that I less endure, or shrink from pain. 
Insulting Angel ! well thou know'st I stood 
Thy fiercest, when in battle to thy aid 
The blasting voUied thunder made all speed, 
And seconded thy else not dreaded spear. 
But still thy words at random, as before, 
Argue thy inexperience what behoves 
From hard assays and ill successes pass'd 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himself untried : 
I, therefore, I alone first undertook 
To wing the desolate abyss, and spy 
This new created world. Whereof in Hell 
Fame is not sdent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my afilicted powers 
To settle here on Earth, or in mid air ; 
Though for possession p it to try once more 
What thou and thy gay legions dare against ; 
Whose easier business were to serve their Lord 
High up in Heaven, with songs to hymn his throne. 
And practised distances to cringe, not fight.'' 

To whom the warrior Angel soon replied : 
" To say and straight unsay, pretending first 
Wise to fly pain, professing next the spy. 
Argues no leader but a liar traced, 
Satan, and could 'st thou * faithful' add ? O name^ 
O sacred name of faithfulness profaned ! 
Faithful to whom? to thy rebellious crew ? 
Army of Fiends, fit body to fit head. 
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Was this your discipline and faith engaged, 

Your military obedience, to dissolve 

Allegiance to the acknowledged Power supreme 

And thou, sly hypocrite, who now would^st see m 

Patron of liberty, who more than thou 

Once fawn'd and cringed, and servilely adored 

Heaven's awful monarch ? Wherefore,^but in hope 

To dispossess him, and thyself to reign? 

But mark what I avead thee now, Avant ! 

Fly thither whence thou fledst ! If from this hour 

Within these hallow'd limits thou appear. 

Back to the infernal pitt I drag theechainM, 

And seal thee so as henceforth not to scorn 

The facile gates of Hell too slightly barr'd." 

So threatened he ; but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, but waidng more in rage replied : 

" Then when I am thy captive talk of chains, 
Proud limitary Cherub ! but ere then 
Far heavier load thyself expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though Heaven's King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
Used to the yoke, draw'st his triumphant wheels 
In progress through the road of Heaven star-paved. 

While thus he spake, the Angelic squadron bright 
Turn'd fiery red, sharpening in moned horns 
T heir phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported spears, as thick as when a field 
Of Ceres ripe for harvest waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them ; the careful ploughman doubting stands,- 
Lest on the threshing-floor his hopeless sheaves 
Prove chafil On the other side, Satan alarm'd, 
Collected all his might dilated stood, 
Like Teneriff or Atlas, unremoved: 
His stature reach'd the sky, and on his crest 
Sat horror plumed ; nor wanted in his grasp 
What seemed both spear and shield j now dreadAil deeds 
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. Might have ensued, nor only Paiadiso 
In this commotion, but the starry cope 
Of Heaven perhaps, or all the elements 
At least had gone to wreck, disturbed and torn 
IVith violence in this conflict, had not soon 
The eternal, to prevent such horrid fray, 
Uung forth in Heaven his golden scales, yet seen 
Betwixt Astrca and the scorpion sign. 
Wherein all things created first he weighed, 
The pendulous round Earth with balanced air 
In counter|K)ise, now ponders all events. 
Battles and realms ; in these he put two weights, 
The sequel each of parting and of fight : 
The latter quick up fiew and kick'd the beam; 
Whiclr Gabriel spying, thus bespakc the Fiend : 

Satan, I know thy strength, and thou knowest mine • 
Neither our own, but given : what folly then 
To boast what arms can do ? ti^ince thine no more 
Than Heaven permits, nor mine, though doubled now 
To trample thee as mine: for proof look up, 
And read thy lot in yon celestial sign ; 
Where thou art weighed and shown how light, how weak, 
If thou resist The fiend look'd up and knew 
His mounted scale aloft : no more ; but fied 
Murmuring, and with him fled the shades of night. 
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Morning approachtd, Ete relates to Admn her troublesome 
dremn; he likes it net, yet comforts her : They come forth to 
their day labours ; Their morning hymji atth doer of their bow- 
er, Godj to render man inexcusable^ sends Raphael to admon- 
ish him of his obedienccj of his free estate^ of his enemy near at 
hand, who he is, and why hi9 enemy, and whMeter else may avail 
,idam to know,^ Raphael comes dot^n to Paradise; his appear- 
ance described;' his coining discerned by ,ldam afar off sitting at 
the door of his bower ; he ^ocs cut to mat him fcmig-a him to his 
lodge, entertains him with the chtices^ fruits of Paradise got 
together by Eve ; their discours': at table : Raphael performs his 
message, minds Mam of his state and of his enemy; relates at 
Adam^s request ^ who thai enen-y is, and hurw it came to be so, 
begiivningfrom his first revcU inHeavc^i, una the otcasi4m thereof: 
how he drew his legions after him to the parts of the north, and 
th£re' incited them to rebel with him, persuading afH but oniy 
Abediel, a Seraph,witoin argument dissuades and opposes him, 
then forsakes him. 
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Now morn, her rosy steps in the eastern clime 
Advancing, sow'd the Earth with orient pearl, 
When Adam waked, so custom'd ; for his sleep 
Was aery light, from pure digestion bred ; 
And temperate vapours bland, which the only sound 
Of leaves and fuming rills, Aurora's fan, 
Nightly dispersed, and the shrill matin song 
Of birds on every bough ; so much the more 
His wonder was to find unwaken'd Eve 
With tresses discomposed, and glowing cheek. 
As through unquiet rest : he, on his ade 
Leaning half raised, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld 
Beauty, which, whether waking or asleep. 
Shot forth peculiar graces ; then with voice 
Mild as when Zeph3mis on Flora breathes. 
Her hand sofl touching, whisper'd thus : Awake, 
My fairest, my espoused, my latest found. 
Heaven's last best gift, my ever new delight ! 
Awake : the morning shines, and the fresh field 
Calls us ; we lose the prime, to mark how spring 
Our tender plants, how blows the citron grove, 
What drops the myrrh,- and what the balmy reed, 
How nature paints her colours, how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extracting liquid sweet. 

Such whispering waked her, but with startled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake : 
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O sole in whom my thoughts find all repose, 
My ^ory, my perfection ! glad I see 
Thy face, and mom retum'd ; for I this night 
(Such night till this I never pass'd) have dreamM 
If dream'd, not, as oft I am wont, of thee, 
Wortcs of day past, or morrow's next design, 
But of ofience and trouble, which my mind 
Know never till this irksome night : methought, 
Close at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice ; I thought it thine : it said, 
*'Why sleep'st thou, Eve? now is the pleasant time 
The cool, the silent, save where silence yields 
To the nij^t- warbling bird, that now awake 
Tunes sweetest his love-labor'd song ; now reignF 
Full orb*dthe moon, and with more pleasing light 
Shadowy sets off the face of things ; in vain. 
If none regard ; Heaven wakes with all his eyes> 
Whom to behold but thee, nature's desire? 
In whose sig^t all things joy, with ravishment 
Attracted by thy beauty still to gaze." 
I rose as at thy call, but found thee not ; 
To find thee I directed then my walk ; 
And on, methought, alone I pass'd through ways 
That brought me on a sudden to the tree 
Of interdicted knowledge : fair it seem'd, 
Much fairer to my fiincy than by day : 
And, as I wondering look'd, beside it stood 
One shaped and wing'd like one of those from Heaven 
By us oft seen; his dewy locks distill'd 
Ambrosia ; on that tree he also gazed ; 
And, " Ofair plant," said he, " with fruit surcharged 
Deigns none to ease thy load, and taste thy sweet, 
Nor God nor Man ? Is knowledge so despised ? 
Or envy, or what reserve forbids to taste ? 
Forbid who will, none shall from me withold 
Longer thy offer'd good ; why else set here?" 
This said, he paused not, but with venturous arm 
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He pluck'd, he tasted ; me damp horror chillM 

At such bold words vouch'd with a deed so bold : 

But he thus, overjoyM : " O fruit divine, 

Sweet of thyself, but much more sweet thus croop'd 

Forbidden here, it soem^;, as only fit 

For Gods, yet able to make Gro'is of men : 

And why not Gods of men ; since good, the more 

Communicated, mor^; abundant grows, 

The author not impaired, but honor'd more ? 

Here happy creature, fair \ngelic Eve! 

Partake thou also : happy though thou art. 

Happier thou may est i)o, worthier canst not be: 

Taste this, and be honceforth among the Gods 

Thyself a Goddess, not to Earth confined, 

But sonjctimcs in the air» as w.> somf^times 

Ascend to Heaven, by merit ihine and see 

What life the Gods hve there, and «iu^h live thou!" 

So sajang, he drew mgh and to >nr liMd, 

Even to my mouth of that sanie fruit held part 

Which he had pluck'l; the ploasj. it savory smell 

So quicken'd appetite, that 1 methought. 

Could not but taate. Forthwith up to the clouds 

With him 1 flew, aa<l underneath beheld 

The Earth outstretch'd iramonse, a prospect wide 

And various: wondering at my t)ight and change 

To this high exaltation ; suddenly 

My guide was gone, and I, methoa<Tht sunk down 

And fell asleep ; but (), how glad I waked 

To find this but a dream !" Thus Eve her night 

Related, and thus Adam answerM sad : 

"Best image of myself, and dearer half, 

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in sleep 

Affects me equally; nor can Hike 

This uncooth dream, of evil sprung I fear, 

Vet evil whence ? in thee can harbor none, 

Created pure. But know that in the soul 

Are manv lesser faculties, that servo 

L* 
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Reason as chief; among these fancy next 
Her office holds ; of all eternal things, 
Which the fi^e watchful senses represent, 
She forms ima^ation, aery shapes, 
Which reason joining or disjoining, frames 
All what we affirm or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion ; then retires 
Into her private cell, when nature rests. 
Oflin her absence mimic fancy wakes 
To imitate her; but misjoining shades, 
Wild work produces oft, and in most dreams ; 
111 matching words and deeds long past or late. 
Some such resemblance, methinks, I find 
Of our last evening's talk, in tliisthy dream, 
But with addition strange ; yet be not sad. 
Evil into the mind of God or man 
May come and go, so unapproved, and leave 
No spot or blame behind : which gives me hope 
That what in sleep thou didst abhor to dream 
Waking thou never wilt consent to do. 
Be not disheartened then, nor cloud those looks. 
That wont to be more cheerful and serene 
Than when fair morning first smiles on the world 
And let us to our fresh employments rise. 
Among the groves, the fountains and the flowers 
That open now their choicest bosom'd smells, 
^Reserved from might, and kept for thee in store." 

So cheer'dhe his fair spouse, and she wascheer'd ; 
But silently a gentle tear let fall 
From either eye, and wiped them with her hair; 
Two other precious drops that ready stood, 
Each in their crystal sluice, he ere they fell 
Kiss'd, as the gracious signs of sweet remorse 
And pious awe, that fear'd to have ofiended. 

So all was cleared, and to the fidd they haste^. 
But first, from under shady aiborous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to open sight 
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Of dayspring, and the aun, who, scarce uprisen, 
Wth wheels yet hovering o'A* the ocean-brim, 

Shot parallel to the Earth his dewy ray. 

Discovering in wide landscape all the east 

Of Paradise and Eden's happy plains ; 

Lowly they bowM adoring, and began 

Their orisons, each morning duly paid 

In various style ; for neither various style 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praise 

Their Maker, in fit strains pronounced, or sung 

Unmeditated ; such prompt eloquence 

Flow'dfrom their lips, in prose or numerous verse, 

More tunable than need lute or harp, 

To add more sweetness j and they thus began : 
„ These are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 

Almighty ! Thine this universal frame, 

Thus wondrous fair ; thyself how wondrous then ! 

Unspeakable, who sitt'st above these Heavens 

To us invisible, or dimly seen 

In these thy lowest works ; yet these declare 

Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine 

Speak, ye who best can tell, ye sons of light, 

Angels ; for ye behold him, and with songs 

And choral symphonies, day without night, 

Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in Heaven. 

On Earth join, all ye creatures, to extol 

Him first, him last, him midst, and without end. 

Fairest of stars, last in the train of night, 

If better thou belong not to the dawn. 

Sure pledge of day, that crown'st the smiling mom 

With thy bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere. 

While day arises, that sweet hour of prime. 

Thou sun, of this great world both eye and soul. 

Acknowledge him thy greater ; sound his praise 

In thy eternal course, both when thou climb*st. 

And when high noon hast gain'd, and when thou fall'sf. 

Moon, that now meet'st theorient sun, now iliest, 
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"With the fix'd stars^ fix'd i i their orb that flies ; 

And, ye five other waiderin^rfir'^s, that move 

In mystic dance not without so'ig, resound 

His praise, who out of dark?ieas ealPd up light. 

Air, and ye elemenis, the eldnsl birth 

Of nature's womb, t lat in 'juat^rnionrun 

Perpetual circin, inultiform ; and rnix 

And nourish all things ; let your ceaseless change 

Vary to oar great Maker still new praise. 

Ye mists and uxhalatioun, that now rise 

From hill or streaTning lake, dusky or gray, 

Till the sun paint your fleecy st«»ps with gold, 

In honor to th" w<j;rld!s grent Author rise ; 

Whether to d*^ck with cloudw the uncolor*d sky, 

Or whet tho thirsty 'lai-th with falling showers, 

Rising orfair.iff s *'!' advance his praise. 

His praise, ye ^«'in'^•', thai from lour quarters blow, 

Breathe soft or lo.' i ; aid wave your tops ye pines, 

With every plant ;•» sign of worship wave. 

Fountains, aid yi -that warblr, as yo flow, 

Melodops murmu'P, waiMinj tune his praise. 

Join voicos, all y -lyi i^s )ui.s: Ye birds, 

That singiii;t up to 4 mvp;i- (.)ate ascend, 

Bear on your wi:><- < an?' u- vonr notes his praise. 

Ye that in w•atOJ•^ "'v'f% uiif) yc that walk 

The Earth, and sli'ely ^r^ad 'of lowly creep : 

Witness iff ho «.l ni, :M.)rn or evon^ 

To hill, or vail;' , io'^nlain, or fresh shade, 

Made vocal h^ my «.»;.;., ar>d taught his praise. ■ 

Hail, universal .'.<»• c. ! bt' bounteous still 

To give us only gf»ofl ; and if the nighf 

Have gatherei! aujrlit of vii, <)r concealed, 

Disperse it, as now ligiit dispels the dark ! ." 

So pray'd they innocent, and to their thoughts 

Firm peace recovcr'd soon, and wonted calm. 

On to their mornings rural work they haste, 

Among sweet dews and flowers where any rox\ 
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Of fruit trees oTer^ woody reaoti'd too far 

Their pampered boughs, and needed hands to check 

Fruitless embraces : or they led the vine 

To wed her elm ; she, spoused, about him twines 

Her marriageable arms, and with her brings 

Her dower, the adopted clusters, to adorn 

His barren leaves. Them thus employed beheld 

With pity Heaven's high King, and to him call'd 

Raphael the sociable spirit, that deign'd 

To travel with Tobias, and secured 

His marriage with the seven-times wedded maid. 

** Raphael, said he, thou hear'st what stir on Earth 
Satan, from hell scaped through the darksome gulf. 
Hath raised in Paradise ; and how disturb'd 
This mght the human pair ; how he designs 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
60, therefore, half this day as fidend with friend 
Converse with Adam, in what bower or shade 
Thou find*st him from heat of noon retired, 
To respite his day-labor with repast, 
Or with repose ; and such discourse bring on, 
As may advise him of his happy state, 
Happiness in his power left free to will, 
LeJfl to his own free will, his will though free. 
Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware 
. He swehre not, too secure : Tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom ; what enemy, 
Late fallen himself from Heaven, is plotting now 
The fall of others from like state of bliss ; 
By violence ? no, for that shall be withstood ,* 
But by deceit and lies : This let him know. 
Lest, wilfully transgressing, he pretend 
Surprisal, unadmonish'd unforewam'd. 

So spake the eternal Father, and fulfilled 
All justice : Nor delay'd the winged saint 
After his charge received ; but from among 
Thousand celestial ardors, where he atocul 
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>'eil*(l with his gorgeous wings, unspringing light, 
Flew through the midst of Heaven ; the Angelit dioirs 
On each'hand parting, to his speed gave way 
Through all the empyreal road ; till, at the gate 
Of Heaven arived, the gate self-open'd wide 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 
Divine the sovereign architect had formed. 
From hence no cloud, or, to obstruct his sight, 
Star interposed, however small, he sees, 
Notuncomform'd to other shining globes, 
Earth, and the garden of God, with cedars crownM 
Above all hills. As when by night the glass 
Of (Galileo, less assured, observes 
Imagined lands and regions in the moon : 
Or pilot from amidst the Cyclades 
Delos or Samos first appearing, kens 
A cloudy spot. Down thither prone inflight 
He speeds, and through the vast ethereal sky 
Sails between worlds and worlds, with steady wing 
Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air ; till, within soar 
Of towering Eagles, to all the fowls he seems 
A phenix, gazed by all as that sole bird. 
When, to enshrine his reliques in hesun*s 
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. 
At once on the eastern cliff of Paradise 
He lights, and to his proper shape returns, 
A seraph wing'd : Six wings he wore to shade 
His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 
Each shoulder broad, came nianthng o'er his breast 
With regal ornament ! themiddle pair 
Qirt like a starry zone his waist, and round 
Bkirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 
And colors dippM in Heaven ; the third his feet 
Shadow'dfrom either heel with feather'd mail. 
Sky- tinctured graii . Like Maia*s son he stood, 
\nd shook his plums, that Heavenly fragrance flU'd 
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The circuit wide. Straight knew hira all the bands 

Of Angels under watch ; and to his state 

And to his message high, in honor rise ; 

For on some message high they guess'd him bound. 

Their ghttering tents he passed, and now is come 

Into the blissful tield, through groves of myrrh, 

And flowering oi4iftB) cassia, nard, and balm ; 

A wilderness of sweets : for nature here 

Wanton'd as in her prime, and play*d at will 

Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more sweet, 

Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss. 

Him through the spicy forest onward come 

Adam discem'd. as in the door he sat 

Of his cool bower, while now the mounted sun 

Shot down direct his fervid rays ♦o warm 

Earth's inmost womh, more warmth than Adam needs : 

And Eve within, due atherhoni, prepared 

For dinner savory fruits, of taste to please 

True appetite, and not disrelish thiirst 

Of nectarous draughts between, from milky stream, 

Berry or grape : To whom thus Adam call'd : 

" Haste hither. Eve, and worth Ihy sight behold 
Eastward among those trees, wluwfjlorious shape 
Comes this way moving ;. seems uWher mom 
Risen on midnoon ; some great behest from Heaven 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 
This day to be our guest. But go with speed, 
And, what thy stores contain, bring forth, and pour 
Abundance, fit to honor and receive ~ . 

Our Heavenly stranger : Well may we afibrd 
Our givers their own gifts, and large bestow 
From large bestowed, where nature multiplies 
Her fertile growth, ajid by disburdening gnows 
Morefrcdfeful, which instructs us not to spare." " 

To whom thus Eve r Adam, Earth's hallow'd mould, 
Of God inspired ! small store wfll serve, where store, 
All seasons, ripo for use hangs on the stalk ; 
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Sare what by frugal storing firmness gains 
To nourish, and superfluous most consumes ; 
But I will haste, and from each bough and brake, 
Each plant and juiciest gourd, will pluc-k such choice 
To entertain our Angel guest as he 
Beholding shall confess, that here on Earth 
Cvod hath dispensed his bounties as in Heaven/^ 

So saying, with c'espatchful loohsin baste 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent ; 
What choice to cnoose for delicacy best, 
IVhat order, so coDtrived as not to mix 
Taste not well joined, inelegant , but bring 
Taste ailer taste upheld with kindiest change; 
Bestirs her then, and from each tender stalk 
Whatever Earth, all beorine mother, yields 
In India east or west or middle shore 
In Pontus or the Punic coapt, or where 
Alcinos reign'd fruit cf all kinds, in coat 
Rough, or smooth iind« or be aroed husk, or shell, 
She gathers tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing har.d , for drink the grape 
She crushes, inoffpDBivenv: t. and meaths 
From many a beny, asd lum t^ ( ct kernals press'd 
S he tempers dulcet ctcbti t? ; nor tl* se to hold 
Wants her fit vessclp pure ; then strews the ground 
With ro&c: ard odors from the shrub uiifumed. 

Meanwhile cvr prin'itive great Sire, to meet 
His Godlike ^luvt walks forth, wuhoutmore train 
Accompanied than with his own complete 
Perfections : inL^mselfwas all his state, 
More rolemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On princes, when their rich retinue long 
Of horses led, and grooms besmeard with gold, 
Dazzles the croud, and sets them tl^ s^^spe. ' 
I^earer his presence Adam, though not awed. 
Yet with Bubmiss approach and re^ erence Bieek, 
As to a superior nature bowing Idw, 
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Thus said : Native ofHeayen, for other place 
None can dian Heaven such glorious shape contain 9 
Since by descending from the thrones above, 
Those happy places thou hast deign'd a while 
To want, and honor these, vouchsafe with us 
Two only, who yet by sov'reign gift possess 
This spacious ground, in yonder shady bower 
To rest : and What the garden choicest bears 
To sit and taste, till this meridian heat 
Be over, and the sun more cool decline." 

Whom thus the Angelic virtue answer'd mild : 
•* Adam, I therefore came ; nor art thou such 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell, 
AsTtiay not oft invite, though Spirits of Heaven, 
To visit thee ; lead on then where thy bower 
O'ershades ; for these midhours, till evening rise, 
I have at will." So to the silvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbor smiled, 
With flowerets deck'd, and fragrant smells ; but Eve, 
Undeck'd save with herself, more lovely fair 
Than Wood-nymyh, or the fairest Goddess feign'd 
Of three that in mount Ida naked strove, 
Stood to entertain her guest from H«aven ; no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof ; no thought inferm 
AlterM her cheek. On whom the Angel HtxU 
Bestow'd the holy salution used 
Long after to bless'd Mary, second Eve 

** Hail, mother of mankind, whose fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy sons 
Than with these various fruits the trees of God. 
Have heap'd this table !— Raised of grassy turf 
Their table was, and mossy seats had round, 
And on her ample square fiom side to side 
All autumn piled, though spring and autumn here 
Danced hand in hand, A while discourse they hold ; 
No fear lest dmnercool ; when thus began 

O or author : Hetvenly stmiger, please to taste 

M 
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These boonties which our Nourisher, from whom 
All perfect good^ mimeasured out, descends, 
To U8 for food and for delight hath caused 
The Earth to yield; unsavory food perhaps 
To Spiritual nature; only this I know. 
That one celestial Father gives to all.'* 

To whom the Angel: " Therefore what he gives 
(Whose praise be ever sung) to man in part 
Spiritual, may of purest Spirits be found 
No ingrateful food : and food alike those pure 
Intelligential substances require, 
As doth your rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 
Of sense, whereby they hear, see, smell, touch, taste. 
Tasting concoct, digest, assimulate, 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created needs 
To be sustained and fed : of elements 
The grosser feeds the purer, Earth the Sea, 
Earth and the Sea feed air, the air those fires 
Ethereal, and as lowest first the moon ; 
Whence in her visage round those spots, unpurged 
Vapors not yet into her substance turn'd. 
Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale 
From her moist continent to higher orbs. 
The sun, that liirht imparts to all, receives 
From alljiis alimental recompense 
In humid exhalations, and at even 
Sups with the ocean. Though in Heaven the trees 
Oflifeambrosian fruitage bear, and vines 
Yield nectar ; though from ofi^the boughs each mom 
We brush meUifluous dews, and find the ground 
Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here 
Varied his bounty so with new delights, 
As may compare with Heaven ; and to taste 
Think not I shall be nice." So down they sat. 
And to their viands fell ; nor seemingly 
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The Angel, nor in mist, the common gloss 

Of theologians ; but with keen despatch 

Of real hunger, and concoctive heat 

To transubstantiate : what redounds transpires 

Though spirits with ease : nor wonder; if by fire 

Of sooty coal the empiric alchemist 

Can torn, or holds it possible to turn, 

Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold, 

\s from the mine. Meanwhile at table Eve 

MinisterM naked, and their flowing cups 

With pleasant liquors crown'd : O innocence 

Deserving Paradise ! If ever, then. 

Then had the sons of God excuse to have been 

EnamorM at that sight ; but in those hearts 

T^ove unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealousy 

Was understood, the injured lover's hell. 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had sufficed 

Not burdened nature, sudden mind arose 

In Adam, not to let the occasion pass 

Given him by this great conference to know 

Of things above his world, and of their being 

Who dwell in Heaven^ whose excellence he saw 

Trsnscend his own so far ; whose radiant forms, 

Divine effulgence, whose high power so far 

Exceeded human ; and his wary speech 

Thus to the empyreal minister he framed: 

** Inhabitant with Cod, now know I well 
Thy favor, in this honor done to man ; 
Under whose lowly roof thou hast vouchsafed 
To enter, and these Earthly fruits to taste, 
Food not of Anfds, yet accepted so, 
As that more vtdUingiy thou coulust not seem 
At Heaven's high feasts to have fed ; yet what compare 1 

To whom the winged Herarch replied: 
'' Adam, One Almighty is, from whom 
' All things proceed, and up to him return. 
If not depravad from good, created all 
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Such to perfection^ one first matter slH, 

Endued with various forms, various degrees 

Of substance, and, in things that live, of life ^ 

But more refined, more spirituous, and pure. 

As nearer to him placed, or nearer tending 

Each in their several active spheres assign'd. 

Till body up to spirit work, in bounds 

Proportion'd to each kind. So from the root 

Springs lighter the green stalk, fix)m thence the leaves 

More aery, last the bright consummate flower 

Spirit odorous breathes : flowers and their fruit, 

Man's nourishment, by gradual scale sublimed, 

To vital spirts aspire, to animal, 

To intellectual; give both life and sense,. 

Fancy and understanding whence the soul 

Reason receives, and reason is her being. 

Discursive, or intuitive ; discourse 

Is oftest yours, the latter most is ours. 

Differing but in degree, of kind the same. 

Wonder not then, what Gk>d for you saw good 

If I refuse not, but convert, as you, 

To proper substance. Time may come, when men 

With Angels may participate, and find 

No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare ; 

Your bodies may at last turn all to spirit, 

Improved by tract of time, and, wing'ci^ ascend 

Ethereal, as we ; or may, at choice. 

Here in Heavenly Paradises dwell ; 

If ye be found obedient, and retain 

Unalterably firm his love entire. 

Whose progeny you are. Meanwhile enjoy 

Your fill what happiness this happy state 

Can comprehend, incapable of more." 

To whom the patriarch of mankind replied : 
" favorable spirit, propitious guest, 
Well hast thou taught the way that might direct 
Our knowledge^ and the scale of nature set 
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From centre to cncunifereoce ; when oo. 

In contemplation of created lluDgi, 

By steps we maj aaccnd to God. But saj. 

What meant that caution joio'd, i/^ Ufmmd 

Obedimt f Can we waai obedience tbeo 

To him, or possibly his love desert. 

Who form'd os from the durt and placed as bete, 

Foil to the utmost measure of what bli»B 

Human desires can seek or apprehend " 

To whom the Angel : "^ Son of Heaven and Earth, 

Attend ! That thou art happy, owe to God ; 

That thou coutinuest such, owe to thyself^ 

That is, to thy obedience ; therein stand. 

This was that caution given thee ; be advised. 

God made thee perfect, not immutable; 

And good he made thee, but to i>ersevere 

He left it in thy power ; ordain'd thy will 

By nature free, not overruled by (ale 

Inextricable, or strict necessity : * 

Our voluntary service he requires 

Not our necessitated ; such with him 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 

Can hearts, not free, be tried whether they serve 

Willing or no, who will but what they must 

By destiny, and can no other choose ? 

Myself, and all the angelic host, that stand 

In sight of God enthroned, our happv state 

Hold, as you yours, while our obedeance holds ; 

On other surety none : freely we serve. 

Because we freely love, as in our will 

To love or not ; in this wc stand or fall : 

And some are fallen, to disobedience fallen, 

And so from Heaven to deepest Hell ; O fidl 

From what high state of bliss; into what wo !" 

To whom our great progenitor ; ** Thy words 

Attentive, and with more delighted ear. 

Divine instructor, I have heard, than when 

M* 
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Clierabic songs by night from neighboring hiUs 

Aerial music send ; nor knew Tnot 

To be both will and deed created free ; 

Tet that we never shall forget to love 

Our Maker, and obey him whose command 

Single is yet so just, my constant thoughts 

Assured me, and still assure : though what thou telfsi 

HathpassMin Heaven some doubt withmme move, 

But more desire to hear, if thou consent, ' 

The full relation, which must needs be strange, 

Worthy of sacred silence to be heard ; 

And we have yet large day, for scarce the sun 

Hath finish'd half his journey, and scarce begins 

His other half in the great zone of Heaven.'' 

Thus Adam made request : and Raphael, 
After short pause assenting, thus began : 

" High matter thou enjoin'st me, O prime of men 
Sad task and hard : for how shall I relate 
To human sense the invisible exploits 
Of warring Spirits? how without remorse, 
The ruin of so many glorious once 
And perfect while they stood ? how last unfold 
The secrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good 
This is dispensed ; and what surmounts the reach 
Of human sense, I shall delineate so, 
By likening spiritual to corporeal forms, 
As may express them best ; though what if Earth 
Be but the shadow of Heaven, and things therein 
Each to other like, more than on Earth is thought ? 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign'd where these Heavens now roll, where Earth no» 

rests 
Upon her centre poised ; when on a day 
(For time, though in eternity, applied 
To motion, measures all things durable 
By present, past, and future,) on such day 
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As Heaven's great year brin^ forth, the empjrrial host 

Of Angels, by imperial summons call'd, 

Innumerable before the Almighty's throne 

Forthwith, from all the ends of Heaven, appear'd 

Under their Hierarchs in orders bright : 

Ten thousand thousand ensigns high advanced, 

Standards and gonfalons Hwixt van and rear 

Stream in the air; and for distinction serve 

Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 

Or in their glittering tissues bear imblazed 

Holy* memorials, acts of zeal and love 

Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 

Of circuit inexpressible they stood, 

Orb within> orb, the Father Infinite, 

By whom in biitss imbosomed sat the Son, 

Amidst as from a flaming mount, whose top 

Brightness had made invisible, thus spake : 

" Hear all ye Angels, progeny of light. 
Thrones, dominations, princedom's virtues, powers ; 
Hear my decree, which unrevoked shall stand. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 
At my right hand ; your head I him appoint ; 
And by myself have sworn, to him shall bow 
All knees in Heaven, and shall confess him Lord ; 
Under his great vicegerent reign abide 
United, as one individual soul. 
For ever happy: him who disobeys, 
Me disobeys, breaks union, and that day, 
Cast out from God and blessed vision, falls 
Into utter darkness, deep ingulPd his place 
Ordain'd without redemtion, without end.' 

So spake the Omnipotent, and with his words 
All seem'd well pleased ; all seem'd, but were not all. 
That day, as other solemn days, they spent 
la song and dtnoe about the sacred hill; 
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Mystical duiee, which yonder £t«ny sphere 

Of planets, and of fi]^ in all her wheels 

Resembles nearest, mazes intricate. 

Eccentric^ intervolved, yet regular 

Then most, when most irregular they seem ; 

And in their motions harmony divine 

So smooths her charmirig tones, that God's own ear 

Listens delighted. Evening now aproach'd 

(For we have also our evening and our morn. 

We ours for change delectable, not need;) 

Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they turn 

Desirous : all in circles as they stood. 

Tables are set, and on a sudden piled 

With AngePs food, and rubied nectar flows 

In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold. 

Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of Heaven. 

On flowers reposed, and with tresh flowerets crown'd 

They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet 

Quaff immortality and joy, secure 

Of surfeit, where full measure only bounds 

Excess, before the all bouatoous King who shower'd 

With copious hand, rc^jociag in their joy. 

Now when ambrosial night, with clouds exhaled 

From that high mount of Grod whence light and shade 

Spring both, the face of briirhtest Heaven had changed 

To grateful twilight (for aii^hL comes not there 

In darker veil) and roseate Jews disposed 

All but the unsleeping oyes of God to rest ; 

Wide over all the plain, and wider far 

Than all this globous Earth in plain outspread 

(Such are the courts of God) the angelic throng, 

Dispers'd in bands and files, their camp extend 

By living streams among the trees of life, 

Pavilions numberless, and sudden reared, 

Celestial tabernacles, where they slept 

Fann'd with cool winds; save those, who in their courise: 

Melodious hymns about the sovereign throne 
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Alternate all night long: but not so waked 

Satan: so call him now, his former name 

Is heard no more in Heaven ; he of the first, 

If not the first Arch- Angel, great in power,. 

In favour and pre-<Kninence, yet fraught 

With envy against the Son of God, that day 

Honored by his great Father, and proclaimed 

Messiah king annointed, could not bear 

Through pride that sight, and thought himself impairnl, 

Deep malice thence conceiving and disdun. 

Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour 

Friendliest to sleep and silence, he resolved 

With all his legions to dislodge, and leave 

Unworshipped unobeyed, the throne supreme, 

Contemptuos ; and his next subordinate 

Awakening, thus to him in secret spake : 

Sleep^st thou, companion dear? What sleep can close 

Thy eyelids ? and remember'st what decree 

Of yesterday, so late hath passM the lips 

Of Heaven's Almighty. Thou to me thy thou/rhts 

Wast wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart : 

Both waking wo were one : how then can now 

They sleep dissent ? new laws thou seest imposed ; 

New laws from him who reigns new minds may raise 

In us who serve, new counsels to debate 

What doubtful may ensue : More in this place 

To utter is not safe. Assemble thou 

Of all those myriads which we lead the chief ; 

Hell them, that by command, ere yet dhn night 

Her shadowy clouds withdraw^ I am to haste, 

And all who under me their banners wave, 

Homeward, with flying march, where we possess 

The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 

Fit entertainment to receive our Kmg, 

The great Messiah, and his new commands, 

Who speedily through all the hierarchies 

Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws. 
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So ffpako the false 4rch-Angel, and infused 
Bad influence into the unwary breast 
Of his associate : he together calls, 
Or several one by one, the regent powers, 
Under him regent ; tells, as he was taught, 
That the Most High commanding, now ere night, 
' Now ere dim ni^t had disencumbered Heaven, 
The great hierarchal standered was to move ; 
Hells the suggested cause, and cast between 
Ambigous words and jealousies to sound 
Or taint integrity ; butallobey'd 
The wonted signal, and superior voice 
Of their great Potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heaven ; 
His countenance, as the morning star that guides 
The starry flock, allured them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of Heaven's host. 
Meanwhile the Eternal eye, whose sight discerns 
Abstrusest thoughts, from forth his holy mount. 
And from within the golden lamps that bum 
Nightly before him, saw without their light 
Rebellion rising ; saw in whom how spread 
Among the sons of mom, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppose his high decree ; 
And, smiling, to his only Son thus said : 
" Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full resplendence, Heir of aU my might 
Nearly it now concerns us to be sure 
Of Our Omnipotence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of deity or empire : such a foe 
Is rising, who intends to erect his throne 
Equal to ours, throughout the spacious north ; 
Not so content, hath in his thought to try. 
In battle, what our power is, or our right. 
Let us advise, and to this hazard draw 
>Vith speed what force is left, and all employ 
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In our defence; lest unawares we lose 
This our high place, our sanctuary, our hilL' 

To whom the Son, with calm aspect and clear, 
Lightning divine, inef&ble, secure. 
Made answer: Mighty Father, thou thy foes 
Justly hast in derision, and, secure, 
Laugh'st at their vain designs abd tumults vain ; 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
lUustrates, when they see all regal power 
Given to quell their pride, and in event 
Know whether I be dexterous to subdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the worse in Heaven. 

So spake the Son ; but Satan, with his powers 
Far was advanced on winged speed ; a host 
Innumerable as the stars of night, 
Or stars of morning, dewdrops, which the sun 
Impearls on every I'^af and every flower. 
Regions they pass'd, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim and Potentates, and Thrones, 
In their triple degrees ; regions to which 
All thy dominion, Adacb is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the Earth 
And all the sea, from one entire globose ' 
Stretch'd into longitude ; which having pass'd, 
At length into the limits of the north 
They came ; and Satan to his royal seat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
Raised on a mount, with pyramids and towers 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold ; 
The palace of great Lucifer (so call 
That structure in the diaect of men 
Interpreted,) which not long after, he 
Afiecting all equaUty with God, 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
Messiah was declared in sight of Heaven, 
The mouDttiii <tf the congregation call'd ; 
For thither he aMemUed all his train. 
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Pretending so commanded to consult 
About the great reception of their King, 
Thither to come, and with calumnious art 
Of coonterfeited truth thus hdd 1 heir ear : 

* Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, powers; 
If these magnific titles yet remain 
Not merely titular, 'since by decree 
Another now hath to himself engross'd 
All powet, and us eclipsed, under the^ame 
Of King anointed, for whom all this haste 
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here, 
This only to consult how we may best, 
Wth what may be devised of honors new. 
Receive him coming to receive from us 
Knee-tiibute yet unpaid, prostration vile! 
Too much to one ? but double how endured, 
To one, and to his image now proclaimed 7 
But what if better counsels might erect 
Our nunds, and teach us to cast ofiTthis yoke? 
Win ye submit your necks, and choose to bend 
The supple knee ? Ye will not; if I trust 
To know ye right, or if ye know yourselves 
Natives and sons of Heaven possess'd before 
By none ; and if not equal all, yet free. 
Equally free ; for orders and degrees 
Jar not with Uberty, but well consist. 
Who can in reason then, or right assume 
Monarchy over such as Uve by ri^ht 
His equals, if in power and splendour less, 
In freedom equal ? or can introduce 
Law and edict on us, who without laW 
Err not? much less for this to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration, to the abuse 
Of those imperial titles, which assert 
Our being ordam'd togoreni, not to serte ' 

Thus far his bold diseoorie without contiol 
Had audience; when among the Seraphim 
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Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal ftdore«l 
The deity, anddiTine commands obey'd^ 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal severe 
^ The current of his fury thns opposed. 

'O ax;gument blasphemous, fiUse, and proud ! 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heaven 
Expected, least of all from thee, Ingrate, 
In placce thyself so high above thy peenL 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The just decree of God pronounced aod swern, 
That to his only Son, by right endued. 
YTiih regal sceptre, every soul in Heaven 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honor due 
Confess him rightful King ? unjust thou say'st, 
Flatly unjust, to bind wiUi laws the free. 
And equal over equals to let reign. 
One over all with unsucceeded power. 
Shalt thou give law to God? shalt thou dispute 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and form'd the powers ofHeaven 
Such as he pleased^and circumscribed their being? 
Yet by experience taught, we know how good, 
And of oui good and of our dignity 
How provident he is; how far from thought - 
To make us less, bent rather to exalt 
Our happy state, under one head more near 
United. But to grant it thee unjust, 
That equal over equals monarch reign 
Thyself, thou^ great and glorious, dost thou count. 
Or all angelic nature join'd in one, 
Equal to him begotten Son ? by whom, 
As by bis Lord, the mighty Father made 
All thmgs, e'en thee ; and all the Spirits of Heaven 
By him created in their bright degrees, 
Grown'd them whh gloiy and to their glory nAmed 
Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, powefv^ 
^sential powers; nor by his reign obscure^, 
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Btilt mora iihuttnoas made ; aince he the head 
One of onr number thus reduced becomes; 
His laws our laws ; all honor to hhn done 
Relumes our own. Codf^e then this impious rage. 
And tempt not these; but hasten to appease 
The incensed Father, and the incensed Son, 
While pardon may be found in time besou^t.' 

So spake the fervent Angel : but his seal 
None seconded, as out of season judged. 
Or angular and ranb : Hhereat rcgoioed 
The apostate, and, more haughty thus replied: 
* That we were form'd then, say'st thou? and tha work. 

Of secondary hurvliii. by task transferred 
From Father Ui his Son ? Rtrange pmt and new! 
Doctrine which w'> iv<imM know whence leara'd who saw 
When this crcHtion v^aH . remember^st thou 
Thy making, whi»(> t; \ ^kcrgave theebeing? 
We know no tiniv wh«'h vi-e w€>fe not as now ; 
Know none before* 119, !i"lf-hegot self»raised 
By our ownquickc>i) \£ ; ewer, when fatal conrsa 
Had drclecJ bis tiiH u'^ ' ii^ birth mature 
Of this our native Htuv^'n. . L.^reai sons. 
Our puissance is out ow.* ; our own right hand 
Shall teach us hitrhesl deeds, by proof to try 
Who is our equdl .* inan thou shalt behold 
Whether by 8up(iiM*ation we intend 
Address, and tu bt;girt the Almighty throne 
Beseeching our besieging. This report, 
These tidings carry to the anointed King ; 
And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight.' 

He said : and, as the sound of waters deep, 
Hoarbc murmur echo'd to his words applanse 
Through the infinite host ; nor less for that 
The flannng Seraph fearless, though alone 
Encompass'd round with foes, thus answered bold : 

* O alienate from God, O Spirit accursed, 
Forsaken of all good ! I ate thy fall 
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Determined, uid thy hapless crew involved 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread 
Both of thy crime and punishment : henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
^>f God's Messiah ; those indulgent laws 
Will not bo now vouchsafed ; other decrees 
A gainst thee are gone forth without recal ; 
That golddh sceptre which thou didst reject, 
f s now an iron rod to bruise and break 
Thy disobedience. Wdl thou didst advise ; 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
These wicked tents devoted, lest the wrath 
impendent, raging into sudden flame, 
Distinguish not : For soon expect *to feel 
({is thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
Then who created thee lamenting learn, 
Wlien who can uncreate thee, thou shalt know." 

So spake the seraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithless, faithful only he ; 
Among innumerable false, unmoved, 
Unshaken, unseduced, unterrified. 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 
JSor number nor example, with him wrought 
To swerve fix>m truth,or change his constant mind, 
Though single. From amidst them forth he pass'd 
Long way through hostile scorn, which he sustained 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught ; 
And with retorted scorn, his back he tum'd 

On those proud towen to swift destruction doom' 
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All night the dreadless Angel unparBoed, 

Through Heayen^s wide champaign held his way; till morn, 

Waked by the circling hours, with rosy hand 

Unbarr'd the gates of light. There is a cave ^ 

Within the mount of God, fast by his throne^ 

Where light and darkness in perpetual round 

Lodge and dislodge by turns, which makes through Heaven 

Grateful vicissitudes, like day and njght ; 

Light issues forth, and at the other door 

Obsequious darkness enters, till her hour 

To veil the Heaven, though darkness there might weu 

Seem ^nrilight here. And now went forth the morn 

Such ad in highest Heaven sirray'd in gold 

EUnpyreal ; from before her vanishM night. 

Shot through with orient beams , when all the plain 

Cover'd with thick embattled squadrons bright, 

Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery steeds, 

Reflecting blaze on blaze, first met his view : 

War he perceived, war in procinct ; and found 

Already known what he fot news had thoo^t 

To have reported : Gladly then he mix'd 

Among those frendly powers, who him received 

With joy and acclamations loud, that one, 

That of BO many myriads fallen, yet one 

Retum'd not lost. On to the sacred hill 

They led him high applauded, and present 

Before the Be%t supreme ; from whence a voice, 

From midst a golden cloud, thus mild was heard : 
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"Senrant of God well done; well hast thou fought 
The better fight, who smgle hast maintain'd 
Against revolted multitudes the cause 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms ; 
And for the testimony of truth hast borne 
Universal reproach, far worse to bear 
Than violence for this was all thy care 
To stand approved in sight of Grod, though worlds 
Judged thee perverse : the easier conquest now 
Remains thee, aided by this host of friends, 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Than scom'd thou didst depart ; and to subdue 
By force who reason for their law refuse, 
Bight reason for their law, and for their King 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Gro, Michael, of celestial armies prince, 
And thou in military prowess next, 
Gabriel, lead forth to battle these my sons 
Invincible ; lead forth my aimed Saints, 
By thousands and by Millions, ranged for fight, 
Equal in number to that Godless crew 
Rebellious : Them with fire and hostile arras * 
Fearless assault ; and, to the brow of Heaven 
Pursuing, drive them out from God and bliss, 
Into their place of punishment, the gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery Chaos to receive their fall" 

So spake the sov'reign voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 
In dusky wreaths, reluctant fiames, the sign 
Of wrath awakened ; nor with less dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high 'gan blow ; 
At which command the Pow^ers militant. 
That stood for '* 'eaven, in mighty quadrate jpin'd 
Of union irresistible, moved on 
In silence their bright legions, to the sound 
Of instrumental harmony, that breathed 
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Heroic ardor to adventurous deeds, 

Under their Godlike leaders, in the cause 

Of God and his Messiah. On they move 

Indissolubly firm j nor obvious Hill, 

Nor straitening vale, nor wood, nor stream divides 

Their perfect ranks ; for high above the ground 

Their march was, and the passive air upbore 

Their nimble tread : as when the total lund 

Of birds, in orderly array on wing. 

Came summon'd over Eden to receive 

Their names of thee ; so over many a tract 

Of Heaven they march'd, and many a province wi^c 

Tenfold the length of this terrene : At last, 

Far in the horizon to the North appear'd 

From skirt to skirt a fiery region, strotchM 

In battailous aspect, and nearer view. 

Bristled with upright beams innumerable 

Of rigid spears, and hemlets throng'd, and shields , 

Various, with boastful argument portray'd^ 

The banded Powers of Satan hastening on 

With furious expedition ; for they ween'd 

That selfsame day, by fight or by surprise, 
V To vdn the mount of God, and on his throne 
To set the Envier of his state, the proud 

Aspiror \ but their thoughts proved fond and v^in. 

In the mid way ; Though strange to us it fle«m'd 

At first that Angel should with Angel war, 

And in fierce hosting meet, who woni to meet 

So oft in festiyab of joy and lore 

Uuanimous, as sons of one Great sire, 

Hymning the eternal Father : ButtheAont 

Of battle now began, and rushing sound * - 

Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 

High in the midst, exalted as a God, 

The Apostate in his sun-bright chariot sat, 

Idol of Majesty dime, enclosed 

With flaming Cherubim, and golden shields; 
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Then lighted from his gorgeoas Throne, for now 
Twizt host and host but narrow space was left, 
A dreadful intenral, and front to front 
Presented stood in tenrible array 
Of faideons length: beforo the doudy van, 
On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 
Satan, with rast and haughty strides advanced. 
Came towering^ arm'd in adamant and gold ; 
» Abdiel that sight endured not, where he stood 
Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds. 
And thus his own undaunted heart ezpl(»cs : 

'0 Heaven! that such resemblance of the Higheit 
Should yet remain, where faith and reality 
Remain not : Whereforo should not strength and might 
There fiul, where virtue fails, or weakest prove 
Where boldest, though to sight unconquerable? 
His puissance, trusting in the Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whose reason I have tried 
Unsound and false ; nor is it aught but just, 
That he, who in debate ot truth hath won, 
Should win in arms, in both disputes alike 
Victor ; though brutish that contest and foot 
When reason hath to deal with force, yet so 
Most reason is that reason overcome.' 

So pondering, and from his armed peon 
Forth stepping opposite, half way he met 
His daring foe^ at this prevention more 
Incensed, and thus securely him defied : 

'Proud, art thou met? thy hope was to haTereach'd 
The hei|^thof thy aspiring unopposed. 
The throne of God unguarded, and his side 
Abandon'd, at the terror of thy power 
Or potent tongue : Fool ! not to thii^ how vain 
Against the Omnipotent to rise in arms 
Who out of smallest things could, without end, 
Have raised incessant armies to deftftt 
Thy folly; or with solitary hand * 
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Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow, 

Unaided, could have finish'd thee, and whelmed 

Thy legions under darkness : but thou seest 

All are not of thy train : there be, who faith 

Prefer, and piety to God, though then 

To thee not visible, when I alone 

Seem'd in thy world erroneous to dissent 

From all : My sect thou seest ; now learn too late 

How few sometimes may know, when thousands err/ 

Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye askance, 
Thus answered : *I11 for thee, but in wisfa'd hour 
Of my revenge, first sought for, thou retum'st 
From iligl\ty seditious Angel ! to receive 
Thy merited reward, the first assay 
Of this right hand provoked, since first that tongue, 
Inspired with contradiction, durst oppose 
A third part of the Grods, in synod met 
Their deities to assert ; who, while they feel 
Vigor divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou comest 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 
From me some plume, that thy success may show 
Destruction to the rest ; this pause between 
(Unanswer'd lest thou boast,) lo let thee know 
At first I thought that liberty and Heaven 
To Heavenly souls had been ail one ; but now 
I see that most through sloth had rather serve. 
Ministering Spints^ trained up in feast and song ! 
Such hast thou arm'd, the minstrelsy of Heaven, 
Servility with fireedom to contend. 
As both their deeds compared this day shall prove.' 

To whom in brief thus Abdiel stem replied: 
'Apostate ! still thou en'st, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, fiom the path of truth remote : 
Unjustly thou depravest it with the name 
Of servitude, to serve whom God <»daina 
Or nature : God and nature bid the sar^** 
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Whon he who rules is worthiest, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is servitude, 
To serve the unwise, or him who hath rebell'd 
Against his worthier, asthine now serve thee, 
Thyself not free, but to thyself enthrall'd ; 
Tet lewdly darest our ministering upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell, thy kingdom ; let me serve 
In Heaven God ever bl^ss*d, and his divine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be obey'd ; 
Tet chains in Hell, not realms, expect; meanwhile 
From me, retum'd, as erst thou saidst, from flight 
This greeting on thy impious crest receive.* 
So saying, a noble stroke he lifted high^ 
Which hung not, but so swift with tempest fell 
On the proud crest of Satan, ^at no sight. 
Nor motion of swift thought, less could his shield, 
Such ruin intercept : Ten paces hu^e 
He back recoil'd ; the tenth on bended knee 
His massy spear upstaid ; as if on Earth 
Winds under ground, or waters forcing way, 
. Sidelong had pushed a mountain frcm his seat, 
Half sunk with all his pines. Amazement seized 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage, to see 
Thus foil'd th^ mightiest ; ours joy fill'd, and shout, 
Presage and victory, and fierce desire 
Of battle : Whereat Michael bid sound 
The Arch- Angel trumpet ; through the vast of Heaven 
It sounded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hosanna to the Highest : Nor stood at gaze 
The adverse legions, nor less hideous join'd 
The horrid shock. Now storming fury rose, 
And clamor such as heard in Heaven till noW 
' Was never ; arms on armor clashing bray'd 
Horrible discord, and the madding wheela 
Of brazen chariots raged ; dire was the noise 
Of conflict; overhead the dismal hiss 



^<fOVi. VI.] PARADISE LOST. 157 

Of fiery darts in flaming volleys flew, 
And flying vaulted either host with fire. 
So under fiery cope together rush'd 
Both battles main, with ruinous assault 
And im^xtinguishable rage. All Heaven 
Resounded ; and had Earth been then, all Earth 
Had to her centre shook. What wonder? when 
Millions of fierce encountering Angels fought 
On either side, the least of whom could wield 
These elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions: how much more of power 
Army against army numberless to raise 
Dreadful combustion warring, and disturb, 
Though not destroy, then happy native scat: 
Had not the Eteinal Kin^ Omnipotent, 
From his strong Void of heaNcn, high ovcrrul'd 
And limited their might ; though numcr'd such 
As each divided legion might have seem'd 
A numerous host ; in strength each armed hand 
A legion ? led in fight, yet leader seem'd 
Each warrior single as in Chief^ expert 
When to advance, oi stand, or turn the sway 
Of battle, open when, and when to close 
The ridges of grim war : No thought of flight, 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argued fear; each on himself relied. 
As only in his ami the moment lay 
Of, victory : Deeds of eternal fame 
Were done, but infinite ; for wide was spread 
That war, and various ; sometimes on firm ground 
A standing fight, then, soaring on main wing, 
Tormented all the air ; all air seem'd then 
Conflictbg fire. Long tin^e in even scale 
The battle hung ; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious power had shown, and met in arms 
No equal ranging through the dure attack 
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Offighting seraphim confused^ at length 
Saw where the sword of Micl^ael smote, and felVd 
Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed sway 
BrandishM aloft, the horrid edge came down 

Wide wasting ; such destruction to withstand 

He hasted, and opposed the rocky orh 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield, 

A vast circumference. At his approach 
The great Arch-Anpel from his warUke toil 
Surceased, and glad as hoping here to end 
Intestine war in Heaven, the archfoe suhdued 
Or Captive dragg'd in chains, with hostile frown 
And visage allinflamed first thus began : 
Author of evil u nknown till thy revolt, 

Unnamed in Heaven, now plenteous as thou ecest 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all, 
Though heaviest by just measure on thyself, 
And thy adherents : How hast thou disturb'd 
Heaven's blessed peace, and into nature brought 
Misery, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion I how hast thou instill'd 
Thy malice in thousands, once upright 
And faithful, now proved false ! But think not here 
To trouble holy rest ; Heaven casts thee out 
From all her confines. Heaven the seat of faJiss, 
Brooks not the works of violence and war. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along, 
Thy oflspring, to thy place of evil, Hell ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew ! there mingle broils, 
Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom^ 
Or some more sudden vengeance, wing'd from God, 

Precipitate thee with augmented pain. 
So spake the prince of Angels ; to whom thus 

The adversary. Nor think thou with wind 

Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 

Thou canst not, Hast thou turned the least of these 
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To flight, or if to fall, but that thej rise 

Unvanquish'd the easier to transact with me 

That thou shouldflt hope, imperious, and with threat ft 

To chase me hence ? err not, that so shall end 

The strife which thou call'st evil, but we style 

The strife of glory ; which we mean to win. 

Or turn this Heaven itself into the Hell 

Thou fablest ; here however to dwell free. 

If not to reign : meanwhile thy utmost force, 

And joined him named Almighty to thy aid 

I fly not, but have sought thee lar and nigh. 

They ended parlc, and both addressed for fight 
Unspeakable ; for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to wliat things 
Liken on Earth conspicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to such heighth 
Of Godlike power ? for liKcst Gods they seem*d j 
Stood they or moved, in stature motion, arms, 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heaven. 
Now wavM their fiery swords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles ; two broad suns their shields 
Blazed opposite, while expectation stood 
In horror : from each hand with speed retired. 
Where erst was thickest fight, the Angelic throng, 
And left argc field, unsafe within the wind 
Of such commotion ; such as to set forth 
Great things by small, if nature's concord broke. 
Among the constellations war were sprung, 
Two planets, rushing from aspect maligd 
Of fiercest opposition, in mid sky 
Should combat, and their jarring spheres confound 
Together both with next to Almighty arm 
Uplifted imminent, one stroke they' aim'd 
That might determine, and not need repeat, 
As not of power at once ; nor odds appear'd 
In might or swift prevention : But the sword 
Of Michael from the armory of God 



]60 PARADISE LOST, [B00« Vf. 

Was given him temperM so that neither keen 

Nor solid might resist that edge : it met 

The sword of Satan, with steep force to smite 

Descending, and in half cut sheer ; nor staid, 

But with swift wheel reverse, deep entering, shared 

All his right side : Then Satan first knew pain, 

And writhed him to and fro convolved ; so sore 

The griding sword with discontinuons wound 

Pass'd through him: but the ethereal substance clofief?^ 

Not long divisible ; and from the gash 

A stream of nectarous humor issuing flowM 

Sanguine, such as celestial spirits may bleed, 

And all his armour stained, erewhile so bright. 

Forthwith on all sides to his aid was run 

By Angels many and strong, who interposed 

Defence, while others bore him on their shields 

Back to his chariot, where it stood retired 

From offthe files of war: There, they him laid 

Gnashing for anguish and despite and shame 

To find himself not matchless, and his pride 

Humbled by such rebuke, so far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power. 

Yet soon he heal'd ; for spirits that live throughout 

Vital in every part, not as frail man 

In entrails, heart or bead, liver or rein?, 

Cannot but by annihilating die ; 

Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air : 

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear,. 

All intellect, all sense ; and as they peslea 

They limb themselves, and color, shape, or size 

Assume, as likes them best, condense or rare. 

Meanwhile in other parts like deeds deserved 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 
And with fierce ensigns pierced the deep arrav 
Of Moloch, furious ^ng ; who him defied. 
And at his chariot- wheels to drag him boun<l 
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Threaten'd, nor from the holy One of Heaven 

Refrain'd his tongue blasphemous ; but anon 

Down cloven to the waist, with shattered anns 

And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 

Uriel, and Raphael, his vaunting foe, 

Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm'd. 

Vanquished Adramelech, and Asmadai, 

Two potent thrones, that to be less than Grods. 

Disdained but meaner thoughts learnM in their flight 

Mangled with ghastly wounds through plate and mail. • 

Nor stood unmindful Abdicl to annoy 

The atheist crew, but with redoubled blow 

Ariel, and Arioch, and tlio violence 

Of Ramiel-scorch'd and blasted, overthrew. 

I might relate of thousands, and their nanioH 

Eternize here on Earth; but those elect 

Angels, contented with their fame in Heaven, 

Seek not the praise of men : The other sort, 

In might though wonderous and in acts of war 

For of renown leas eager, yet by doom 

Canceled from Heaven and sacred memory. 

Nameless in dark oblivion let them dwell. 

For strength from truth divided, and from just, 

lUaudable, nought merits but dispraise 

And ignominy ; yet to glory aspires 

Vain-glorious, and through infamy seeks fame : 

Therefore eternal silence be their doom. 

And now, their mightiest quell'd, the battle swerved, 

With many an inroad gored ; deformed rout 

Entered, and foul disorder ; all the ground 

With shivor'd armor strown, and on a heap 

Chariot and charioteer lay overtum'd, 

And fiery-foaming steeds; what stood, recoiled 

O'er weaned, through the faint Satanic host. 

Defensive scarce, or with pale fear surprised. 

Then first with fear surprised, and'sense of paiDi 

Fled ignominious, to such evil brought 

♦ 
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Bjsinofdiiobedience; tiU that hour 
Not liable to fear or flight or pain, 
Far otherwise the inTiolable Saint* 
In cubic phalanx firm, advanced entire. 
Invulnerable, impenetrably ann*d ; 
Such high advantages their innocence 
(3ave them above their foes ; not to have sinn' d 
Not to have disobey'd ; in fight they stood 
Unwearied, unobnozious to be pain'd 
• By wound, though from their place by violence moved 

Now night her course began, and, over H eaven 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce imposed, 
And silence on the odious din oi war ; 
Under her cloudy covert both retired, 
Victor and vanquished ; On the foughtcn field 
Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, placed in guard their watches round. 
Cherubic waving fires : On the other part, 
Satan with his rebellious disappeared, 
^ar in tlie dark dislodged ; and void of rcst^ 
His Potentates to council callM by night ; 
And in the midst thus undismayed began : 

* O now in danger tried, now known in anus 
Not to be overpower'd, companions dear,. 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, 
Too mean pretence ! but what we more effect. 
Honor, dominion, glory, and renown ; 
Who have sustained one day in doubtful fight, 
(And if one day, why not eternal days?) 
What Heaven's Lord had powerfuUest to send 
Against us from about his throne, and judged 
Sufficient to subdue us to his will. 
But proves not so : then fallible, it seems, 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Onmiscient thought. True is, less firmly arm'd, 
Some disadvantage we endured and pain, 
Till now not known, but known, as soon contemn 'd 
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Since now we find this oar empyreal form 
Incapable of mortal injury, 
Imperishable, and though pierced with wound, 
Soon closing, and by native vigor heal'd. 
Of evil then so small as easy thiok 
The remedy ; perhaps more valid arms 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 
May serve to better us, and worse our foes. 
Or equal what between us made the odds. 
In nature none : If other hidden cause 
Lefl them superior, while we can preserve 
Unhurt our minds, and understanding sound, 
Due search and consultation will disclose.' 

He sat ; and in the assembly next upstood 
Nisroch, of principaUties the prime : 
As one he stood escaped from cruel fight, 
Sorctoil'd his riven arms to havoc hewn, 
And cloudy in aspect thus answering spake ; 

* Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right to Gods ; yet ha rd 
For Grods, and too unequal work we find, 
Against unequal arms to fight in pain. 
Against unpain'd, impassive ; from which evil 
Ruin must needs ensue ; for what avails 
Yalor or strength, thousrh matchless, quellM with p aiiu 
Which all subdues,*and makes remiss the hands 
Of mightiest? Sense of pleasure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine. 
But Uve content, which is the calmest life : 
But pain is perfect misery, the worst 
Of evils, and excessive, overturns 
All patience. He, who therefore can invent 
With what more forcible we may ofiend 
Our yet un wounded enemies, or arm 
Ourselves with like defence, to me deserves 
No less than for deliverance what we owe..' 

Whereto with look€om|»osed Satan replied : 



' Not unimoitad that, wliichtboDuight 
BeHeveatBo uuinlo our aucce^a, bring. 
Miichofai who briuildB tlie blight surface 
Of this etheieotii raoald whortMn we atand, 
Tbis continent of spacious Heuveo, udom'd 
With plant, fruit, flower smbroaial, getOB, tad gold; 
Whose eyes bo auperficiallj aurvfya 
Theaethings.asnottoniindfromwhencelheygTOH' 
Deep under ptound, inaleriojB dark nod trude, 
Of ipiritoouB and fiery apvimo, till touch'd 
With lleiven's ray and temper'd the; ahoot forth 
Soheautcouei-opeuing to the ambiont light? 
These in their iln,rk iialivily the deep 
ShaU yield oa, pregnant 'with infernal flame ; 
Which, into hoUow ciigineH, lonu &iirl round, 
TWrkramni'd, at thp other bore with toacb of fir* 
Dilated and infuriale, ahall eend forth 
From far, with thundering noise, among our (bes 
SuohimplomcntB of miachiofflB shall dash 
To {necCB, and o'erwhelm wlialtvor stands 
Adverse, tliat they hallfear we bavedisajDi'd 
Tha thundcrer of hifi only dreaded bolt, 
Nor long S'hall he our labor yet ere dawn, 
F.JTBCtaballKnd our wish. Meanwhile revive; 
Abandonfcar; to strength and counael join'd 
Think nothing hard, much less to be deapair'd.' 
He ended, and his words their drooping cheor 
Enlighten'd and their lantiiiiali'd hnpE revivud. 
The invention all admired, and each, how he 
To he the inventor mias'di aoeasy itsoem'd 
Once found, which jtt uufound niowt would have thought 
ImpoB^blc; Yet haply of thy rac'e 
Infnture days, if nialicw should abound, 
Some one intent on mischief, or inspired 
With Devilish machination, might deviso 
Like instrument lo plague tlie sons of men 
For sin, on war and mutual slaughter b«nt 
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Forthwith from council to the work they flew ; 
None arguing stood ; innumdrablc hands 
Were read/; in a moment yp they tum'd 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath 
The originals of nature in their crude 
Conception ; sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found they mingled, and with subtle art, 
Concocted and adjusted, they reduc ed 
To blackest grain, and into store conveyed : 
Part hidden vains digged up (nor hath this Earth 
Entrails unlike) of mineral and stone, 
Whereof to found their engines and their balls 
Of missive ruin : part incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 
So all ere dayspring, under conscious night, 
Secret they finished, and in order set. 
With silent circumspection, unespied. 

Now when fair mom orient in Heaven appcarVr, 
Uprose the victor- Angels, and to arms 
The matin trumpet sung : in arms they stood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host, 
Soon banded; others from the dawning*Hills 
Look round, and scouts each coast light-arm'd scon r . 
Each quarter to descry the distant foe, 
Where lodged, or whither fled, or if for fight. 
In motion or in halt ; Him soon they met 
Under spread ensigns moving high, in sKiw 
By firm battalion ; back with speediest sail 
Zophiel, or Cherubim the swiftest wing, 
Came flying, and in mid air aloud thus cried ; 

* Arm, warriors, arm for %ht ; the foe at hanc*, 
^Vhom fled we thought, will save us lon^ pursuit 
This day ; fear not his flight ; so thick a cloud 
He comes, and settled in his face I see 
Sad resolution, and secure : Let each 
His Adamantine coat gird well, and each 
I it well his hdm, gripe fast his orbed shi^Id^ 
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Borne even or high ; for this day will pour down, 
If f conjecture aught, no dazzling shower, 
But rattling storms of arrows bat bM with fire.' 

So wani*d he them, aware themselves, and soon 
In order, quit of all impediment ; 
Instant without disturb they took alarm ; 
And onward moved embattled : When behold I 
Not distant far with heavy pace the foe 
Aproaching gross and huge, in hollow cube 
Training his Devihsh enginery, impaled 
On every side with shadowing squadrons deep, 
To hide the fraud. At intervi'iw both sto od 
Awhile : but suddenly at head appeared 
Satan, and thus was heard corniaanding loud : 

' Vanguard, to right and lo i tne front unfold 
That all may see who hatt, us, how we seek 
Peace and composure, and with open breast 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverse ; 
But that I doubt ; however witneaa Heaven ! 
Heaven, witness thou anon ! while we discharge 
Freely our part : ye, who appointed stand*,' 
Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear 1^ 

So scoffing in ambiguous words, he scarce 
Had ended ; when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retired : 
Which to our eyes discovered, new and strange, 
A triple mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars most they seom'd, 
Or hollo w'd bodies made of oak or iir. 
With branches loppM, in wood or mountain fell'd) 
Brass, iron, stony mould, had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gaped on us wide, 
Portending hollow truce : At each behind 
A Seraph stood, and in his hand a reed 
Sfood wavmg tipp'd with fire: while we, suspense, 
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Collected stood within our thoughts amused, 

Not long : for sadden all at once their reeds 

Put forth, and to a narrow vent applied 

With nicest touch. Immediate in a flame, 

But sooB obscured with smoke, all Heaven aipear'd. 

From those deep-tliroated engines belch*d, whose roar 

Embowel'd with outrageous noise the air, 

And all her entrails tore, disgorging foul 

Their devilish glut, chainM thunderbolts and hail 

Of iron globes ; which, on th?. victor host 

LcvelPd with such impetuous fury smote. 

That, whom they hit, none on their feet might stand,- 

Though standing elsf as rocks, but down they fell 

By thousands, Angel on Arcb-Angel rolled ; 

The sooner for their arms ; unaim'd they might 

Have easily, as spirits, evaded swift 

By quick contraction or remove ; but now 

Foul dissipation followed, and forced rout ; 

Nor served it to relax their serried files, 

What should they do ? it on they rush'd, repulse 

Repeated, and indecent overthrow 

Doubled, would render Ihem yet more despised, 

And to their foes a laughter; for in view 

Stood rank'd of seraphim another row, 

In posture to displode their second tire 

Of thunder: Back defeated to return 

They worse abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight, 

And to his mates thus in derision call'd : 

O Friends ! why come not on these victors proud ? 
Ere while they fierce were coming j and when we 
To entertam them fan- with open front 
And breast, (what could we more?) propounded terms 
Ot composition, straight they changed their minds, 
Flew of^ and into strange vagaries fdl, 
As they would dance ; yet for a dance they seemM 
Somewhat extravagant and wild; perhaps 
For joy of o^t^d peace : But I suppose 
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If our proposals once again were heard, 
We should compel them to a quick result. 

To whom thus Belial, in like gamesome mood: 
* Leader ! the terms we sent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urged home; 
Such as we might perceive amused them all. 
And stumbled many : Who receives them right 
Had need from head to foot well understand ; 
Not understood, this gift they have besides, 
They show us when our iocs walk not upright.' 

So they among themselves in pleasant vein 
Stood scoffincr, hdghten'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory : Eternal Might 
To match with their inventions they presumed 
So easy, and of his Thunder made a scorn 
And all his host derided, while they stood 
Awhile in trouble : But they stood not long ; 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 
Against such Helhsh mischief fit to oppose. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the Power, 
Which God hath in his Mighty Angels placed 1). 
Their arms away they threw, and to the Hills 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heaven 
Of pleasure situate in Hill and dale,) 
Light as the lightning glimpse they ran, they flew ; 
From their foundations loosening to and fro. 
They pluck'd the seated Hills, with all their load, 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the shaggy tops 
Uplifting bore them in their hands : Amaze, 
Be sure, and terror seized the rebel host. 
When coming towards them so dread they saw 
The bottom of the mountains upwards tum'd ; 
Till on those cursed engines triple-row 
They saw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of moimtains buried deep ; 
Themselves invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air 
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Came shadowing, and oppresa'd whole legiona arm'd ; 

Their armour helped their harm, cmshM in and brmsed 

Into their subatance pent, which wrought them pain 

Implacable, and many adoloms groan ; 

Long struggling underneath, ere they could wind 

Out of such prison, though spirits of purest fight, 

Purest at first, nowgross by sinning grown. 

The rest, in imitation, to like arms 

Betook them, and the neighboiuring Hills uptore : 

So Hills amid the air encounter'd Hills, 

HurPd to and fro with jaculation dire ; 

That under ground they fought in dismal shade; 

Infernal noise ! war seem'd a civil game 

To this uproar ; horrid confusion heap'd 

Upon confusion rose : and now all Heaven 

Had gone to wrack, with ruin overspread ; 

Had not the Almighty Father, where he aits 

Shrined in his sanctuary of Heaven secure. 

Consulting on the sum of thing, foreseen 

This tumult, and permitted all, advised : 

That his great purpose he might so fiilfil, 

To honor his annouited Son avenged 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All power on him transferr'd; whence to his Son, 

The Assessor of his throne, he thus began: 

Effulgence of my glory, Son beloved, 
Son, in whose face invisible is beheld 
VisiUy what by Deity I am ; 
And in whose hand what by decree I do, 
Second Onmipotence! two days arepaas'd, 
Two days, as we compute the days of Heaven, 
Smte Michael and his powers went forth to tame 
These disobedient ; sore hath been then* fight, 
As likefiest was, when two such foes met armed'; 
For to themselves I left them ; and thou know*8t, 
Equal in thor creation they were form'd, 

- ^h** oifx hath immdr'd; which v«»* hath v.rought 
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Insensibly, for I suspend their doom ; 

Whence in perpetual fight they needs must last 

Endless, and no solution will be found ; 

War wearied hath performed what war can do, 

And to disordered age let loose the reins, 

With mountains, as with weapons, arm'd;* which makes 

Wild work in Heaven, and dangerous to the main 

Two days are therefore pass'd, the third is thine ; 

For thee I have ordain'd it ; and thus far 

Have suffered, that the glory may be thine 

Of ending this great war, since none but Thou 

Can end it. Into thee such virtue and grace 

Immense I have transfused that all may know 

In Heaven and Hell thy power above compare ; 

And, this perverse commotion govem*d thus, 

To manifest the worthiest to be heir. 

Of all things ; to be heir, and to be King 

By sacred unction, tliy deserved right. 

Go then, thou Mightiest, in thy Father's might j 

Ascend my chariot guide thq rapid wheels 

That shake Heaven's basis, bring forth all my war 

My bow and thunder, my Almighty arms 

Gird on, and sword upon thy puissant thigh -, 

Piursdc these sons of darkness, diive them out 

From all Heaven's bounds into the utter deep : 

There let tliem learn, as likes them, to despise 

God, and Messiah his anointed King. 

He said, and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone full ; he all his Father full expressed 
Ineflably into his face received j 
And thus the Filial Godhead answering spake : 

Father, Supreme of Heavenly thrones. 
First, highest, holiest, best ; thou always seek 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee. 
As is most just ; this I my glory account. 
My exaltation, and my whole delignt. 
That thou, in me. well pleased, declarest thy will 
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Fulfil'd, which to fulfil is all my bUse 

Sceptre and power, thy giving, I assume, 
And gladlierBhall resign, when in the end 
Thou shaltbe allin all, and I in thee 
For ever ; and m me all whom thou lovest ; 
But whom thou hatest I hate, and can put on, 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildness on, 
Image of thee in all thin^ ; and shall soon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Heaven of theqe rebcllM: 
To their prepared ill mansion driven down. 
To chains of darkness, and the undying worm ; 
That from thy just obedience could revolt, 
Whom to obey is happiness entire. 
Then shall thy saints unmix'd, and from the impure 
Far separated, circhng the holy mount, 
Unfeigned Hallelujahs to be sung. 
Hymns of high praise, and I among them chief. 

So said, he, o*er his sceptre bowing, rose 
From the right hand of glory where he sat ; 
And the third sacred mom began to shine, 
Dawning though Heaven. Forth rush'd with whirl, wnul 

sound, 
The chariot of paternal Deity, 
Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn, 
Itself instinct with spirit, but convoy'd 
By four cherubic shapes ; four faces each 
Had wondrous ; aswithsta^, Iheir bodies all 
And wings were set with eyes ; with eyes the wheels 
Of beryl, and careering fires between; 
Over their hands a crystal firmament, 
Whereon a sapphire throne, inlaid with pur6 
Amber, and colours of the showery arch. 
He, in celestial panoply all ■arm'd 
Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought, 
Ascended ; at his right hand victoiy 
Sf^t eagle- winged ; beside him hung his bow 
And quiver with three-bolted thunder- stored ; 
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And from about him fierce efiiision roU'd 
Of smoke and bickeruig flame and sparkles dire : 
Attended with ten thousand thousand saints. 
He onward came ; fiu* offhis coming shone ; 
And twenty-thousand (I their number heard ) 
Chariots of Ctod, half on each hand, were seen ; 
He on the wings of Cherab robe sublime. 
Onthecrystalline sky, in sapphire throned, 
Illustrionsfarand wide ; but by his own 
First seen ; them unexpected joy surprised, 
When the great ensign of Messiah blazed 
Aloft by Angels bom, his sign in Heaven ; 
Under whose conduct Michael soon reduced 
His army, circumfmsed on either wing, 
Under their head embodied all in one. 
Before him power Divine his way prepared ; 
At his command the uprooted hills retired 
Each to. his place; they heard his voice, and went 
Obsequious ; heaven his wonted face renew'd, 
And with fresh flowerets hill and valley smiled. 
This saw his hapless foes, but stood obdured, 
And to rebellious fight rallied their powers, 
Insensate, hope conceiving from deipair. 
In Heavenly spirits could such perverseness dwell ? 
But to convince the proud what signs avail. 
Or wonders move the obdurate to relent ? 
They, hardenM more by what might most reclaim, 
Grieving to see his glory, at the sight 
Took envy ; and, aspiring to his heighth. 
Stood re-embattled fierce, by force of fraud 
Weening to prosper, and at length prevail 
Against God and Messiah, or to fall 
In universal ruin last ; and now 
To final battle drew, disdaining flight. 
Or faint retreat; when the great Son of God 
To all his host on either hand thus spake : 
Stand still in bright array, ye saints ; here stand. 
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Ye Angels armM ; this day (rom battle rest : 

Faithfol hath been your warfare, and of God 

Accepted, fearless in his righteous cause ; 

And as ye have received, so have ye done, 

Invincibly : but of this cursed crew 

The punishment to other hand belongs ; 

Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints : 

Number to this day's work is not ordain'd, 

Nor multitude ; stand only, and behold 

God's indignation on these Godless pour'd 

By me; not you, but mo they have despised, - 

Yet envied ; against me is all their rage. 

Because the Father, to whom in Heaven supreme 

Kingdom and power and glory appertains, 

Hath honor'd me, according to his will. 

Therefore to me their dooin he hath .I'^^i^-.i'd j 

That they may have their wis'.!, to try witii mo 

In battle which the strongcjr proves j th'>y all, 

Or I alone against them v sincc hy strength 

They measure all, of othnr cxr^o'lencies 

Not emulous, nor care who thcori exc^'Is ,' 

Nor other stritc with them uo I vouchsafe. 

So spake the Son, and into terror chaaged 

His countenance too severe to be behr?ld, 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 

At once the four spread out their starry wings 

With dreadful sJiade c6atiguous, and the orbs 

Of his fierce chariot roU'd, as with the sound 

Of torrent floods, or of a ntmierous host. 

He on his impious foes right onward drove, 

Gloomy as night ; under his burning wheels 

The stedfast empyrean shook throughout, 

All but tiie throne itself of God. Full soon 

Among them he arrived ; in his right hand 

Grasping ten thousand thunders, which be sent 

Before him, such as in their souls infiz'd 

Plagues: they, astonish'd, all refistance lost, 

P* 
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All courage ; down their idle weapons dropped ; ' 

O'er shields and helms and helmed heads he rode 

Of thrones and mightjp seraphim prostrate, 

That wish'd the mountains now might be again 

Thrown on them, as a shelter from his ire. 

Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 

His arrows, from the fourfold-visa^fed four 

Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 

Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ; 

One spirit in them ruled ; and every eye 

Glared lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire 

Among the accursed, that wither'd all their strength, 

And of their wonted vigour left them drain'd, 

Exhausted, spiritless, afflicted, fallen. 

Yet half his strength he put not forth, but check'*! 

llis thunder in mid volley ; for he meant 

Not to destroy, but root them out of Heaven : 

The overthrown he raised ; and, as a herd 

Of goats or timorous flock together throng'd, 

Drove them before him thunderstruck, pursued 

With terrors, and with furies, to the bounds 

And crystal wall of Heaven: which, opening wide 

Roird inward and a spacious gap disclosed 

Into the wasteful deep : . the monstrous sight 

Struck them with horror backward, but far worse 

Urged them behind : headlong themselves they threw 

Down from the verge of Heaven ; eternal wrath 

BurnM after them to the bottomless pit. 

Hell heard the unsuflerable noise, Hell saw 
Heaven running from Heaven, and would have fled 
Afirighted : but strict fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound. 
Nine days they fell : Confounded Chaos roarM, 
And felt ten fold confusion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, so huge a rout 
Encumbered him with ruin : Hell at last 
Yawing received them whole, and on them closed ; 
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Hell, their lit habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 
DisburdenM Heaven rejoiced, and soon repair'd 
Her moral breach, returning whence it rolled ; 
Sole victor, from the ezpubion of his foes, 
Messiah his triumphal chariot tum'd : 
To meet him all his saints, Who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of his Almigty acts, 
With jubilee advanced; and, as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright 
Sung triumph, and him sung victorious King, 
Son Heir and Lord, to him dominion given, 
Worthiest to reign : He, celebrated, rode 
Triumphant through mid Heaven, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father throned 
On high ; who into glory him received, 
Where now he sits at the right hand of bUss. 

Thus, measuring things in Heaven by things on £arth, 
At thy request, and that thou mayest beware 
By what is pass'd, to thee I have revealed 
What might have else to human race been hid -, 
The discord which befel, and war in Heaven 
Among the angelic powers, and ihe deep fall 
Of those too high aspiring, who rebell'd 
With Satan; he who envies how thy state. 
Who now is plotting how he may seduce 
Thee also from obedience, that, with him 
Bereaved of happiness, thou mayest partake 
His punishment, eternal misery ; 
Which would be all his solace and revenge, 
As a despite done against the Most High, 
Thee onoe to gain companion of his wo. ~ 
But listen not to his temptation's, warn 
Thy weaker : let it profit thee to have heard. 
By terrible example the reward 
Of disobedience; filtn they might have stood, 
Yet fell ; reibember, and fear to transgress. 
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Rtqthaelatthe request of Adam reUUes how and uoherefore this 
world was first created: that God, after VU exptOing of Satan, 
and his Mgelt out qfHeanen, deelaredkb pkasure to create ^an~ 
other world, and other crtahtroM fo dweU therein; tends his Son 
wUk glory, and attendance qf Angds, to perform the work <{/' 
cretMon m etx dmjs : the Angels cdebrate with .hymns the per- 
formanre thereqf, and his reascensum into HeavAi, 
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Descend from Heaven, Urania, by that name 
If rightly thou art called, whose voicp divine 
Following above the Olympian hill I soar. 
Above the flight of Pegasean wing ! 
The meaning, not the name, I call : for thou 
Nor of the musos nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'st ; but Heavenly born, 
Before the hills appeared or fountain flowed. 
Thou with eternal wisdom didst converse 
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play 
In presence of the Almighty Father pleased 
With thy celestial song. Up lead by thee 
Into the Heaven of Heavens4 have pircsumed, 
An early guest, and drawn empyreal air, 
They tempering : with like safety guided down 
Return me to my native element : 
Lest from this flpng steed unreinM (as once 
Bellerophon, though from a lower clime,) 
Dismounted, on the Aleian field I fall, 
Erroneous there to wander, and forlorn, . 
Half yet remains unsung, but narrower bound 
Within the visible dkunal sphere ; 
Standing on Earth not wrapped above the pole, 
More safe I sing with mortal voice, unchanged 
To hoarse or mute, though fallen oh evil days, 
On evil days though faPen, and evil tongues ; 
In darkness and with dangers compassM round,' 
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And solitude; yejilone, while thou 
l^t'st my dumberB nightly, or when morn 
Purples the east j still govern thou my song, 
Urania, and fit audience find thou few. 
But drive fiur off the barbarous dissonance 
Of Bacchus and his rev^ers, the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 
In Bhodope, where woods and rocks had ears 
To rapture, till the savage clamor drown'd 
Both harp and voice ; nor could the muse defend 
Her son. So fail not thou, who thee implores: 
For thou art Heayenly she an empty dream. 
Say Goddess, what ensued when Raphael, 
The affiible \rchAnge), had forewam'd 
Adam, by dire example, to beware 
Apostacy, by what befel in H eaven 
To those apostates : lest the like beial 
In Paradise to Adam or his race. 
Charged not to touch the interdicted tree, 
If they transgress, and slight that bcAb command, 
So easily obeyed amid the choice 
Of all taste else to please their appetite, 
Though wandering. He, with his conaortfld Eve, 
The story heard attentive, and was fill'd 
With admiration and deep muse to hear 
Of things so high and strange ; thingsto their thought 
So ummaginable, as hate in Heaven, 
And war so near the peace of God in bliss, 
With such confusion; but the evil, soon 
Driven back, redounded as a flood on those 
From whom it sprang; impossible to mix 
With blessedness. Whence Adam soon repealM 
The doubts that in his heart arose : and now 
Led on,- yet sinless, with desire to know 
What nearer might concern hin^ how this world 
Of Heaven and Earth conspicuous firet began ; 
When, and whereof created ; for what cause ; 
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What within Eden, or without, wu done 
Before his memory ; as one whose drouth 
Yet scarce allayed still eyes the current stream, 
Whose liquid murmur heard new thirst excites, 
Proceeded thus to ask his Heavenly guest, 

" Great things, and fidl of wonder in our ears, 
Far differing from this worid, thou hast reveal*d, 
Divine interpreter ! by favor sent 
Down from the empyrean, to forwam 
Us timely of what might else have been our loss, 
Unknown, which human knowledge could not reach; 
For which to the infinitely good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and his admonishment 
Receive, with soldmn purpose to observe 
Immutably his sovereign will, the end 
Of what we are. But since thou hast vouchsafed 
Gently, for our instruction, to impart 
Things above Earthly thought, which yet concerned 
Our knowing, as to highest wisdom seem'd 
Deign to descend now lower, and relate ^ 

Wliat may no less perhaps avail us known, 
I low first began this Heaven which we behold 
Distant sa high, with moving fires adom'd 
Innumerable ; and this which yields or fills 
AH space, the ambient air wide inteifiised 
' Embracing round this florid Earth ; what cause 
Moved the Creator, in hia holy rest 
Through all eternity, so late to build 
In Chaos ; and, the work begun, how soon 
Absolved ; if unforbid thoui mayst unfold 
What we, not to explore the secrets ask 
Of his eternal empire, but the more 
To magnify his works, the more we know. 
And the great light of day yet wants to run 
Much of his race though steep j suspense in Heaven, 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears, . 
And longer will delay to how thee tell 
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Ilifl generation, and the riBing birth 
Of nature finoift the onapparant Deed: 
Or if the star of evening and the moon 
Haste to thy audience, night with her will bring 
Silence ; and sleep, Kstening to thee, will watch ^ 
Orwe can bid his absence, till thy song 
End, and dismiss thee ere the morning shine. 
Thus Adajn his illustrious guest besought; 
And thus the Godlike Angel answerM mild : 
" This also thy request, with caution ask'd 
Obtain ; though to recoui.t Almighty works 
What words or tongue of seraph can suffice, 
Or heart of man snfficiB to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canst attain, which best may serre 
To glorify thy maker, and infer 
Thee also happier, shall not be withheld 
Thy hearing ; such commiesion from above 
I have received, to answer thy desire 
Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond, abstain 
To ask ; nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not rcveal'd which the' invisible King f 
Only omniscient hath suppress'd in night ; 
To none communicable.in Earth or Heaven 
Enough is lefl besides to search and know. 
But knowledge is as food, and needs no less 
Her temperance over appetite, to know ' 
In measure what the mind may well contain ; 
Oppresses else with surfeit, and -soon turns 
Wisdom to foiiy, as nourishment to wind. 
Know then, that, aitei Lucifer from Heaven 
(So call him, brighter one* amidst the host 
Of Angels than that star the stars among,) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep * 
Into his place ; and the great Son retum'd 
Victorious with his saints, the Omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus spake : 



.'>«*>K Vn.l PAaADlSE LOST iS3 

At least our envious foe hath foil'd, who thought 
\ll like himself rebellious, by whose aid 
This inaccessible high strength, the seat 
^If deity supreme, us dispossessed, 
He trusted to have seized, into fraud 
Dow many, whom their place knows here no more 
Vet far the greater part have kept, I see. 
Their station ; Heaven, yet populous, retains th^ir 
\uinbcr sufficient to possess her realms 
Though wide, and thi? high temple to frequent 
With ministcries due and solemn rites ; 
But, lest -his heart exalt him in the harm 
Already done, to have dispeopled Heaven, 
jMy damage foundly deeme'd I can repair 
That detriment, if such it' be to lose 
Helf-lost ; and in a moment will create 
Another world, but of one man a race 
Of men innumerable, there to dwell, 
Not here: till, by degrees of merit raised, 
They open to themselves at length the way. 
Up hither, under long obedience tried ; 
And Earth be changed to Hea;ven, aud Heaven* to Earth 
One kingdom, joy and union without ond. 
Meanwhile ijihabit lax, ye powers of Heaven^; 
And tl lOtt my Word, begotten son, by thee 
This I perform j speak thou, and be it done] 
My overshadowing spirit and might with thee 
Is end along ; ride forth, and bid the deep 
Withm appointed bounds be Heaven and Earth ; 
Boundless the deep, because I am who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the space, 
Thoqgh I, uncircumscribed myself, retire. 
And put not forth my goodness, which is free 
To act or not, necessity and chance 
^^|»proach not me, and what I will is fate. 

So spake the Almighty, and to what he 8pak« 
His word, the filial CkMkhe^d, gave e0ect 
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Immediate are the acts of God, more swift 
Tban time or motion, bat to hmnan ears 
Gamiot without process of speech be told, 
So told as Earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, 
When such was heard declared the Almighty's will ; 
Glory they sung to the Most High, good will 
To future men, and in theirdwelling peace ; 
Glory to Him whose just avenging ire 
Had driven out the ungodly from his' sight 
And the habitations of the just ; to Him 
Glory and praise, whose wisdom had ordainM 
€rood out of evil to create ; instead 
Of Spirits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffuse 
His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

So s^ng the hierarchies : meanwhile the Son 
On his great expedition now appear'd 
Girt with Omnipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of Majesty Divine ; sapience and love 
Immense, and all his Father in him shone. 
About his chariot numberless were pour'd 
Cherub, and Seraph, Potentates, and Thrones, 
And virtues, wing'd Spirits, and chariots wing'd 
From the armory of Grod ; where stand of old 
Myriads, between two toizen mountains lodgeti 
Against a solemn day, hamess'd at hand. 
Celestial equipage , and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them spirit lived. 
Attendant on their Lord: Heaven open'd wide 
Her ever during gates, harmonious sound, 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory, in his powerful word 
And spirit coming to create new worlds. 
On Heavenly ground they stood ; and from the shore 
They view'd the vast immeasureable abyss 
Outrageous as a see, daik wastfoi, wild, 
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Up from the bottom turo'd by fiihoos winds 
And surgiDg waves ; as mountains, to assault 
Heaven's heigbth, and with the centre mix the pole, 

Silence ; ye troubled waves ; and, thou deep, petc^. 
Said then the Omnific Word : your discord end I 
Norstain'd ; but on the wings of cherubim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 
Far into chaos, and the world unborn ; 
For chaos heard his voice : Him all his train 
Followed in bright procession, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then stained the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compasses, prepared 
In God's eternal store ; to circumscribe 
This universe, and all created things : 
One foot he centred, and the other tum'd 
Round through the vast [Hx>fundity obscure ; 
And said, Thus far extend, thus far thy bound 
This be thy just circumference, O world ! 
Thus God the Heaven created, thus the Earth 
Matter unformM and void : darkness profound 
Cover'd the abyss, but on the watery calm 
His brooding wings the Spirits of God outspread, 
And vital virtue infused, and vital warmth 
Troughout the fluid mass ; but downward purged 
The black tartareous cold infernal dregs, 
Adverse to life : then founded, then conglobed 
Like things to like ; the rest to several place 
disparted, and between spun out the air : 
And Earth self-balanced on her centre hung. 

Let there be light, said God ; and forthwith light 
Ethereal, first of things, quintessence pure, 
Sprung from the deep ; and from her native east. 
To journey through the aery gloom began, 
Sphered in a radiant cloud, for yet the Sun 
Was not ; she in a clondv tabernacle 
S ojoum'd the while. God saw the light was g^od ; 
A nd light from darkness by the henusphere 
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Their branchefl hang with copious fruit, or gemod 

Their blossoms : with high woods the hills were crownM 

With tufts the valleys, and each fountain side 

With borders long the rivers : the Earth now ^ . 

Seem*d like to Heaven, a scat where Gods might dwellf 

Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 

Her sacred shades: though Godhadyet not rain'd 

Upon the Earth, and Man to till the ground 

None was ; but from the Earth a dewy mist 

Went up and water'd all the ground and each 

Plant of the field ; which, ere it was in the Earth 

God made, and eveiy herb before it grew 

On the green stem : God saw that it was good : 

So Eveoand Mom recorded the third day. 

Again the Ahnighty spak(>. Let there be light 
High in the expanse of Heaven, to. divide 
The day fix>m night ; and let them be for signs 
For seasons, and for days, and circling years ; 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of Heaven, 
To give light on the Earth ; and it was so. 
And God made two great lights, great for their use 
To Man, the greater to have rule by day. 
The less by night, altern ; and made the stars, 
And set them in the firmament of Heaven 
To illuminate the Earth, and rule the dav 
In theii* vicissitude, and rule the night, 
And Light from Darkness to divide. God saw, 
Surveying His great work, that it was good : 
For of celestial bodies first theSun 
A mighty sphere hefiamed, unlightsome first. 
Though of ethereal mould ; then form'd the Moon 
Globse, and every, magnitude of stars, 
And sow'd with stars the Heaven, thick as field : 
Of hght by far the greater part he took. 
Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and placed 
In the ffuns orb, made porous to receive 
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And drink the liquid light ; firm to retain 

Her gathered beems, great palace now of light. 

Hither as to their fountain, other stars 

Repairing, in their golden urns draw light, 

And hence the morning planet ghdes her homa : 

By tincture or reflection they augment 

Their small peculiar, though from he. nan sight 

So far remote, with diminution seen. 

First in his east the glonous lamp was seen. 

Regent of day, and all the horizon round 

Invseted with bright rays, jocund to run 

His longitude thoughjHeaven's high road, the gray 

Dawn and the Pleiades l^ore lum danced. 

Shedding sweet influance : les?i bright the moon,. 

But opposite in levelled west was set, 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 

From him ; for other light shot needed none 

In that aspect, and stOl that distance keeps 

Till night ; then in the east her turns she shines', 

Revolved 6n Heaven's great axle, and her reign 

With thousand lesser lights dividual holds, 

With thousand thousand stars, that then appeai'd 

Spangling the heimsphere : then first adorn'd 

With their bright hnmnuies that set and rose, 

Glad evening and glad mom crown'd the fonrth day. 

And God said. Let the waters generate 
Reptile with spawn abundant, living sold ; 
And let fowl fly above tb^ Earth, with wings 
Displayed on the open Brmament of Heaven, 
And Grod created the great whales, and 'each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteously 
The waters generated by their kinds ; 
\nd every Imd of wing after his kind ; 
And saw that it was good, and blessed them saymg. 
Be fruitAil, ' multiply, and in the seas 
And lakes and mnning streams that waters fiU j 
K nd let the fowl be mviltiplied on the Earth. 
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For with the sounds and seas, each creek and bay, 

%Vith fry innumerable swarm, and shoals 

Of fish that with their fins and shining scales 

Glided under the green wave, in sculls that ofl 

Banks the nud sea : part single, or with mate. 

Graze the seaweed their pasture, and through groves 

Of coral stray : or, sporting with quick glance, 

Show to the sun their waved coats droppM with gold ; 

Or, in their pearly shells at ease, attend 

Moist nutriment : or under rocks their food 

In jointed armor watch : on smooth the sea 1 

.And bended dolphins play : part huge or bulk 

^Vallowing un wieldly, enomous in their gait 

Tempest the ocean : there leviathan, 

I Ingest of living creatures, on the deep 

Stretched like a promon ory sleep or swims. 

And sems a moving land ; and at his gills 

Draws in, and at his trunk spouts, out a sea. 

Meanwhile the tepid cavMs, and fens and shores 

Their brood as numerous hatch, from egg that soon 

Bursting with kindly rapture forth disclosed 

Their callow young; but feather^ soon and fledge 

They summM their pens ; and, soaring the air sublime, 

With clang despised the tTOund, under a doud 

In prospect ; there the eagle and the stork 

On clifis and cedar tops their eyries build ; 

Part loosely wing the region, part more wise 

In common, ranged in figure, wedge their way, 

Intelligent of season, and set forth, 

'i'heir aery caravan, high over seas 

Flying, over lands, with mutual wing 

Kasing their flight ; so steers the prudent crane 

ller annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 

Floats as they pass, fannM with unnumber'd plumes : 

From branch to branch the smaller birds with song 

Solaced the woods, and spread their painted wingg 

Till even ; northpn the solemn nightingale 
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Ceased warbling, bat all night tuned her soft lays : 

Others, on silver lakes and rivers, bathed 

Their downy breast ; the swan mth arched neck, 

Between her white wings mantling proudly rows 

Her state with oary feet ; yet ofl they quit 

The dank, and rising on stiff pennons, tower 

The mid ae^el sky : others on ground 

Walk'd firm ; the crested cock whose clarion sounds 

The sil6nt hours, and the other whose gay train 

Adorns him, coloured with the florid hue 

Of rainbows and starry eyes. The waters thus 

With fish replenished, and the air with fowl, 

Evening and mom solemnized ttie fifth day. 

The sixth, and of creation last, arose 
With evening harps and matin ; when God said. 
Let the Earth bring forth soul living in her kind, 
Cattle, and creeping things, and beast of the Earth, 
Each in their kind. The Earth obey'd, and straight 
Opening her fertile womb teem-'d at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms, 
Limb!d and full grown : out of the ground uprose, 
As from his liar, the wild beast where woos 
In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den ; 
Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walk'd. 
The cattle in the fields and meadows green : 
Those rare and solitary, these in flocks 
Pasturing at once, and in broad herds upsprung. 
The grassy clouds now ddved ; now half appeared 
The tawney hon, pawning to get free 
His hinder parts, then springs as broke from bonds, 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane ; the ounce, 
The libbard, and the tidier, as mole 
Rising, the crumbled Earth above them threw 
In hillocks ^ the swifl stag firbm under ground . 
Bore up his branching head : scaTcefrom his mould 
Behemoth biggest bom of Earth upheaved 
His vastness : fleeced the flecks and bleating kmm, 
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AsplanU: ambiguous between sea and laqd 
T|ie river-horM, and scaly crocodile. 
At onoe came forth m^tever creeps the ground, 
Insect or worm : those waved their limber ftns 
For wings, and smaller lineaments exact 
In all the liveries deck'd of summer's pride 
With spots of gold and purple, azure uid green ; 
These, as a line, their long dimension drew 
Streaking the ground with sinuous trace; not all 

' Minims of nature ; some of serpent kind. 
Wondrous in length and corpulence, involved 
Their snaky folds and added wings. First crept 
The parsimonipufl emmet, provident 
Of future ; in small room laige heart endosed; 
Pattern of just equahty perhaps 
llereafter, joinM in her popular tribes 
Of commonalty : swarming next appeared 
The female bee, that feeds her husband drone 

' Deliciously, and builds her waxen cells 
With honey stored : the rest are numberless, 
And thou their nature know'st, and gaveet them namep, 
Needless to thee repeated ; nor unknown 
The serpent, subtlest beast of all the fields 
Of huge extent sometimes, with brazen eyes 
And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now Heaven in all her glory shone, and roU'd 
Her motions, as the great Motor's hand 
First wheel'd their course : Earth in her rich attire 
Consumate lovely smiled ; air^ water, earth, 
By fowl, fish, beast, was flovra, was swam, war walked, 
Frequent ; and of the sixth day yet remained: 
There wanted yet themasteiwwoik, the end 
Of all yet done; a creature, who^ not prone 
And bmte iB other creaturei^ .bat endued 
With sanctity of reason, mi^ erect 
His ftatuxe^ and upright ynHh Croat aeroie 
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Govern the rest, self-knowing ; and from thence 
Magnanimous to correspond with Heaven, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Descends, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes 
Directed in devotion, to adore 
And worship God supreme, who made him chief 
Of all his works : therefore the Omnipotent 
Eternal Father (for where is not he 
Present?) thus to his Son audibly spake : 

" Let us make now man in our image, man 
In oursimihtude, and let them rule 
Over the fish and fowl of sea and air, 
Beast of the field, and over all the Earth, 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This said, he form'd thee, Adam, thee, roan 
Dust of the ground, and in thy nostrils breathed 
The breath of life ; in his own image he v 
Created thee, in the image of God 
Express and thou becamest a living souL 
Male he created thee ; but thy consort 
Female, for race ; then bless'd inankind, and said 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the Earth; 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fish of the sea, and fowl of the air, 
And every hving thing that moves on the Earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 
Is yet distinct by name, thence, as thou know'st, 
Uo brought thee into this delicious grove, 
Tliis garden, planted with the trees of God, 
Delectable both to behold and taste : 
And freely aU their pleasant fi-uit for food 
Gave thee ; all sorts are here that all the Earth yields 
Variety withont end ; but of the tree, 
Which, tasted, work, knowledge of good and evil, 
Tliou may'st not ; in the day thou eatejBt thou diest : 
Deat h is the penelty imposed ; beware. 
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And gOTern Veil thy appetite ; lest sin 
Surprise thee, and her black attendant death.*^ 
Here'finish'd he, and all that he had made 
Viow'd, and behold all was entirely good ; 
S<» eveQ and morn accomplished the sixth day ; 
Yol not till the Creator from his work 
Desisting, though nnwearied, up retum'd. 
Up to the Heaven of Heayenii, his high' abode ; 
Tlience to behold this new created worid, 
Tlio addition of his empire, how it show'd 
III prospect from his throne, how good, how f air^ 
Answering his great idea. Up he rode 
Follow'd with acclamation, and the sound 
SyuiphonioQS of ten thousand harps, that tuned 
Angelic harmonies : the £arth, the air 
Resounded (thou remember'st,. for thou heard'st,) 
Tlic Heavens and aU the constellations rung, 
Tlie planets in their station listening stood, 
While the bright pomp ascended jubUant. 
Open, ye everlastmg gates ! they sung, 
Open, ye Heavens ! your living doors ; kt in 
The great Creator firom his work retum'd 
Magnificent, his six day's work, a world ; 
0]K}n, and henceforth oft ; for God will deign 
To visit oft the dwellings of just men. 
Delighted ; and with frequent intercourse 
Thither will send'his winged messengers 
On errands of supernal ^ce. So sung 
The glorious train ascending: He through Heaven .« 
That open'd wide hor blazing portals, led 
To God's eternal house direct the way ; 
A broad and ample road, whose dust is gold 
And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear, 
Seen in the galaxy, that milky way, 
Which nightly, as a circling zone, thou seest 
Powder'd with stars. And now on Earth the seve^^^ 
Evening arose in Eden, for the sun 
Was set, and twihght from the east came on, 
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ForeruAniBg Bight ; when at the holy mount 

Of Heayen'fl high-Beated top, the imperial throne 

Of Grodhead, fix'd for ever firm andaore^ 

The fiHal power ariyedf and sat him down 

With his great Father ; for he also went 

lavifMible, yet staid (such privilege 

Haih Omnipresence,) and the workordain'd. 

Author and end of all things ; and from work 

Now resting, blessed and hallow'd the seventhday. 

As resting, on that day from all his work : 

But not in silence holy kept : the harp 

Had work and rested not ; the solemn pipe, 

And dulcimer, all organs of sweet stop, 

All sound on fret by strings or golden wire, 

Temper'd soft tuning, intermizM with voice 

€horalor unison : of incense clouds, 

Fuming from golden cencers, hid the mount. 

Creation and the sixth days' acts they sung ; 

Great are thy works, Jehovah? infinite 

Thy power ! what thought can measure theOp or tongue 

Relate thee ! Greater now in thy return 

Than from giant Angels : Thee that day 

Thy thunders magnified ; but to create 

Is greater than created to destroy. 

Who can impair thee. Mighty King, or bound 

Thy empire ! Easily the proud attempt 

Of spirits apostate, and their counsels vain, 

Thou hast repelled ; while impiously they thought 

Thee to diminish, and from thee withdraw 

The .number of thy worshippers. Who seeks 

To lessen thee, against his purpose serves 

To manifest the more thy might: his evil 

Thou usest, and from' thence createst more good, 

Witness this new-made world, another Heaven 

From Heaven gate not fiur, founded in view 

On the dear hyaline, the glassy sea ; 

Ofamplitude almost immense, with stars 
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Numerous ; and every star perhaps a world 
Of desitined habitation ; but thou (uiow'st 
Their seasons : among these the seat of men, 
Earth, with her nether ocean drcumfiised, 
Th&x pleasant dwelling place. Thrice happj men 
And sons of men, whom God hath thus advanced ! 
Created in his image, theie to dwell 
And wonhip him ; and in reward to rule 
Over hit-works, on Earth, in sea, or air, 
And multiply a race of worshippers 
Holy and just : thrice happy, if they know 
Their happiness, and persevere upright ! 
So sung they, and tiie empyrean rung 
With hallelujahs : thus was sabbath kept. 
And thy request thmk now fulfilled, that ask'd 
How first this world and fiice of things began 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the beginning; that posterity, 
Informed by thee, might know : if else thou seek'st 
Anght, not surpassing human measure, say. 



PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK VIII. 



jMmiinfmteie&MmiingeeUttid notions: is doubyvOy an- 
tUfsndf mulexhi^riedtosearch rather things more worthy of knowl- 
^Hgs, JMmn assents : and, stiU desirous to dMn Aqthad, re- 
lofof to him what he remembered since hir own creation ; his 
pUwfng in Paradise; his tatk with God .coneeming solitude and 
jUsoMtf! hisfirstnuetbigandmmtuals with Eve; his discourse 
wiA the JIngd thereupon: who, after admonitions repeated, de- 
pots. 
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The Angel ended, and in Adam^s ear 

So charming left his voice, that he awhile 

Thought him still speaking, still stood fix'd to hear 

Then as new waked, thus gratefully replied : 

What thanks sufficient, or what recompense 

Equal, have I to render thee, divine 

Historian, who thus lai^ely hast allay'd 

The thirst I had of knowledge, and vouchsafed 

This friendly condescension to relate 

Things, else by me unsearchable ; now heard 

With wonder, but delight, and, as is due, 

With glory attributed to the high 

Creator ! Something yet of doubt remains,. 

Which only thy solution can resolve. 

When I behold this goodly frame, this world, 

Of Heaven and Earth consisting ; and compute 

Their magnitudes : this Earth, a spot, a grain. 

An atom, with the firmament compared 

And all her number'd stars that seem to roll 

Spaces ineomprehensible (for such 

Their, distance argues, and their swifl return. 

Diurnal,) merely to officiate Ught 

Round this opacious Earth, this punctual spot, 

One day and night ; in all her vast surveys 

Useless besides ; reasoning I oft admire 

How nature wise and fi*ugal could commit 

Such disproportionfli with superfluous hand 



900 FA&ADI8E LOST. {kOOK TlfK 

So many noUer bodies to create, 

Oieater so manifold, to this one use, 

For aa^t appears, and on their orbs impose 

Such restless reydution day by day 

Sq»eated; while the sedentaiy^ Earth, 

That better mi^t with far less compass move, 

SeilTed by more noble than herself, attains 

Her end withoat leMt motion, and receives, 

As tribute, such a Mnnless journey brought 

Of incorporeal i^eed, her warmth and light ; 

Speed to describe whose swiftness number foils. 

So spake our sire^ and by his countenance seemed 
Entering on studious thou^ts abstruse : which Eve 
Perceiving, where she sat retired in sight. 
With lowliness majestic from her seat. 
And grace that won who saw to wish her stay, 
Boss, and went forth among her fruits and flowers, 
To visit how they prospered, bud and bloom, 
Her nursery; they at her coming sprung. 
And touel^dby her fair tendance, gladlier grew. 
Yet went she not, as not with such discourse* 
BeUi^tedjOr not capable her ear 
Of what w^ high : such pleasure she reserved, 
Adam relating, she sole auditress ; 
Her husband the relater she preferred 
Before the Angel, and of him to ask 
Chose rather; he, she knew, would intermix 
Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute 
With conjugal caresses ; from his lip 
Not words alone pleased her. O ! when meet now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honor join'd ? 
With goddess-like demeanour forth she went, 
Not unattended : for on her as queen 
A pomp of winning graces waited still. 
And from about her short darts of desire 
Into all eyes, and wish her still din sight 
And Raphael now, to Adam's doubt proposed.. 
Bnevolent and fadle thus replied : 
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To ask or search, I blame thee not j for Heaven 
Is as the book of God before thee set, 
IVhereinto read his wondrous works, and learn 
His seasons, hours, or days, or months, or years : 
This to attain, whether Heaven move or Earth, 
Imports not, jf thou reckon right ; the rest 
From Man or Angel the great architect 
Did wisely to conceal, and not divulge 
His secrets to be scann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire ; or, if they list to try 
Conjecture, he his fabric ofthe Heavens 
Hath left to their disputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter ; when they come to model Heaven 
And calculate the stars ; how they will wield 
The mighty frame ; how build, unbuild, contriven 
To save appearances ; how gird the sphere 
With centric and eccentric scribbled o're, 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb : 
Already by thy reasoning this I guess. 
Who art to lead thy ofispring, and supposest 
That bodies bright and greater should not serve- 
Tlieless not bright, nor Heaven such journeys run 
Earth sitting stili, when she alone receives 
The benefit: Considered first, that great 
Or bright infers not excellence ; the Earth, 
Though, in comparison of Heaven, so smalf, 
Nor glistering, may of solid good contain 
More plenty than the Sun that barren shines ^ 
^Vhose virtue on itself works no efj^ct. 
But in the fhiitfbi Earth ; there first received. 
His beams, inactive else their vigour find. 
Yet not to Earth are those bright luminaries 
Officious ; but to thee. Earth's habitant. 
And for the Heaven's vnde circuit, let it speak 
The Maker'f high magnificence, who built 
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S^ spttoiouB and his line stretch'd out so far ; 

That Man may know he dwells not in his own : 

An edifice too large for him to fill, 

Lodged in a small partition ; ' and the rest 

Ordained for uses to his Lord best known. 

The swiftness of those circles attribute, 

Though numberless to his Omnipotence, 

That to corporeal substances could add 

Speed almost spiritual : Me thou, tbink'st not slow, 

Who since the morning-hour set out from Heaven 

Where God resides, and ere mid day arriyed 

In Eden f distance inexpressible 

By numbers that have name. But this I urge, 

Admiting motion in the Heavens, to show 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it moved ; 

Not that I so affirm, though so it seem 

To thee who hast thy dwelliaghere on Earth, 

Qod, to remove his ways from human sense, 

Placed Heaven from Earth so far, that Earthly sight 

If it presume, might err m things too high, 

And no advantage gain. What if the Sun 

Be centre to the world ; and other stars, * 

By hia attractive virtue and their own 

Incited, dance about him various rounds? 

Their wandering course now high, now low, then hid 

Progressive, retrograde, . or standing «till. 

In six tliou seest ; and what if seventh to these 

The planet Earth, so steadfisust though she seem 

Insensibly three different motions move ? 

^Vhich else to several spheres thou must ascribe. 

Moved contrary with thwart obliquities ; 

Or save the sun his labor, and that swift 

Noctural and diurnal rhomb supposed, 

Invisible else above all staiB, the wheel 

Of day and night ; which needsnot thy belief, 

If Earth, industrious of herself fetch day 

Travelling east, and with her part adverse 
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From the sun's beam meet night her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if that light 
Sent from her through the wide transpicuous air 
To the terrestrial moon be as the star, 
Enlightening her by day, as she by night 
This Earth? riciprocal, if land be there. 
Fields, and inhabitants : Her spots thou seest 
As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 
Fruits in her soflen'd soil for some to eat 
Allotted there ; ^and other Suns perhaps, 
With their attendant moons, thou wilt descry, 
Communicating male and female light ; 
Which two great sexes animate the World, 
Stored in each orb perhaps with some that lire* 
For such vast room in nature unpossessed 
By living soul, desert and desolate, 
Only to shine, yet scarce to contribute 
Each orb a glimse of light, conveyed so far 
Down to this habitable, which returns 
Light back to them, is obvious to dispute. 
But whether thus these things, \>r whetheirnot j 
Whether the Sun, predominant in Heaven, 
Rise on the Earth ; or Earth rise on the Sun y 
He from the east his flaming road begin; 
Or sde from west her silent course advance, - 
Witli inoflensive pace that spinning sleepe 
On her soft axle, while she paces even. 
And bears thee soft with the smooth air along -, 
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid ; 
Leave them to God above ; him serve and fear ! 
Of other creatures, as him pleases best, 
Wherever placed, let him dispose ; joy thou 
In what he gives to thee, this Panidiee 
And thy fair Eve ; Heaven it (or the« too high 
To know what passes there; but lowly wise; 
Think only what cooeerns thee, and tiiy being ; 
Dream not of other woild0» what eieatnree there 
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Live, in what state, condition, or degree ; 

Contended that thas far hath been reveal'd 

Not of EUirth only, but of highest Heaven. 

To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, replied; 

How fully hast thou satisfied me, pure 

Intelhgence of Heaven, Angel, serene 1 

And, freed from intricacies taught to live 

The easiest way; nor with perplexing thoughts 

To interrupt the sweet of life, from which 

God hath bid dwell far ofT all anxious ci^res, 

And not molest us ; unless we ourselves 

Seek them with wandering thoughts and notions vaiir. 

But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 

Unchecked, and of her roving is no end ; 

Till wam'd, or by experience taught, she learn, 

That, not to know at large of things remote 

From use, obscure and subtle ; but, to know 

That whi(^ before us hes in daily Jife, 

Is the prime wisdom ; What is more isfume, 

Or emptines^.or fond impertinence: 

And renders «, in things that most concem, 

Unpractised, unprepared, and still to seek. 

Therefore from this high pitch let us descend 

A lower flight, and speak of things at hand 

Useful ; whence, haply, mention may arise 

Of something not unseasonable to ask. 

By sufferance, and thy wonted favour, deign'd. 

Thee I have heard relating what v^as done 

Ere my remembrance : now, hear me relate 

My story, which perhaps thou hast not heard ; 

And day is not yet spent ; till then thouseest 

How subtly to detain thee I devise ; 

Inviting thee to hear while I relate ; 

Fond ! were it not in hope of (hy reply: 

For, while I sit with thee,1 seem in Heaven: 

And sweeter thy discourse is to my ear 

Than fhnts of palm trees ploasantest to thirst 
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And hunger both, from labor, at the hour 
Of sweet repast ; they satiate, and soon fill, 
Though pleasant ; but thy words, with grace divme 
Imbued, bring to their sweetness no satiety." 

" To whom thus Raphael answer'd Heavenly meek: 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful, sire of men, 
Nor tongue ineloquent ; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gills hath also pourM 
Inward and outward both, his image fair ; 
Speaking, or mute, all comliness and grace 
Attend thee ; and each word, each motion, form; 
Nor less think we in Heaven of thee on Earth 
Than of our feUow-servant, and inquire 
Gladly into the ways of God with man: 
For God, we see, hath honor'd thee, and set 
On man his equal love : Say therefore on ; 
For I that day was absent, as befel, 
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obscure, 
Far on excursion towards the gates ofHell ; 
Squared in full legion (such command vi^liad,) 
To see that none thence issued forth a spy, 
Or enemy, while God was in his work ; 
Lest he, incensed at such eruption bold. 
Destruction with creation might have miz'd. 
Not that they durst without his leave attempt ^ 
But us he sends upon his high behest 
For state, as Sovereign King ; and to hiure 
Our prompt obedience. Fast we found, fast shut 
The dismal gates, and barricadoed strong ; 
But long ere our approaching heard withm 
Noise, other than the sound of dance or song, 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 
Glad we retum'd up to the coasts of light 
Ere sabbath evening ; so we had in charge. 
But thy relation now ; for I attend, 
IPleased with thy words no less than thou witiiiBUie.>* 

<'So spakethe Godlike Power, and tfam our Sjre : 

S 
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For man to tell how homan Ufe begftn 

Is hard : fof who himaelf begimiing knew ? 

Deaire with thee still longer to eonverse 

Induced me^ As new waked from soundest sleeps 

Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid. 

In balmy sweat ; which with his beams the sun 

Soon dried, and on the reeking moisture fed. 

Straight toward Heaven my wondering eyes I tuin'd;^ . 

And gazing awhile the ample sky ; till, raised 

By quick instinctive motion, up I sprung^ 

As thitherward endeavoring, and upright 

Stood on my feet ; about me ro: nd 1 saw 

Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plains^. 

And Uquid lapse of murmenng streams ; by these 

Creatures that lived and moved, and walked or flew 

Birds on the branches warbling ; all things smiled ;. 

With fragrance and with joy my heart o'erflow'd. 

Myself I then perused, and limb by limb 

Surveyed, and sometimt^s wei.it, and sometimes ran. 

With supple jttnts, as lively vigour led : 

But who I was, or where, or from what cause, 

Knew not ; to speak I tried, and forthwith spake ;. 

My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 

Whatever I saw. Thou sun, said I, fair light. 

And thou enlighten'd Earth ; so fresh and (ay, 

Ye hills, and dales, ye rivers, woods, and plains^ 

And ye that live and move, fair creatures, tell. 

Tell, if ye saw, how I came thus, how here! — 

Not of myself ;— by some great Maker then. 

In goodness and in power pre-eminent : 

Tell me how may I know him, how adore, 

From whom I have that thus I move and live. 

And feel that I am happier than I know. — 

While thus I call'd, and strayed I knew not whither, 

From where I first drew air, and first beheld 

This happy light ; when, answer none retum'd, 

On a 0[reeA shady bank, profuse of flowers^ 
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tensive I fuitmedowii: there gentle sleep 

First found me,mnd with soft oppression seized 

Mf drowsied sense, mitroahled,tboagfa I thon^t 

I then was passing to my former state 

Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve? 

"When suddenly stood at my head a dream, 

Whose inward apparition gently moved 

^y fancy to beheve I yet "had being. 

And lired : One came, methought, of shape divine. 

And said, thy man^on wants thee Adam : rise, 

First man, of men innumerable ordain'd 

First fatherl call'd by thee, I come thy gmde 

To the garden of bliss, thy seat prepared. 

So saying, by the hand he took me raised, 

And over fields and waters, as in air 

Smooth sKding without step, last led me up 

A woody mountain ; whose high top ^aspluo, 

A circuit wide, enclosed with goodUest trees 

Planted, with walks and bowers that what I saw 

Of Earth before scarce pleasant seem'd. Each tree. 

Loaded with fairest fruit that hung to the eye 

Tempting, stirrM in me sudden appetite 

To pluck and eat ; whereat I waked, and found 

Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 

Had lively shadow'd : Here had new began 

My wandering, had not he, who was my guide 

Up hither, from among the trees appeaif'd. 

Presence Divine. Rcgoicing,but with awe, 

In adoration at his feet 1 fell 

Submiss: He reared me, and whom thou sough'st I am. 

Said mildly, author of all this thou seest 

Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 

This Paradise I give thee, count it thine 

To till and keep, and of Uie fruit to eat : 

Of every tree that in the garden grows 

Eat freely with glad heart ; fear here no ddartb : 

But of the tree whose operation brings 
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Knowledge of good and ill, which I have set 
The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith. 
Amid the garden by the tree of life, 
Remember what 1 warn thee, shun to taste. 
And shun the bitter consequence : for know 
The day thou eatest thereof my sole command 
TransgressM, inevitably thou shalt die, 
From that day mortal ; and his happy state 
Shalt lose, oxpell'd from hence into a world 
Of woe and sorrow. Sternly he pronounced 
The rigid interdiction, which resounds 
Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 
Not to incur ; bnt soon his clear aspect 
Retnm'd, and gracious purpose thus renewM 
Not only these fair bounds, but all the EUutb 
To thee and to thy race I give ; as Lords 
Possess it, and all things that therein live. 
Or live in sea, or air ; beast, fish and fowl* 
In sign whereof, each bird and beast behold 
After their kinds; I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low subjection ; understand the^same 
Of fish within their watery residence. 
Not hither summoned, since they cannot change 
Their clement, to draw the thinner air. 
And thus he spake, each bird and beast behold 
Approaching two and two ; these cowering low 
With blandishment ; each bird stooped on his wing. 
I named them as they pass'd^ and understood 
Their nature, with such knowledge God endued 
My sudden apprehension : But in these 
I found not what methought I wanted still ; 
And to the Heavenly vision thus presumed ; 
O, by what name, for thou above all these, 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher, 
Surpassest for my naming ; how may I 
Adore thee, Author of thi^univerve^ 
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And all this good to man? for whoso well being 
So amply, and with hands so liberal, 
Thou hast provided all things : but with me 
I see not who partakes. In solitude 
What happiness, who can enjoy alone, 
Or, all enjoying, what contentment find ? 
Thus I presumptuous ; and the vision bright, 
As with a smile more brighten'd thus replied : 

What call'st thou' solitude ? Is not the Eartli 
With various living creatures^ Wd the air 
Replenished, and all these at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? Know'st thou not 
Their language and their ways ? They also know, 
And reason not contemptibly ; With these 
Find pastime, and bear rule : thy realm is large. 
So spake the Universal Lord, and seem'd 
So ordering : I, with leave of speech implored, 
And humble deprecation, thus replied : 

Let not my words offend thee, Heavenly Power 
My Maker, be propitious while I speak. 
Hast thou not made me here thy substitute. 
And these inferior far beneath me set ? 
Among unequals what society 
Can sort, what harmony, or true delight 1 
Which must be mutual, in proportion due 
Given and received : but, in disparity 
The one intense, the other still remiss, 
Cannot well suit with either, but Soon prove 
Tedious alike : of fellowship I spake, 
Such as I seek, fit to participate 
All rational delight : wherein the brute 
Cannot be human consort : They rejoice 
Each with their kind^ lion with lioness ; 
So fitly them in pairs thou hast com(»ned : 
Much less can bird with beast, or fish with ioyrl 
So weH converse, nor with the at the ape ; 
Worse then can man with beast, and least of all. 

8* 
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Whereto the Aknighty answer'dy not diijdeaAed : 
A nice and subtle happinees, I see, 
Thou to thyself pfopoeesty in the choice 
Of thy associates, Adam I and wilt taste 
Nopleasure, though in pleasure, solitary.. 
What think'st thou then of me, and this my state ? 
Seem I to thee sufficiently possessed 
Of happiness, or not ? who am alone 
From all eternity ; for none I know 
Second to me or like, equal much less* 
How have I then with whom to hold converse, 
Save with the creatures which I made, and those 
To me inferior, infinite descents 
Beneath what other creatures are to tbeef 

He ceased , I lowly answered : To attain 
The heighth and depth of thy eternal ways 
All human thoughts come short, Supreme of things ' 
Thou in thyself art perfect, and in thee 
is no deficiance found ; Not so is man. 
But in degree ; the cause of his desire 
By conversation with his like to help 
Or solace his defects. No need that thou 
Shouldst propagate, already Infinite ; 
And through all numbers absolute, though Qne 
But man by number is to manifest 
This single imperfection, and beget 
Like of his like, his image multiplied 
In unity defective ; which requires 
Collateral love, and dearest amity. 
Thou in thy secrecy although alone, 
Best with thyself accompanied, seekest not 
Social communication ; yet, so pleased. 
Canst raise thy creature to what heighth thou wilt 
Of union or comoivnion, dei&ad : 
I, by converwi^ oaanot thaae «MAt 
From prone ; aor in their wayacomplacenGe find. 
Thus I emboideifdspakeiLMdIiwedoiiiused 
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PermisaiTe, and acceptance found ; which gajn'd 
lliis answer £rom the gracious Voice I)ivine : 

Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleased ; 
And find thee knowing, not of beasts alone, 
Which thou hast rightly named, but of thyself ; 
Expressing well the spirit within thee free, 
My image, not imparted to the brute ; 
Whose fellowship therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reason was thou freely shouldst dislike ; 
And be so minded still : I, ere thou spakest, 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone : 
And no such company as then thou saw'st 
Intended thee -^ for trial only brought, 
To see how thou couldst judge of fit and meet : 
What next I bring shall please thee, be assured, 
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other self. 
Thy wish exactly to thy heart's desire. 

He ended, or 1 heard no more ; for now 
My Earthly by his Heavenly overpowered, 
Which it had long stood under, strain'd to the height 
In that celestial collo>{uy sublime, 
As with an object that excels the sense 
Dazzled and spent, sunk down ; and sought repair 
Of sleep, which instantly fell on me, cali'd 
By Nature as in aid, and closed mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he closed, but open lefl the cell. 
Of fancy, my internal sight ; by which, 
Abstract as in a trance, methoughtl saw. 
Though sleeping, where I lay, and saw the shape 
Still glorious before whom awake I stood : 
Who stooping opcnM my left side, and took 
From thence a rib, with cordial spirits warm. 
And life-blood streaming fresh ; wide was the wound ' 
But suddenly with flesh fillM up and heal'd : 
The rib he form'd and fashion'd with his hands ; 
Under his forming hands a creature grew, 
Manlike, but difi^ent sex ; so lovely fair,. 
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That whti seieiii'cl &ir in all the worid, seemM now 

Mean, or in herBomm'd up, in her contain'd 

And in her looks ; which from that time infufted 

Sweetness into my heart, mifdt before, 

And into all things (lom her air inspired 

The spirit of love and amorona delight. 

She disappeared, and left me dark ; I waked 

To find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her loss, and other pleasures all abjure : ^ 

When out of hope, beh(^d her, not far oiE 

Such as I saw her in my dream, adom'd 

With what all Earth or Heaven could bestow 

To make her amiable : On she came, 

T.ed by her Heavenly Maker, though unseen^ 

And guided by his voice ; nor uniform'd 

Of nuptial sanctity and marriage rites : 

Grace was in all her steps, Heaven in her eye, 

In every gesture dignity and love. 

1, oveijoy'd, could not forbear aloud : 

This turn hath made amends ; thou hast falfiUM 
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign. 
Giver of all thiugs fair ! but fairest this 
Of all thy gifts! nor enviest I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 
Before me ; for this cause he shall fore go 
Father and mother, and to his wife .adhere ; 
And they shall beorie flesh, onis heart, one soul. 

She heard me thus ; and though divinely brought. 
Yet innocence, and virgin modesty. 
Her virtue, and the conscience of her worth, 
That would be woo^d, and not unsought to be won. 
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but retired. 
The more desirable ; or, to say all. 
Nature herself, though pure of sinful thought, 
Wrought in her so. that seeing mc she tum'd : 

follow'd her ; she what was honour knew, 
And with obsequious majesty approved 
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I 

My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bower 
I led her blushing like the mom : all Heaven 
And happy constellations on that hour 
Shed their selected influence ; the Earth 
Gave sign of grsCtulation, and each bill ; 
Joyous the birds : fresh gales and gentle airs 
Whisper'dit to the woods, and from their wings* 
Flung rose, flung odours from the spicy shrub, 
Disporting) till the amorous bird of night 
Sung spousal, and bid haste the evening star 
On his hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 

Thus have I told thee all my state, and brought 
My story to the sum of earthly bliss, 
Which I enjoy ; and must confess to find 
In all things else delight indeed, but such 
As, used or not, works in the mind no change,. 
Nor vehement desire ; these delicacies 
I mean of taste, sight, smell, herbs, fruits and flowers, 
Walks, and the melody of birds : but here 
Far otherwise, transported I behold, 
Transported touch ; here passion first I felt, 
Commotion strange ! in all enjoyments else 
Superior and unmoved ; here only weak 
Against the charm of beauty's powerful glance. 
Or nature failed in me, and leflsome part 
Not proof enough such object to sustain ; 
Or, from my side subductiA^ took perhaps 
More than enough ; at least on her bestowM 
Too much of ornament, in outward show 
Elaborate, of inward less exact. 
For well I understand in the prime end 
Of nature her the inferior, in tho mind 
And inward fibcultieB, wlneh most exeel ; 
In outward also her reien^ling less 
liis image who made both, and lass expressing 
The chanieter of that doninioa given 
0*er other craatiii^: yet when I approach 
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Her UTelmeai, so absolate she seems 

And in herself complete, so weU to know 

Her own, that what she wills to do or say 

Seems wisest, Tirtnoasest, disereetest, best : 

AU higher knowledge in her presence falls 

Degraded ; wisdom in discoarse with her 

Loses discountenanced, and like folly shows : 

Authority and reason on her wait, 

As one intended first, not after made 

Occasionally; and, to consummate all, 

Greatness of mind and nobleness their seat 

Build in her loveliest, and' create an awe 

About her, as a guard angelic 4>laced. 

To whom the Angel with contracted brow : 

Accuse not nature, she hath done her part ; 

Do thou but thine ; and be not diffident 

Of wisdom ; she deserts thee not, if thou 

Dismiss not her, when most thou need'st her nigh? 

By attributing overmuch to things 

Less excellent, as thou thyself perceivest. 

For, what admirest thou, what transports thee so 

An outside ? fair, no doubt, and worthy well 

Thy cherishing^ thy honourin|r, and thy love ; 

Not thy subjection : weigh with her thjrself ; 

Then value : Oftimes nothing profits more 

Than self esteem, grounded on just and right 

Well managed , of that skill the more thou know' ^^t 

The more she will acknowledge thee her head, 

And to realities yield all her shows: 

Made to adorn for thy delight the more, 

»So awful, that with honour thou mayest love 

Thy mate, who sees when thou art seen least wise 

But if the sense of touch, whereby mankind 

Is propogated, seem such dear delight 

Beyond all other; think the same vouchsafed 

To cattle and each beast ; which would not be 

'f o them made coqunon and divulged, if aught 
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Therein enjoy'd were worthy to subdue 
The soul of man, or passioii in hhoninovei 
What higher in her society thou find'st 
.- Attractiye, human, rational, love still ; 
In loving thou dost well, in |>a88ion not 
Wherein true love consists not : Love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges ; hath his seat 
In reason and is judicious ; is tbe scale 
By which to Heavenly love thou mayest ascend: 
Not sunk in carnal pleasure ; for which cause, 
Among the beasts no mate for thee was ibund. 

To whom thus, half aba^ih'd, Adam replied: 
Neither her outside form'd so fair, nor aught 
In procreation common to all kinds 
(Though higher of the genial bed by far; 
And with mysterious reverence I deem,) 
So much delights me, as those giacefiilacts, 
Those thousand decencies that r'aily flow 
From all her words and actions mixM with love 
And sweet compliance, i;vliich declare unfeign'd 
Union of mind, or in us both one soul ; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair 
More grateful than harmonious eound to the ear. 
Yet these subject not ; I to thee disclose 
What inward thence I feel, not therttorefoil'd 
Who meet with various objects from the sense 
Variously representing ; yet still free, 
Approve the best, and follow what I approve. 
To love thou blamest me not ; for love, thou say'st 
Leads up to lieaven, is both the way and guide • 
S ear with me then, if lawful what I ask : 
Love not the Heavenly Spirits, and how their love 
Express they? by looks only? or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch? 

To whom the angel, with a smile that glow'd 
Celestial rosy red, loves proper hue, 
Answer'd : Let it suffice thee that thou know*st 
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Va happy, and without loye no happiness 

Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy'st 

(And pure thou wert created), we enjoy 

In eminence ; and obstacle find none * 

Of membrance, joint, or limb, exclusive bars j 

Easier than air with air, if spirits embrace, 

Total they mix, union of pure with pure 

Desiring, nor restrain'd conveyance need, 

As flesh to mix vnth flesh, or soul with soul. 

But I can now no more; the parting sun 

Beyond the Earth's green cape and verdant isles 

Hesperian sets, my signal to depart 

Be strong, live happy, and love ! But, first of all, 

Him, who to love is to obey, and keep 

His great command : take heed lest passion sway 

Thy judgment to do aught, which else free will 

Would not admit : thine, and of all thy sons, 

The weal or wo in thee is placed : beware ! 

I in thy persevering shall rejoice. 

And all the blessM : Stand fast ; to stand or fall 

Free in thine own arbitrementit lies. 

Perfect within, no outward aid require ; 

And all temptation to transgress repel. 

So saying, he arose ; whom Adam thus 
FoUow'd with benediction. Since to part, 
Go, Heavenly guest, ethereal messenger, 
Sent from whose sovereign goodness I adore ! 
Gentle tome and af&blehath been 
Thy ccmdescension, and shall be honor'd ever 
With grateful memory : Thou to mankind 
Be good and friendly stiD, andofl return ! 

So parted they ; the Angel up to Heaven 
From tha thick shade, and Adam to his bower. 
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Satan, having compassed the Earthy with meditated guile re-* 
tumSf aa a nd^, by night ttito Paradise ; enters uU • the aerptnt 
sleeping. Mam and Eve in the mormng go forth to their la- 
ItcurSf tDhieh Eve proposes to divide in severdfiaees^ eachkdHntr' 
ing ajnart , Jidam consents not ; alleging the danger^ lest that ene- 
my/i^ whom they were forwamed should attempt her found alone ; 
five, Uath to he thought not circumspect or form enough^ urges her 
going lyort, the rmer desirous to make trial qf her strength; 
^dmn A Imi tfields. The serpent fonds her alone -, his subtle ap" 
promh^ first gaging, then speaking ; with much flUteryextoUmg 
Bvi mime A other creatures. Eve wondering to hear the ser^ 
pmi 9f^t osks how he attained to human speech md such under^ 
stamamgntitiU now; (he smpent answers, that by tasting of a 
certain tru inthe gariien he attained both to speech and reo" 
son, HU then void ^ both. Eve requires l^ to brv^ her to that 
tree, tmd finis it to be the tree qf knowleged forbidden. The 
strpetftf now grown bolder, with many wiles and arguments, in- 
4uee» her at length to eat: «Ae, pi»iised toith thetaste, ddiber- 
ates anskUe whether to impart thereof to Manor not; at last 
brings him ofihefrvit; r dates what persuaded her to eat there" 
of; Adam, at fist amaxed, but peretiving her lost, resolves, 
thritugh vehemence of love, to perish Vfith her ; and, ssAeniating 
the trespass, eats also of the fruit; Vie effects thereof in them 
both ; they seek to cover their nakedness ; then fail to variance orilK 
ar(htsatton of one another. 
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N« mere of talk where God or Angel guest 

With man as with his friend ^miliar used, 

To sit indulgent, and with him partake 

Rural repast ; permitting him the while 

Venial discourse unblamed. I now must chan^r 

Those notes to tragic ; foul distrust, and. breach 

Disloyal on the part of man, revolt, . 

And disobedience : on the part of Heaven, 

Now alienated, distance and distaste, 

Anger and just rebuke, and judgment giveo, 

That brought into this world a world of wi>, 

fSin and her shadow death, and misery, 

Death's harbinger; sad task 1 yet argument 

Not less but more heroic than the wrath 

Of stem Achilles on his foe pursued 

Thrice fugitive about Troy wall ; or rage 

Of Tamos for Lavinia disespoused ; 

OrNeptune^s ire, or Juno's, that so long 

Perplex'd the Greek, and Cytherea's son j 

If answerable style I can obtain 

t)f my cdestial patroness, who deigns - 

Her nightly vintalioa unimplored, 

And dictates to me slumbering ! or inspires 

fTasy my unpremeditated verse : 

^ ince first this subject for heroic cfDng 

Pleased me long choosing, and beginning^ lale^ 

Not sedulous by nature to indite 

Wars, hitherto the only argument 
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HeioiedeemM; chief masteiy to dissect 
With long and tedious havoc fiibled knights 
In battles feign'd the better fortitude 
Of patience and heroic martyrdom 
Unsung : or t6 detfbrib^ntoes'and gramtfs, 
Or tilting furniture, imblaaon'd shields. 
Impresses quaint, caparisons and steeds, 
Bases and tinsel trappings, gorgeous knights 
A.t joust andtomnament ; then marshall'd feast 
Serred up in hall with sewers and seneschals; 
The skill of artifice oroffice mean, 
Kot that tdiieh justly gives hercHc name 
To person or to poem. Me, of these 
Nor skill'd nor studious, higher argument 
Remains; sufficient of itself to raise 
That name, unless an age too late or cold 
Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 
Depress'd; and mochthey may, ifallbemioe> 
Not hers, who brings it nightly to my «ar. 

The sun was sunk, and after him the star • 
Of Hespems, whose offi6(i is to bring 
Twilight upon the Earth, thxurt arbiter 
.'Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 
Night's hemisphere had veil'dthe horiaton round : 
When Satan, who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improved 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On man's destruction, maugre what mi|^t hap 
Of heavier on himselQ learless retum*d. 
By night he fled and at midnight retinm'd 
From compassing the Earth; cautious of day, 
Since Uriel, regent of the day, descried 
His entrance, and forwam'd the chenilmn 
That kept their watch ; thence full of anguish driven' 
The space of seven continued nights he rode 
With daikness ; thrice the equinoctial line 
He circled : four times cross'd the car of night 
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From pole to pole, traversing each colure ; 
On the eighth retum'd ; and; on the coast averse 
From entrance or cherubic watch, by stealth 
Found unsuspected way. There was a place, 
Now not, though sin, not time, first wrought the chaofei 
Where Tigris, at the foot of Paradise, 
Into a gulf shot under ground, till part 
Rose up a fountain by the tree of life : 
In with the river sunk, and with it rose 
Satan, involved in rising mist ; then sought 
Where to lie hid : sea he had searched, and land, 
From Eden over Pontns and the pool 
Meotis, up beyond the river Ob ; 
Downward as far antarctic ; and in length. 
West fix>m Orontes to the ocean barr'd 
At Darien ; thence to the land where flows 
Oanges and Indus : Thus the orb he roam'd 
With narrow search ; and with inspection deep 
Consider'd every creature, which of all 
Most opportune might serve his wiles ; and found 
The serpent subtlest beast of all the field. 
Him after long debate, irresolute 
Of thoughts resolvedp his final sentence chose 
Fit vessel, fittest imp of fraud, in whom 
To enter, and his duk suggestioBS hide 
From sharpest sight: for, in the wily snake 
Whatever sleights, none would suspicious mark 
As from his wit and native subtlety 
Proceding; which, in other beasts observed^ 
Doubt might beget of diabolic power 
Active within, beyond the sense of brate. 
Thus he resolved, but firstfrom inward gtief 
His bursting passion into plaints thus ponrM : 
Earth how hke to Heaven, if not preferrVI 
More justly, seat worthier of Gods, as built 
With 'second thoughts, reforming what was M ! 

For what God, afWr b«tter, worse would build^ 

T* 
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Terraitial Raaven, danced round by otherlHeaTtas 

lliat ilan«^. yet bear their bri|^ offidous iMops, 

Light abore light, for thee abme, as seenu. 

In thee concentring all their precious beam]s 

Of sacred influence ! As God in Heayen 

Is centre, yet extends to all; so thou, 

Oentring,receiTest from all those orbs: in^iee 

Not in themselves, all their known virtue appears 

Productive in herb, plant,aiid not^er biith 

Of creatures aafanate with gradual life 

Of growth. Sense, reason, all summ'd up in man. 

With what delight could I have walk'd thee round, 

Ifl could joy in aught, sweet interchange 

Ofhill and valley, rivers, woods, and plains. 

Now land, now sea, and iriiores with forest crown'd, 

Rocks, dens, and caves ! But I in none of these 

Find place or refoge ; and the more I see 

Pleasures about me, so much more I feel 

Torment within me, as from the hateffd-siege 

Of contraries : all good tome becomes 

Bane, and in Heaven much worse would be my state. 

But neither here seek I, no nor in Heaven 

To dwell, unless by mastering Heaven's Supreme ; 

Nor hope to be myself less miserable 

By what I seek, but others to make such 

As I, though thereby worse to me redound : 

For only in destroying I find ease 

To my relentless thoughts ; and, him destroyed, 

Or won to what may work his utter loss, 

For whom all this was made, all this will soon 

Follow, as to him hnk'd in weal or woe ; 

In woe then ; that destruction wide might range : 

To me shall be the glory sole among 

The infernal powers, in one day to have marred 

What he. Almighty styled, six nights and days 

Continued making ; and who knows how long * 

Before had been contriving? though perhaps 
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Not long«r«iBM than I, in one night, firaad 

From 9MTiHMfc»iB||l6Rmi8 well ni|^ half 

The Angefic natne, and thinner Itfft'tfae thrrag 

Of hia adorers : He, to be avenged. 

And to repur his nuoibera thus impair'd, ^ 

Whether such virtae spent of old now fail'd 

More Angels ta create, if they at least 

Are faia created, or, to spite as more 

Determined to advance into our room 

A creature form'd of Earth, .and him endow. 

Exalted from so base original. 

With Heavenly spmls, our spoils: Whathedeereed> 

He efl^ted , Man he made, and for him built 

Magnificent this .world,' and Earth his seat. 

Him Lord pronounced : and, O indignity ! 

Subjected to hin service Angel* wings, 

And flaming ministers to watch and tend 

Their Earthly charge : Of these the vigilance 

I dread ; and, to elude, thus wrapp'd in mist 

Of midnight vapour glide obscure,: and pry 

In every bush and brake, where hap may find 

The serpent sleeping , in whove maay folds 

To hide me, and the dark intent 11>rin'g. 

O foul descent ! that I, who erst contended 

With Gods to sit the hlj^tt, am now constraint 

Into a beast ; and, nix'd with bestial* ilime. 

This essence to incarnate and idibrnte, 

That to the heigfath of Dflityaispired ! 

But what will not ambition and r^v^Age 

Descend to ! Who ns^rea must dowillis low 

As high he soar'd ; obnoxious, t6teit of last, 

To basest things. Utttl^ge, at first titotTg^vwaet', 

Bitter ere long, back on'himselfr^scoils: 

Let it ; I reck not, so it light WeU 'Ann'd, 

Since higher I fall short, on faim who ttdtt 

Provokes-njr eiify, this new fttonrite 

Of HeaircD, IhittMttof^; mm of iat^te, 
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Whom 08 ilie more to ipite, his Maker railed 

From dost : Spite then with 8[Hte if best repaid. 

So saying, through each thicket dank or dry, 

Like a black mist lotv-creeping, he held on 

His midnight search, where soonest he might find 

The serpent; him &st sleeping soon he found 

In labyrinth of many a round self-roU'd, 

His head the midst, well stored with subtile wilies. 

Not yet in horrid shade or dismal den. 

Nor innocent yet ; but, on the grassy herb, 

Fearless unfear'd he slept : in at his mouth 

The Devil enter'd ; and his brutal sense, 

In heart or head, possessing, soon inspired 

With ..ct intelligential ; but his sleep 

Disturb'd not, waiting close the approach of mom. 

Now, when as sacred light began to dawn 

In Eden on the humid flowers, that "breathed 

Their morning incense, when all things that breathe 

From the Earth's great altar send up silent praise 

To the Creator, and his nostrils fill 

f^th grateful smell, forth came the human pair, 

And join'd their vocal worship to the choir 

Of creatures wanting voice : that done, partake 

The season, prime for sweetest scents and airs : 

Then commune, how that day they best nuty ply 

Their growing work : for much their woik outgrew 

The hands' despatch of two gardening so wide, 

And Eve first to her h isband thus began : 

Adam, well may we labor still to dress 

This garden, still to tend plant, herb, and fiowef^ 

Our pleasant task enjoy'd ; but, till more hands 

Aid us, the work under our labor grows, 

ILuxurious by restraint ; what we by day 

loop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or. bind, 

One night or two with wanton growth derides, 

Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advise. 

Or hi^ar what to my mind &ft thotq^hts present : 
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Let 118 divide our labors ; thou, where choice 

Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to witid 

The woodbine round this arbor, or direct 

The clasping ivy where to climb : while I, 

In yonder spring of roses intermix'd 

With myrtle, find what to redress till noon ; 

For, while so near each other thus all day 

Our task we choose, what wonder if so neat, 

Looks intervene and smiles^ <»r object new 

Casual discourse draw on ; which intermits 

Our day's work, brought to little, though begun 

Karly, and the hour of supper comes uneam'd 7 

To whom mild answer Adam thus retum'd : 

Sole Eve, associate sole, to me beyond 

Compare above all living creatures dear ! 

Well hast thou motion'd, well thy thoughts employed 

How we might best fulfil the work which here 

God hath iassign'dus ; nor of me shall pass 

^upraised: for nothing lovelier can be found 

In woman, than to study household good. 

And good works in her husband to promote. 

Yet not so strictly hath our Lord imposed 

Labour, as to debar us when we need 

Refreshment, whether food or talk between, 

Food of the mind, or this sweet intercourse 

Of looks and smiles : for «miles from reason flow 

To brute denied, and are of love the food ; 

Love, not the lowest end of human life. 

For not to iricsome toil, but to delight, 

He made us, and delight to reason join'd. 

These paths and bowers doubt not but our joint hands 

Will keep from^ wilderness with ease, as wide 

As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 

Assist us: but, if much converse perhaps 

Thee satiate, to short absence I could yield ; 

For solitude aometimes is best society. 
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Ani short retirement urges sweet return. 
But other doubt possesses me, lest harm 
Befal thee sever'd from me ; for thou know'st 
What hath been wam'd us, what malicious foe 
Envying our happinees, and of his own 
Despairing, seeks to work us woe and shame 
By riy assault ; and somewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His wish and beat advantage, us asunder ; 
Hopeless to circumvent us join'd, where each 
Toother speedy aid might lend at need : 
Whether his first design be to withdraw 
Our fealty from God, or to disturb 
Conjugal love, than which perhaps no blisB 
Ci\|oy'd by ^s excites his envy more ; 
Or this, or worse, leave not the faithful side 
That gave thee being, stillshades thee, and protects . 
The wife, where danger and dishonor lurks, ' 
Safest and seemliest by her husband stays, 
Who guards her, or with her the worst endures. 

To whom the virgin maiesty of Eve, 
As one who loves, and some unkindness meets, 
With sweet austere composure thus replied: 

Ofispring of Heaven imd Earth, and all Earth's Lord ■ 
That such an enemy we have who seeks 
Ourniin, both by thee informed I learn. 
And from the parting Angel overheard, 
As in a shady nook I stood be^iind, 
Just then retum'd at shut of evening flowers. 
Bat, that thou shoudst my firmness therefore dbabt 
To Grod or thee, because we have a foe 
May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 
His violence thou fear'st not, bdng such 
As we, not capable of death or pain, 
Can either not receive, or can repel. 
His fraud is then thy fear ; which plain infers 
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love 
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Can by his fraud be shaken or seduced ; 

Thoughts, which now found they harbour in thy brMtst^ 

Adam, misthought of her to thee so dear / 

To'whom with heoling words Adam replied : 

Daughter of God and Man, immof^al Eve ! 

F or such thou art ; from sin and blame entire : 

Not diffi'dent of thee do I dissuade 

Thy absence from my sight, but to avoid 

The attempt itself, intended by ow foe. 

For he who tempts, though in vain, at least asperses 

The tempted with dishonor foul ; supposed 

Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 

Against temptation : thou thyself with scorn 

And anger wouldst resent the ofier'd wrong, 

Though inefiectual ound : misdeem not then. 

If such affront I labor to avert 

From thee alone, which on us both at once 

The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare 7 

Or daring, first on me the assault shall light. 

Nor thou his mahce and false guile contemn ; 

Subtle he needs rriust be, who could seduce 

Angels ; nor think superfluous others aid. 

I, from the influence of thy looks, receive 

Access in every virtue ; in thy sight 

More wise, more watchful, stronger, if need were 

Of outward strength ; while shame thou looking oq 

Shame to be overcome oroverreach'o, 

Would utmost vigour raise, and raised unite 

Why shouldst not thou like sense within thee f<el 

When I am present, and thy trial choose 

Within me, best witness of tky virtue tried? 

So spake domestic Adam in his care 
And matrimonial love ; but Eve, who tlioiight 
Less attributed to her faith sincere, 
Thus her reply with accent sweet renewed 

If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
Ih nairew circuit stnughten'd by « fofi^ 
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Subtle or yiolent, we not endued 
Single with like defence, wherever met 

How are we happy, still in fear of harm ! ^ 

Bat harm precedes n«t sm : only onrfiie, 

Tempting affionts ns with his foul esteem 

Of our integrity: his soul esteem 

Sticks no dishonour on our front, but tonis 

Foul on himself: then wherefore shunn'dor feard 

By us 7 whom rather d«-ubk honour gain 

From his sunnise proved ialse ; find peace within 

Favor from Heaven, our witness, from the event 

And what is friith, love, virtue, unassay'd 

Alone, vFithout exterior help sustain'd 

Let us not then suspect our bappy state 

Left so imperfect by the Makei wise, 

As not secure to single or combined. 

Frail is our happiness, if this be so 

And Eden were no Eden, thus exposed. 
To whom thus Adam fervent ly replied : 

woman, best are all things as the will 

Of God ordain'd them : Bis creating hapd 

Nothing imperfect or deficient led 

Of all that he created, much less men. 

Or aught that might his happy state secuie^ 

Secure from outward force ; within himself 

The danirer lies ; yet lies Hithin his power: 

Against his vnll he can receive no barmy 
But God left free the will ; for what obeys 
Reason, is free ; and reason be made right. 
But bid her weU beware, and still erect ; 
Lest, by some fair-appeai ing good surprised. 
She dictate fiilse ; and misinform the wfll 
To do what God expressly hath forbid. 
Not then mistrust, but tender love, enjoins, 
That I should mind thee oft ; and mind, thou me> 
Firmweeobsist, yetposaihle toswerre; 
Since reuon not impoaeibly vmj meet 
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Spme ppacious object by the foe niboro'd 

And fall into deception unaware, 

Not keeping stricteat watch, aa abe waa wimM 

Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 

Were better, and most likely if from me 

Thou sever not : trial will come onaoug^ 

Wouldst thou approve thy constancy, approve 

First thy obedience ; the other who can know, 

Not seeing thee attempted, who attest 7 

But ifthou think trial unson^^t may find 

Us both securer than thus wam'd thou seem'st. 

Go ; for thy stay, not free, absents thee more ; 

Go in thy native innocence, rely 

On what thou hast of virtue ; summon all ! 

For God towards thee hath done his part do thine. 

So spake the patriarch of mankind : but Kve 

Persisted ; yet submiss, though last, replied : 

" With thy permission then, and thus forewarned, 
Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words 
TouchM only ; that our trial, when least sought, 
>lay find us both perhaps, far less prepared, 
The willinger I go, nor much expect 
A foe so proud will first the weaker seek ; 
So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse.'' 

Thus saying, from her husband's hand her hand, 
Soft she withdrew ; and like a wood-nymph lights, 
bread or Dryad, or of Delia's train, 
Betook her to the groves ; but Delia's self 
In gait Burpass'd, and goddess like deport. 
Though not as she with bow and quiver arm'd, 
But with such gardening tools as Art yet rude, 
Guiltless of fire, had form'd or Angela brou^t, 
To Pales, or Pomona, thus adom'd, 
Likest she seem'd Pomona when rfie fled, 
Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her prime. 
Yet virgin of Poserpina from Jove. 
Her long with ardent look his eye pursued 
Delighted, but desiring more . er stay. 

U 
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0ft he to her his charge of quick return 
Repeated ; she to him as oil engaged 
To be retum'd by noon amid the bower, 
And all things in best order to invite 
Noontide repast, or afternoon's repose. 
O moob deceived, much failing, hapless Kve,. 
Of thy presumed return ! event perverse ! 
Thou never from that hour in Paradise 
Found'st either sweet repast or sound repose; 
Such ambush, hid among sweet flowers and shades^ 
Waited vnth helibh rancor imminent 
To intercept thy way, or send thee back 
DespoilM of innocence, of faith, of bliss 
For now, and since urst break <A dawn, the Fiend, 
Mere serpent in appearance, forth was come 
And on his quest, where likeliest he might find 
The only two of mankind, but in them 
The whole included race, his purposed prey 
In bower and field he sought, where any tufl 
Of grove or garden plot more pleasant lay, 
Their tendance, or plantation for delight 
By fountain or by shady rivulet 
He sought them both, butwish'dhis hap might find 
Eve separate ; he wish'd, but not with hope 
Of what so seldom chanced ; when to hi&wish^ 
Beyond his hope, Eve separate he spies, 
Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood, 
Half spied, so thick llie roses blushing round 
About her glow'd, oft stooping to support 
Each flower of slender stalk, whose head, though ga y 
Carnation, purple, azure, or speck'd with gold. 
Hung drooping unsustain'd them she upstays 
Gently with myrtle band, mindless the while 
Herself, though fairest unsupported flower. 
From her best prop so far, and storm so nigh. 
Nearer he drew and many a walk traversed 
Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine, or palm 
Then veluble and bold , now hid, now seen^ 
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Among thick- woven arboreta, aad flowers 
Embroider'd on each bank, the hand of Eve : 
Spot more delicious than those gardens feign'd 
Or of revived Adonis, or renown'd 
Alcinous, host of old Laertes' Son ; 
Or that, not mystic, where the sapient King 
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse. 
Machhethe place admired, the parson more. 
As one who long in populous city spent, 
Were houses thick and sewers annoy the air, 
Forth issuing on a summer's mom, to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages and farms 
Adjom'd, from each thing met conceives delight ; 
The smell of grain, or tedded grass or kine, 
Or dairy, each rural sight, each rural sound ; 
If chance, with nymph-like step, fair virgin pass, 
What pleasing seem'd, for her now pleases more ; 
She most, and in her look sums all delight ; 
Such pleasure took the Serpent to behold 
This flowery plat, the sweet recess of .ve, . 
Thus early, thus alone : her Heavenly form 
Angelic, but more soft and feminine, 
Her graceful innocence, her every air 
Of gesture,-or least action, overawed 
His malice, and with rapine sweet bereaved 
His fierceness of the fierce intent it brought : 

That space the evil one abstracted stood 
From Ms own evil ; and for the time remain'd 
Stupidly good : of enmity disarm'd, 
Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge : 
But the hot Hell that always in him burns, 
Though in mid Heaven, soon ended his delight, 
And tortures him now more the more he sees 
Of pleasure, not for him ordain'd : then soon 
Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 
Of mischief, gratulating, thus excites. 

*^ Thoughts, whither have yeledme! withwhatswect 
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Compulflion thus traniportod^ to forget 

What lutlMr broui^ ua ! hate, not love ; nor hope 

Of Paradifle for Hdl, hope here to taste 

Of fdeasure ; but all ploMnre to deatroj^ 

Save what ia m destroymg ; other joy 

To me is lost Then, let me not let pass 

Occasion which now amiles ; behold alone 

The woman, opportnneto all attempe, 

Hdir husband, for I Yiew far round, not nigh. 

Whose higher intdlectual more 1 shun. 

And strength of courage haughty, and of timb 

Heroic built, though of terrestrial mould : 

Foe not in midablc ! exempt from wound, 

I not ; somudihath Hell debased, and pain 

Enfeebled me, to what I was in Heaven 

She fair, divinely fiur, jSt love for Gods f 

Not terrible, though terror be in love 

And beauty, nor approach'd by stronger hate, 

Hate stronger, under show of love well fdgn'd : 

Hie way yrhioh to her ruin now I tend. 

So spake the enemy of mankind, enclosed 
In serpent inmate bad I and toward Eve 
Addressd his way ; not with indented wave. 
Prone on the ground, as since, but on his rear. 
Circular base of rising folds, that tower'd 
Fold above fold, a surging maze ! his head 
Crested alof^ and carbuncle his eyes ; 
With bumish'd nockof verdent gold, erect 
Amidst his circling spiers^ that on the grass 
Floated redundant : pleasmgwas his shape 
And lovely, never since of serpent kind . 
Loveler not those that in lUjrria changed, 
Hermione and Cadmus, or the God 
In Epidarus ; nor to which transform'd 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline, was seen ; 
He with Olympias ; this with her who bore 
Scipio the heighth of Rome. With tract oblqiu* 
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At first the one who sought access, hot fear'd 
To interrupt sidelong he works his way 
As when a ship by skilful steersmen wrought 
Nigh river's mouth or foreland, where the wind 
Veers oA, as oft so steers, and shifts her sail : 
So varied he, and of his torturous train 
Curl'dmany a wanton wreath in sight of Eve, 
To lure her eye : she, busied heard the sound 
Of rustling leaves, but minded not, as used 
To such disport before her through the field, 
From every beast ; more duteous at her call 
Than at Circean call the herd disguised. 
He, bolder now, imcall'd before her stood, 
But as in gaze admiring : oft he bow'd 
His turret crest, and sleek enamel neck. 
Fawning ; and hck'd the ground whereon she trod. 
His gentle dumb expression turn'd at length 
The eye of Eve to mark his play : he, glad 
Of her attention gain'd, with serpent tongue 
Organic, or impulse of vocal air. 
His fraudulent temptation thus began : 

'^ Wonder not, sovereign mistress, if perhaps 
Thou canst, who art sole wonder ! much less arm 
Thy looks, the Heavenof mildness, with disdain. 
Displeased that I approach thee thus, and gaze 
Insatiate ; I thus single ; nor have fear'd 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retired. 
Fairest resemblance of thy Maker fair. 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift, and thy celestial beauty adore. 
With ravishment beheld ! there best beheld. 
Where universally admired ; but here 
In tins enclosure wild, these beasts among, 
Beholders rude, and shallow to discern 
Half what in thee is fair, one man except. 
Who sees thee? (and what is one ?) who should be seen 
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A goddess among gods, adored aod served 
By Angels numberless, thy daily train." 

So g^ozed the tempter, and his proem tuned : 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way. 
Though at the voice much marveling ; at length 
Not unamazed, she thus in answer spake : 

" What may this mean ? language of man pronounc^ 
By tougue of brute, and human sense express'd ? 
The first, at least, of these I thought denied 
To beasts ; whom God, on their creation*day, 
Created mute to all articulate sound : 
The latter I demur ; for in their looks 
Much reason, and in their actions, od appears. 
The serpent, subtlest beast of all the field 
I knew, but not with human voice endued; 
Redouble then this miracle, and say. 
How camest thou speakable of mute, and how . 
To me BO friendly grown above the rest 
Of brutsd kind, that daily are in sight 7 
Say, ior such wonder claims attention due." 

To whom the guileful tempter thus replied ; 

Empress of this fair world, resplendent Eve ! 

Easy it is to me to tell thee all 

What thou command'st; and right thou shouldest bt 

obeyed : 
I was at first as other beasts that graze 

The trodden herb, of abject thoughts and low 

As was my food nor aught but food disceniM 

Or sex, and apprehended nothing high ;» 

Till on a day roving the field, I chanced 

A goodly tree far distant to behoM 

Loaded with fruit of fairest colors mix*d, 

Ruddy and gold ; I nearer drew to gaze ; 

When from the boughs a savory odor blown. 

Grateful to appetite, more pleased my sense 

Than smell of sweetest fennel, or the feasts 

Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 

Unsuck'd pf lamb or kid, that tend their plav. 
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To satisfy tiie sharp desire I bad 

Of tasting those fair apples, I resolved 

Not to defer ; hunger and thirst at once, 

Powerful persuaders, qoicken'd at the scent 

Of that alluring fruit, urged me so keen. 

About the mossy trunk I wound me soon ; 

For, high from ground the branches would requirt 

Thy utmost reach or Adam's : round the tree 

All other beasts that saw, with like desire 

Longing and envying stood, but could not reach. 

Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 

Tempting so nigh, to pluck and eat my fill, 

I spared not ; for, such pleasure till that hour, 

At feed or fountain, never had I found. 

Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 

Strange alteration in me, to degree 

Of reason in my inward powers ; and speech 

Wanted not long ; though to his shape retaia'd. 

Thenceforth to speculations high or deep 

I turnM my thoughts, and with capacious mind 

Consider'd all things visible in Heaven, 

Or Earth, or middle ; all things fair and good : ■ 

But all that fair and good in thy divine 

Semblance, and in thy beauty's Heavenly ray, 

United I beheld ; no fair to thine 

Equivolent or second ! which compell'd 

Me thus, though importune peirhaps, to come 

And gaze, and worship thee of right declared. 

Sovereign of creatures, universal dame.'' 

So talk'd the spirited sly snake, and Eve, 
Vet more amazed, unwary thus rcpUed ; 
." Serpent, thy overpraising leaves in doubt 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee first proved: 
But say, where grows the tree ? from hence how far .' 
I or many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradise, and various, yet unknown 
To us ; in such abundance lies our choice, 
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At leaves a greater store of fruit untouch'd^ 
Still hanfliiiig incorraptible, till men 
Grow up to their provision, and more hands 
Help to disburden Nature of her birth." 

'<To whom the wily adder, bUthe and glad ; 
Empress the way is ready, and not long ; 
Beyond a row of myrtles on a flat, 
Fast by a fountain, one small thicket pass'd 
Of blowing mynh and balm : if thou accept 
My conduct, I bring thee thither soon." 

Lead then, said Eve. He, leading swiftly roll'd 
In tangles, and made intricate seem straight, 
To mischief swift, elevates, and joy 
Brightens his crest ; as when a wandering fire, 
Compact of unctuos vapor, which the night 
Condenses, and the cold environs round. 
Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
Which ofk, they say, some evil Spirit attends. 
Covering and blazing with delusive light. 
Misleads the amazed night-wanderer from his way 
To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool, 
There swallow'd up and lost, from succour fu : 
Soglister'd the dire snake, and into fraud 
Led Eve, our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our wo ; 
Which when she saw thus to her guide she spake : 

'* Serpent, we might have spared our coming hither, 
Fruitless to me, though fruit be here to excess. 
The credit of whose virtue rest with thee j 
Wondrous indeed, if cause of such efiects. 
But of this tree we may not taste nor touch; 
God so commanded, and lefl that command 
Sole daughter of his voice f the rest, we live 
Law to ourselves ; our reason is our law." 

To whom the tempter guilefully replied : 
** Indeed ! hath God then said that of the fruit 
Of all these garden-trees ye shall not eat. 
Yet Lords declared of all in Earth or air V 



BOOK IX.] PARADISE LOST. 237 

To whom thus Eve, yet sinless : "Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we maj eat ; 
But of the fruit of this fair tree amidst 
The garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat 
Thereof, nor shall ye touch it, lest ye die." 

She scarce had said, though brief, when no\r more h^^'^ 
The tempter, but with show of zeal and love 
To man, and indignation at his wrong, 
New part puts on ; and, as to passion moved, 
Fluctuates disturb'd, yet comely and in act 
Raised, as of some great matter to begin. 
.\s when of old some orator renown'd, 
In Athens of free Rome, where eloquence 
riourish*d, since mute ! to some great cause addreSsM . 
Stood in himself collected ; while each part 
Motion, each act won audience ere the tongue ; 
Sometimes in heighth began, as no delay 
Of preface brooking, through his zeal of right : 
So standing, moving, or to heighth up grown. 
The tempter, all impassioned, thus began : 

^ O sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving plant. 
Mother of science ! now I feel thy power 
Within mc clear ; not onlv to discern • * 
Things in their causes, but to trace the ways 
Of highest agents deem'd however wise. 
Queen of this universe ! do not believe 
Those rigid threats of Death : ye shall not die : 
llow should you ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 
To knowledge ; by the threatncr ? look on me. 
Me, who have touch'd and tasted ; yet both live, 
And life more perfect have attained than fate 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 
Shall that be shut to man, which to the beast 
Is open ! or will God incense his ire 
For such a petty trespass ? and not praise 
Rather your dauntless vurtuc, whom the pain 
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Of Death denounced, whatever thing Death be, 
Deterr'd not from achieving what might lead 

To happier life, knowledge of good and evil. 

Of good how just ? of evil, if what is evil 

Be real, why not known, since easier shunn'd 1 

God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be just ; 

Not just ; not God ; not fear'd then, nor obeyed : 

Vour fear itself of Death removes the fear. 

Why then was this forbid ? Why, btft to awe ? 

Why, but to keep ye low and ignorant 

His worshippers t He knows that in the day 

Ye)eat thereof, your eyes that seems so clear, 

Yet are but dim, shall perfectly be then 

OpenM and clear'd, and ye shall be as gods, 

Knowing both good and evil, as they know. 

That ye shall be as Grods, since I as man, 

Internal man, is but proportion meet ; 

T, of brute, human ; ye, of human, gods. 

So ye shall die perhaps, by putting off 

Human, to put on gods ; Death to be wishM, 

Though threaten'd, which no worse than this can bring. 

And what are sods, that man may not become 

As they participating Grod-like food ? 

The gods are first, and that advantage use 

On our belief, that all from them proceeds : 

I question it ; for this fair Earth 1 see, 

Warm'd by the sun, producing every kind ; 

Them nothing : if they all things, who enclosed 

Knowledge of good and evil in this tree. 

That whoso eats thereof forthwith attains 

Wisdom without their leave? and wherein lies 

The offence, that man should thus attain to know 

Wbat can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 

Impart against his will, if all be his ? 

Or is it envy ? and can envy dwell 

In Heavenly breasts ?— These, these, and many more 

Causes import your need of this fair fruit. 

Goddess humanoi reach then, and freely taste^" 



»00K IX.] PABABISE LOST. 239 

He ended ; and bis words replete with guile, 
Into her heart too easy entrance won ; 
Fix'd on the fruit she gazed, which to behold 
Might tempt alone ; and in her ears the sound 
Yet rung of his persuasive words, impregn'd 
With reason to her seeming, and with truth : 
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on, and waked 
An eager appetite, raised by the smell 
So savoury of that fruit, which with desire, 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taste, 
Solicited her longing eye ; yet first 
Pausing awhile, thus to herself she mused : 

Great are thy virtues, doubtless, best of fruits, 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be admired ; 
Whose taste, too long forborne, at first assay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for speech to speak thy praise 
Thy praise he also, who forbids thy use, 
Conceals not from us, naming thee the tree 
Of knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil ; 
Forbids us then to taste ! but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want ; 
For good unknown sure is not had : or, had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain then, what forbids he but to know. 
Forbids us good, forbids us to }^e wise ? 
Such prohibitous bind not. But if Death 
Bind us with after-binds, what profits then 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat 
Ot this fair fruit, our doom is, we shall die ! 
Hqw does the serpent he hath eaton lives, 
And knows and speaks, and reasons, and discefns, 
Irrational till then. For us alone 
Was Peath invented ? or to us denied 
This intellectaal food ; for beasts reserved ? 
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For beasts it seems : yet that one beast wliieh firsl 

Hath lasted envied not, but brinff with joy 

The good befallen him, author unsuspcct, 

Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile. 

What fear I then ? rather, what know to fear 

Under this ignorance o! good and evil, 

Of God or Death, of law or penalty ? 

Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine, 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste, 

Of virtue to make wise : What hinders then 

To reach, and feed at once both body and mind ?'■ 

So saying, her rash hand m evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruit she pluck'd, she eat 
Earth felt the wound ; and nature from her aealy * 
Sighing through all her works, gave signs of wo, 
That all was lost. Back to the thicket alnnk 
The guilty serpent; and well might, for Eve, 
Intent now wholly on her taste, nought el«e 
Regarded : such delight till then ae seem'd, 
In fruit she never tasted, whether true 
Or fancied so, through expectation high 
Of knowledge ; nor was Godhead from her tbonght 
Greedily she ingorged without restraint, 
And knew not eating Death ; satiate at length 
And heighten'd as with wine, jocund and boon, 
Thus to herself she pleasingly began ; 

" O sovereign, virtuouM, precious of all trees 
In Paradise ! of opera! ion bless'd 
TO sapience hitherto obscured, infamed, 
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created ; but henceforth my early care, 
Not without song, each morning, and due praise. 
Shall tend thee, and the fertile burden ease 
Of thy full branches offered free to all ; 
Till dieted by thee, I grow mature 
In knowledge, as the gods, who aJl things know 
Though others envy what they cannot give ; 
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For, had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience next, to thee I owe, 
Best guide ; not following thee, I had remained 
In ignorance ; thou open'st wisdom's way, 
And givest access, though secret she retire. 
And I perhaps am secret. Heaven is high. 
High, and remote to see from thence distiiict 
Each thing on Earth ; and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 
Our great forbidder, safe with all his spies 
About him. But to Adam in what sort 
Shall I appear ? shall I to him mako known 
As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happiness with me, or ratner not, 
But keep the odds of knowledge in my Power 
Without copartner? so to add what wants 
In female sex, the more to draw his love, 
And render me more equal ; and perhaps, 
A thing not undesirable, sometime 
Superior ; for inferior, who is free ? 
This may be well: Butwhat if God have seen, 
And Death ensue ? Then I shall be no more ! 
And Adam, wedded to another Eve, 
Shall live with her en]oyiikg, I extinct ; 
A Death to think ! ConfirmM then I resolve, 
Adam shall share with me in bliss or wo : 
So dear I love him, that with him all Deaths 
I could endure, without him live no life." 

So saying, from the tree her step she turned ; 
But first low reverence done, as to the power 
That dwelt within, whose presence had infused 
Into the plant sciential sap^ derived 
From nectar, diink of Gods. Adam the while 
Waiting desirous her return, had wove 
Of cbcneest flowers a garland, to adorn 
Her tressee, and her rural labon crown ; 
As reftpen oft «• wont their hanrest-queen. 

y 
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Great joy he promised to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, so long delay'd : 
Yet of this heart, divine of something ill. 
Misgave him ; he the faultering measure felt 
And forth to meet her went the wayahetook 
That mom when first they parted : by the tree 
Of knowledge he must pass ; there he her met 
Searce from the tree returning ; in her hand 
A bough of fairest fruit, that downy smiled. 
New gather'd, and ambrosial smell difiused. 
To him she hasted ; in her face excuse 
Came prologue and apology, too prompt 
Wich, with bland words at will, she thus addressed. 

^* Hast thou not wonder^, Adam, at my stay 2 
Thee I have miss'd, and thought it long, d«pcived 
Thy presence ; agony of love till now 
Not felt, nor shall be twice; for nevermore 
Mean I to try, what rash untried I soughl^. 
The pain of absence from thy sight But stnmge 
Hath been the cause, and wondejd^tohear ; 
This tree is not, as we are tdd, atree 
Of dangiBT tasted, or to evil unknown 
Opening the way, but of divine efiect 
To open eyes, and make ^hem Gods who taste 
And hath been tasted such : The se'rpent wise, . 
Or not restrained as we, or not obeying. 
Hath eaten of the fruit ; and is beoocne. 
Not dead, as we are threatened, but thenceforth 
Endued with human voice and human (sense, 
Reasoning to admiration ; and with me 
Fersuaaively hath so prevailed that I . 
Have also tasted, and have also found 
The efiecte tc correspond ; opener mine eyes. 

Dim erst ; dikted ^rits, amfA«r hearty 
And growm^ up to Godkead ; whkhforthee 
Chiefly I sought, without thee can despise* 
F<»r bli90, aa thottbust ]Murt» tQ me 10 bliss 
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Tedious, unshared with thee, and odious soon . 
Thou therefore also taste, that equal lot 
May join us, equal joy, as equal love ; 
Lest thou not tasting, difierent degree 
Disjoin us, and I then to late renounce 
Deity for thee, when fate w'dl not permit , 

Thus Eve, writh countenance blithe her story told : 
But in her cheek distemper flushing glow'd. 
On the other side A.dam, soon as he heard 
The fatal trespass done by Eve, amazed, 
Astonish'd stood and blank, while horror chill 
Ran through his veins, and all his joints relaz'd ; 
From his slack hand the garland wreathed for Eve 
Down dropp'd, and all the fad ed roses shed ; 
Speechless he stood and pale, till thus at length 
First to himself he inward silence broke : 

*^ O fairest of creation, last and best 
Of all God's works, creature in whom excelled 
Whatever can to sight or thought be form'd, 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or sweet ! 
How art thou lost ! how on a sudden lost, 
Defaced, deflower'd, and now to Death devote '. 
Rather, how hast thou yielded to transgress 
The strict forbiddance, how to violate 
The sacred fruit forbidden ! Some cursed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguiled thee, yet unknown, 
And me with thee hath min'd ; for with thee 
Certain my resolution is to die : 
How can I live without thee ! how forego 
Thy sweet converse, and love so dearly joined, 
To live again in these wild woods forlorn ! 
Should God create another Eve, and I - 
Another rib afford, yet loss of thee 
Would never from my heart : no, no ! I feci ' 

The link of nature draw me : flesh of flesh. 
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy state 
Miae tteyer shall be parted, bliss or wo," 
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So -having aaid, as one from sad dismay 

Recomforted, and after tkooghts disturb'd 

Submiting to what seem'd remediless, 

Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he tum'd : 
"Bold deed thou hast presumed, adventurous Eye:: 

And peril great provoked, who thus ha^st dared. 

Had it been only coveting to eye . 

That sacred fruit, sacred to abstinence, . 

Much more to taste it u ^der ban to touch* 

But past who can repal, or done uKdo ? 

Not Grod omnipotent, nor fate ; yet so 

Perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fact 

Is not so heinous now, foretasted fri^t, 

Profaned first by the serpent, by him first 

Made common, andunhallowM, ere our taste ; 

Nor yet on him found de^ly ; yet he lives ; 

Lives, as thou saidst, and gain to live, as man,. 

Ifigher degree of life ; inducement strong 

To us, as likely tasting to attain 

Proportional ascent ; which cannot be 

But to be Gods, or Angels, demi-Grods. 

Nor can I think that God, Creator wise. 

Though threatening, will in earnest so destroy 

Us his prime creatures, dignified so high, 

Set over all his works j which in our fall. 

For us created, needs with us must fail,, 

Dependent made : so Grod shall uncreate. 

Be frustrate, do, undo, and labor lose ; 

Not well conceived of God, who though his power 

Creation could repeat, yet would be loath 

Us to abolish^ lest the adversary 

Triumph, and say : "Fickle their state whom God 

Most favors ; who can please him long ? Me first 

Hq ruinM, now mankind ; whom will he next ?'' 

Matter of scorn, not to be given the foe. 

However I with thee have fiz'd my lot, 

Certain to undergo like doom : if DeatK 
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(yonsort vfith thee, Death is to me as life ; 
So forcibly within my heart I fed 
The bond of nature draw me to my own, 
My own in thee, for what thou art is mine ; 
Out state cannot be sever'd ; we are one, 
One flesh*; tolose thee were to lose myself/' 
" So Adam ; ahd thus Eve to him replied : 
O glorious trial of exceeding love, 
Illustrious evidence, example liigh ! . 
Engaging me to emulate ; but, short 
or thy perfection, how shall I attain, 
Adam, from whose dear side I boast me sprung, 
And gladly of our union hear thee speak, 
One heart, one soul in both ; whereof good proof 
This day aflfbrds, declaring thee resolved. 
Rather than death or aught than death more dread/ 
Shall separate us, link'd in love so dear. 
To undergo with me one guilt, one crime, 
It any be, of tasting this fair fruit ; 
Whose virtue (for of good still good proceed t^. 
Direct, or by occasion) hath presented 
This happy trial of thy love, which else 
So eminently never had been known ? 
Were it I tliought death menaced would ensue 
This my attempt, £ would sustain alone 
The worst, and not persuaded thee, rather die 
Deserted, than oblige thee with a fact 
Pernicious to thy peace ; chiefly assured 
Remarkably so late of thy so true, 
So faitful, love unequall'd : but I feel 
Far otherwise the event ; not death, but life 
Augmented, open'deyes, new hopes, new joys, 
Taste so divine that what of sweet before 
Hath touch'd my senses flat seems to this, and hafsh- 
On my experience, Adam, freely taste, 
And fear of death deliver to the windb. 
So saying, 9he engtbraced him, and for joy 

.V* 
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Tenderly wept ; much won, that he is love 

Had so ennobled, ae-of choice to incur 

Divine displeasure for her sake, or death. 

In recompense (for such compliance bad 

Such recompense best merits) from the boygh 

She gave him of that fair enticing fruit 

l^th liberal hand : he scrupled not to eat, 

Against his better knowledge ; not deceived, 

But fondly over come with female charm. 

Earth trembled from her entrials, as again 

In pangs ; and nature gave a: second groan ; 

Sky lotir'd ; and muttering thunder, some sad drop^ 

Wept at completing of the mortal sin 

Original : while Adam took no thought; 

Eating his fill ; nor Eve to iterate 

Her former trespass fear'd, the more to sooth 

Himvnth her loved society ; that now, 

As with new wine intoxicated both, 

They swim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 

Divinity within them breeding wings. 

Wherewith to scorn the Earth : But that false fruir 

Far other operation first disploy'd;; 

Carnal desire inflaming ; he on Eve 

Began to cast lascivious eyes ; she him 

As wantonly repaid ; in lust they burn : 

Till Adam thus' gan Eve to dalliance move ; 

" Eve*^ now I see thou art exact of taste- 
And elegant, of sapience no small part ; 
Since to each meaning savor^we apply, 
And palate (;all judicious ; I the praise 
Yield thee, so well this day thou hast purvey 'd^ 
Much pleasure we have lost, while we abstained 
From this delightful fruit, nor known till now 
Truerehsh, tasting ; if such pleasure be 
In things to us forbidden, it might be wish'd 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 
But come, so well refreshed, now let usplay^. 
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As meet is, after sueh delicious fare ; 
For nerer did thy beauty, siace the day 
I saw thee first and wedded thee adom*d 
With all perfections, so inflame my sense 
With ardor to^njoy thee fairer now 
Than ever ; bounty of this virtuous tree !" 
So said he, and iorebore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent ; well understood 
Of Eve, whose eye parted contagious fire. 
Her hand he siezed ; and to a shady bank 
Thick overhead with verdent roof imbower'd, 
He led her nothing leth : flowers were the' couch, 
Pansies, and violets, and asphodel, 
And hyacinth ; Earth's freshest softest lap. 
There they their fill of 1 3ve and love's dispjrt 
Took largely, of their mutual guilt the seal, 
The solace of their sin ; till dewy sleep- 
Oppress'd them, weari^ with their amorous play. 
Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, 
That with exhUarating vapor bland 
About their spirits had play'd, and inmost powers 
Made err, was now exhaled ; and grosser sleep, 
Bred of unkindly fumes, withconcious dreams 
Incumbered, now had led them : up they rose 
As from unrest ; and, each the other viewing. 
Soon found their eyes how open'd, and their minds^ 
How darkened ; innocence, that as a veil 
Had shadow'd them from knowing ill, was gone : 
Just confidence, and native righteousness^ 
And honor, from about them, naked left 
To guilty shame ; he cover'd, but his robe 
Uncovered more So rose the Danite strong, 
Herculean Samson, from the harlot lap 
Of Philistean Delilah, and waked 
Shorn of his strength. They destitute and bare 
Of all their virtue : Silent, and in face 
Confounded, long they sat, as stricken mute 
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Till Adam, though not less than five abash'd^ 

At length gave utterance to these words constraint ' 

<< O Eve, in evil hoar thou didst give ear 
To that false worm, of whomsoever taught 
To counterfeit man's voice; true in our fall, 
False in our promised rising ; -since our eje» 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both good and dvil : good lost, and evil got ; 
Bad firuit of knowledge, if this be to know ; 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honor void, 
Of innocence, of fidth, of purity. 
Our wonted ornaments now soil'd and stainM, 
And in our faces evident the signs 
Of foul concupiscence; whence evil store: 
Even shame, the last of evils ; of the first 
Be sure then. — How shall I behold the face 
Henceforth of Grod or Angels erst with joy 
And rapture so ofl beheld ? Those Heavenly shaped:- 
Will dazzle now this Earthly with their blaze 
Insufferably bright. 1 might I.here 
In solitude live savage; in some glade 
Obscured, wberehigbest woods, impenetrable 
To sta^or sunlight, spread their umbrage broad 
And brown as evening ; Cover me, ye pines ! 
Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide me, where I may never see them !nore .'- - 
But let us now, as m bad plight, devise 
What best may for the present serve to hide 
The parts of each from other, that seem most 
To shame obnoxious, and unseemliest seen ; 
Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves together eew^j. 
And girded on our loins, may cover round 
Those middle parts ; that this new comer, shame, 
There sit not, and reproach us as unclean. 

So counsei'd he, and both together Went 
Into the thickest wood ; there soon they choose 
The fig tree : not that kind for fruit renown'd, 
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But such as at this duy, to Indians known, 

In Malabar or Decan spreads her arms 

Branching 00 broad and long, that in the ground 

The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 

About the mother tree, a pillar'd shade 

High overarch'd, and echoing walks between : 

There oft the Indian herdsmen, shunning heat, 

Shelters in eool, and tends his pasturing herds 

At loopeholes cut through thickest shades : Those leaves 

They gath^r'd, broad as Amazonian targe i 

And, with what skill they had, together sewed 

To gird their waist vain covering, if to hi le 

Their guilt and dreaded shame ! 0, how unlike 

To that first naked glory ! Such of late 

Columbus found the American, so girt 

With feather'd cincture $ naked else, and wild 

Among the trees on isles and woody shores. 

Thus fenced, and as they thought, their shame in part 

Oover'd but not at rest or ease of mind. 

They sat them down to weep ; nor only tears 

RainM at their eyes, but high winds worse withrii 

Began to rise, high passions, anger, hate. 

Mistrust, suspicion, discord ; and shook sore 

Their inward state of mind, calm region once 

And full of peace, now toss*d and turbulent : 

For understanding ruled not, and the will 

Heard not her love ; both in subjection now 

To sensual appetite, who from beneath 

Usurping over sovereign reason clum'd 

Superior sway: From thus distemper'd breast 

Adam, estranged in look and alter'd style. 

Speech intermitted thus to Eve renewed : 

"Would thou hadst hearken'd to my words, and 8tai<l 
With me, as I besought thee, when that strange ■ t 
Desire of wandering, this unhappy morn, 
I know not whence possessed th^e; we had then 
Bcmain'd still happy : not as now, despoU'd 
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Of all our good; shamed, naked, miserable! 
Let none henceforth seek needless cause to approve 
The faith they owe ; when earnestly they seek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin io fail." 
To whom, soon moved with touch of blame thns Eve : 
" What words have paasM thy lips, Adam, severe ? 
Imputest thou that to my default, ^or will 
Of wandering as thou eall*st it, which who knows 
But might as ill have happened thou being by, 
Or to thyself perhaps? Hadst thou been there , 
Or hear the attempt, thou couldst not have discerned 
Fraud in the serpent, speaking as he spake ; 
No ground of enmity between us known, 
Why he should mean me ill, or seek to harm 
Was I to have never parted from thy side ? 
As good have grown there still a lifeless rib. 
Being as I am, why didst not thou, the head, 
Command me absolutely not to go, 
Ooing into such danger, as thou saidst ? 
Too facile then, thou didst not much gainsay 
Nay, didst permit, approve, and fair dismiss. 
Iladst thou been firm and fix'd in thy dissent. 
Neither had I transgressed, nor thou with me." 

" To whom, then first incensed, Adam replied : 
Fs this the love, is this the recompense 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve! expressed 
Immutable, when thou wert lost, not I ; 
Who might have hved, and joy*d immortal blis?!, 
Vet willingly chose rather death with thee ? 
And am I now upbraided, as the cause 
Of thy transgressing ? Not enough severe, 
Jt seems, in thy restraint,- What could I more ? 
I wArn'd thee, I admonish'd thee, foretold 
rtie danger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait j beyond this had been force 
And force upon free will hath here no place. 
Put confidence then bore thee on j secnrc 
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Bit her to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious trial ; and perhaps 
I also err'd in overmuch admiring 
What seem'd in thee so perfect, that I thought 
No evil durst attempt thee ; but I rue 
The error now, which is become my crime, 
And thou the accuser. Thus it shall befal 
Him, who, to worth in women overtrusting, 
Lets her will rule ; restraint she will not brook 
And, left to herself, if evil thence ensue, 
She first his weak indulgence will accuse." 

Thus they in mutual accusation spent 
Uhe fiiiitless hours, but neither self-condemning 
And of their vain contest appear'd no end. 
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Jiangs transgression known j the guardian Angels forsake Par^ 
odtse, ami rettanup to Heaven to approve their vigilance, and are 
apprised} Gotl declaring thai the entrance of Satan could not he 
ky them prevented. He sends his Son to judge the transgress' 
ors; who descends and gites stnttnce accordingly i then in pity 
doUutthem both, and reascends. Sin and death, sitting till then 
at the gates of Hell, by wondrous syn.pathy feeling the success of 
Satan in this new world, and the sin by man there comnUted, re* 
sdve to sit no longer confined in Hell, but to foUow Satan their 
aire up to the of fiaceman : To make the way easier from Hdl 
to this world to and fro, thy pave a broad highway or bridge over 
Chaos, according to the tract that Satan first made : then, prepar- 
ing for Earth, they meet him, proud of his success, returning to 
HeU; their mutual gratulation, Satan arrives at Pandemoni- 
urn, in full assembly relates with boasting his success against man; 
instead qf applause is entertained with a general hiss by all his 
audianeef transformed ^with himself also suddenly into serpents, 
according to his doom given in Paradise ; then, deluded unth a 
show ojthe forbidden tree springing up before them, they, 
greedily reaching to take of the fruit, chew dust and bitter ashes. 
The proceedings of sin and death ; God foretels the final victory 
of his Son over them, and therenewing of things but, for thepres" 
ent, commands his Angels to make several alterations in the HeaV' 
ens and dements. Jldam, more and more perceiving his fallen 
condition, heavily bewails rejects the conddement of Eve ; sheper^ 
sists, and a length appeases him; then, to evade the curse lUcdy 
to fall on their offspring, proposes to ^dam vident ways, which he 
approves not : bui, concdvdng better hope, puts her in mind of 
the late promise made them, that her seed should be revenged on 
the Serpent, and exhorts her with him to seek peace of the offend^ 
(d Deity, by repentance and suj^ication. 
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Meanwhile the heinous and despiteful act 

Ofsatan, done in Paradise ; and how 

He, in the Serpent, had perverted Eve, 

Her husband she, to taste the fatal fruit, 

Was known in Heaven ; for what can scape the eye 

Of Grod all-seeing, or deceive his heart 

Omniscient ? who, in all things wise and just, 

Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the mind 

Of man, with strength entire and free will arm'd. 

Complete to have discover'd and repulsed 

Wither wilsof foe or seeming friend. 

For still they knew, and ought to have still remem- 

ber'd. 
The high injatfction^u>t to tast that fruit. 
Whoever tempted ; '^^ch they not obeying, 
Incurred (what could they less ?) the penalty ; 
And, manifold ib md deserved to fall. 
Up into Heaven from Paradise in haste - 
The Angefiegmrds ascended, mute and sad. 
For man ; for of his sti^te by this they knew, 
Much wondering how the subtle fiend had stolen 
Entrance unseen. Soon as the unwelcome news 
From Earth arrived at Heaven -gate, displeased 
All were who heard ; dim sadness did not spare 
That time celestial visages, yetmlx'd 
With pity, violated not their bliss. 
About the new-aiived, in multitudes 
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Tke ethreal people ran, to hear and know 
How all befel : They towards the throne supreme 
Accountable, made haste, to make appear, 
With righteous plea, their utmost vigilence, 
And easily ai^Hoved : when the most high 
Eternal Father, from high secret doud, 
Admist in thunder utter'd thus his voice : 

" Assembled Angels, and ye powers returned 
From unsuccessfiil diaige, be not dismay'd. 
Nor troubled at these tidings from the Earth, 
Which your sineerest care could not prevent : 
Foretold solately what would come to pass, 
When first this Tempter cross'd the gulf from Hell • 
I told ye then he should prevail, and speed 
On his bad errand ; man should be seduced, 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Against his Maker : no decree of mine 
Concurring to necetsiate his fall 
Or toudi with lightest moment of impulse 
His free will, to her own inclining left 
In even scale. But fiillen he is ; and now 
What rests, but that the mortal sentence pass 
On his transgression, death denounced on that 
Which he presumes already vaiartind void. 
Because not yet inflicted, as he fearM, 
By some immediate stroke : but soon shall find 
Forbearance nonacquittance, ere day end. 
Justice shall not return as bounty scom'd. 
But whom send I to judge them ? who but thee, 
Vicegerent Son ? To thee I have transferred 
All judgement, whether injHeaven, or Earth, or HcH 
Easy it may be seen that I intend 
Mercy colleague with Justice, sending thee, 
Man's friend, his Mediator, his designed 
Both ransom and Redeemer volimtary. 
And destined man himself to judge man fallen .-' 
So spake the Father ; and unfolding bright 
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Toward theiight hand his glory, on the Son 
Blazed forth unclouded Deity : He full 
Resplendent all his Father manifest 
Expressed, and thus divinely answered mild : 

" Father eternal, thine is to decree ; 
Mine, both in Heaven and Earth, to do thy will 
Supreme ; that thou in me, thy Son beloved, 
Mayst ever rest well pleased. I go to judge 
On Earth these thy transgressors ; but thou know'st, 
Whoever judged, the worst on me must light. 
When time shall be ; for so I undertook 
Before thee ; and, not repenting, this obtain 
Of right, that I may mitigate their doom *' 
On me derived : yet I shall temper so 
Justice with mercy as may illustrate most 
Them fully satisfied, and thee appease. 
Attendance none shall need, nor train, where none 
Ar^to behold the judgmene, but the judged, 
Those two ; the third best absent is condemned j* 
Convict by flight, and rebel to all law : 
Conviction to the Serpent none belongs. 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose 
Of high collateral glory ; Him thrones, and powers, v 
Princedom, and dominations ministrant, 
Accompanied to Heaven-gate ; from whence 
Eden and all the coast in prospect lay. 
Down he descended straight ; the speed of Gods 
Time counts not, though with swiftest minutes wmg'd. 
Now was the Sun in western cadence low 
From noon, and gentle airs, due at their hour. 
To fan the Earth now wa&cd, and usher in 
The evening cool; when he, from wrath more cool. 
Came the mild Judge, and Intercessor both, 
To sentence man : The voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the garden, by soft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day declined : th«y heard*, 
And froinkis prefence Md themselve(9 among 

W* 
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The thickest trees^ both man and wife -, till God-, 
Approaching, thus to Adam call'd aloud : 

Where art thou, Adam wont with joy to meet 
My coming seen far off? I miss thee here, 
Not pleased, thus entertained with solitude, 
Where obvious duty ere while appear'd unsought : 
Or come I less conspicuous, or what change 
Absents thee, or what chance detains ? — Come forth ! 

He came ; and with him Eve, more loath, though first 
To ofiend; discountenanced both, and discomposed : 
Love was not in their looks, either to God, 
Or to each, other ; but apparent guilt. 
And shaii^e, and perturbation, and despair 
Anger, and obstinacy, and haste, and guile. 
Whence Adam, faltering4ong, thus answer'd brief 

I heard thee in the garden, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself. To whom 
The graoious judge without revile replied ; 

My voice thou ott hast heard, and hast not fear 'd. 
But still rejoiced ; how is it now become 
So dreadful to thee ! That thou art naked, who 
Hath told thee ? Hast thou eaten of the tjree 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou shouldst not cat 

To whom thus Adam sore best replied ; 

Heaven ! in evil strait this day I stand 
Before my Judge ; either to undergo 
Myself the total crime, or to accuse 

My other self, the partner of my life ; 
Whose failing, while her faith to me remains, 

1 should conceal, and not expose to blame 
By my complaint : but strict necessity 
Subdues me and calamitous constraint : 
Lest on my head both sin and punishment 
However insupportable, be all 

Devolved; though should I hold my peace, yet thou 
Wouldst easily detect what I conceal. — 
This woman, whom thou madest to my help. 
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And gavest me as thy perfect gift, so good, 
So fit, so acceptable, so divine, 
That from her hand I could expect no ill, 
And what she did, whatever in itself, 
Her doing seemM to justify the deed ; 
She gave me of the tree, and I did oat. 

To whom the Sov'reign presence thus replied : 
'' Was she thy God, that her tl^ou didst^obey 
Before his voice ? or, was she made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherein God set thee above her made of thee^ 
And for thee, whose perfection far excelled 
Hersin all real dignity I Adom'd 
She was indeed, and lovely, to attract 
Thy love, not thy subjection ; and her gifts 
Were such as under government well seemM 
Unseemly to bear rule ; which was thy part 
And person hadst thou known thyself aright, 

So having said, he thus to Eve in few : 
Say, Woman what is this which thou hast done ? 

To whom said Eve, with shame nigh over whelmV^ 
Confessing soon, yet not before her Judge 
Bold or loquacious, thus abash'd replied : 
The Serpent me beguild and I did eat. 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delav 
To Judgment he proceeded on the accused 
Serpent, though brute ; unable to transfer 
The guilt on him who made him instrument 
Of mischief and polluted from the end • 
Of his creation ; justly then accursed, 
As vitiated in nature : More to know 
Concem'd not man (since he no further knew,) 
Nor alter'd his ofience ; yet Grod at last 
To Satan first in sin his doom apptied. 
Though in mysterious terms, judged as then best : ' 
And on the Serpent thns his curse let fall : 
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** BecauM thou hast done this thou art accurspd 
Above all cattle, each beast of the field ; 
Upon thy bdly grovelling thou shalt go, 
And dust shalt eat all the days of thy life. 
Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity, and between thine and her seed ; 
Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel.'' 
So spake this orade, tjien verified 
When Jesifs, 9on of Mary, second EVe, 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down from Heaven, 
Prince of the air, thefi, rising from hi^ grave, 
Spoil'd principalitid0 and powers, triumphed 
In open show ; and, wifh ascension bright, 
Captivity led captive through the air, 
The realm itself of Satan, long usurp'd ; 
Whom he shall tread at last under our feet ; 
Even he, who now foretold his fatal bruise ; 
And to the woman thys his sentence tum'd ! 

Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception : children thou shalt bring 
In sorrow forth ; and to thy husband's will 
Thine shall submit ; he over thee shall rule. 

On Adam last thus judgment he pronounced : 
Because thou hast hearken'd to the voice of thy wife, 
And eaten of the tree, concerning which 
I charged thee, saying, thou shalt not eat thereof : 
Cursed is the ground for thy sake ; thou in sorrow 
Shalt eat thereof, all the days of thy life ; 
Thorns also and thistles it shall bring thee forth 
Unbid ; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field ; 
In the sweat of thy face shall thou eat bread, 
Till thou return unto the ground ; for thou 
Out of the ground was taken, know thy birth; 
For dust thou art, and shalt to dust return. 

So judged he Man, both Judge and Saviour sent ; 
And the instant stroke of death, denounced that ^ay, 
Removed far off; then pitying how they stood 
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Before him naked to the air, that now 
Must suffer change, disdain'd not to begin 
Henceforth the form of servant to assume ; 
As when he wash'd his servant's feet ; so now 
As father of his family, he clad 
Tlieir nakedness with skins of beasts, or slain, 
Or as the snake with youthful coat repaid ; 
And thought not much to clothe his enemies : 
Nor he their outward only with the skins 
Of beasts, but inward nakedness much more 
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteousness 
Arraying, cover'd from his Father's sight. 
To him with swifL ascent he up retum'd, 
Into his blissful bosom reassumed 
In glory, as of old ; to him appeased 

All, though all-knowing, what had pass'd with man 

Recounted, mixing intercession sweet. 
Meanwhile, ere thus was sinn'd and judged on Earth, 

Within the gates of Hell sat sin and death, 

In counterview within the gates, that now 

Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 

Far into chaos, since the fiend pass'd througli. 

Sin opening : who thus now to death began : 
O Son, why sit we here each other viewing 

Idly, while Satan our great author, thrives 

In other worlds, and happier seat provides 

For us his ofispring dear? It cannot be 

But that success attends him ; if mishap^ 

Ere this he had retum'd, vnth fury driven 

By his avengers ; since no place like this 

Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. 

Methinks I feel new strength within me rise. 

Wings growing, and dominion given me large 

Beyond this deep ; whatever draws me on, 

Or sympathy, or some connatural foice, 

Powerful at greatest distance to unite. 

With secret «mity.,thingB of like kind, 
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By socretest conveyance. Thou, my sbftde 

Inseparable, must with me «]ong : , 

For death from sin no power can separate. ' * * 

But, lest the difficulty of passing back 

Stay his return perhapif over this gulf 

Impassible, impervious; let us try 

Adventurous woik, yet to thy power and mine 

riot unagreeable, to found a path 

Over this main from Hell to that new world, 

Where Satan now prevails : a monument 

Of merit high to all the infernal host. 

Easing their passage hence for mtercourse, 

Or transmigration, as their lot shall lead. 

Nor can I miss the way, so strongly drawn 

By this new-felt attraction and instinct. 

Whom thps the meagre shadow answer'd soon : 

Go whither fate and inclination strong 

Treads thee ; I shall not lag behind, nor err 

The way, thou leading ; sudi a scent I draw 

Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taste 

The savour of death from all things there that live 

Nor shall I to the work thou enterprizest i 

Re wanting, but afibrd thee equal aid. 

So saying, with deUgbt he snufi'd the smell 
Of mortal change on Earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote, 
Against the day of battle, to a field. 
Where armies he encamp'd, come flying, lured 
With scent of living carcasses designed 
For death the following day, in bloody 6ght : 
So scented the grim feature, and uptumM 
His nostril wide into the niurky air : 
Sagacious in his quarry from so far. 
Them both from out hell-gates, into the wa«te 
■* Wide anarchj of chaos, damp and dark, 

Flew diverse ; and with power (their power was great) 
Hovering upon the ^aten, what they met 
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Solid or slimj, as in raging sea 
Toss'd up and down, together crowded drove, 
From each side,shoaling towards the mouth of llcll: 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverse . 
Upon the Cronian sea, together drive . 
Mountains of ice that stop the immagined way 
Beyond Petsora eastward, to the rich 
Cathrian coast. The aj^gregated soil 
Death with his mace petrific, oald ani dry, 
As with a trident, smote ; and fix'd as firm 
As Delos, floating once ; the rest his look 
Bound with Gorgonian vigor not to move ; 
And with Asphaltic slime, broad as the gate. 
Deep to the roots of Hell the gather'd beach 
They fastened, and the mole immense wrought on 
Over the foaming deep high-arched a bridge 
Of length prodigeous, joining to the wall 
Immovable of this now fenceless world. 
Forfeit to Death ; from hence a passage broad. 
Smooth, easy, inoffi^nsive down to Hell. 
So, if great things to small may be compared, 
Xer&es^' the liberty for Greece to yoke, 
' From Susa, his Memnonian palace high. 
Came to t^iQ sea ; and, over Hellespont 
Bridging his way £urope with Asia join'd, 
And scourged with many a stroke the indignant waves 
Now had tb^y brought the work by wondrous art 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendant rock. 
Over the ve2('4 abyss, following the track 
Of Satan to the -seUsame place where he 
First light«d firqn^ his wing, and landed safe 
From out of chao9 to the outside bare 
Of this round world; with pins of adamant 
And chains th^y made &11 fast, too fast they made 
And durable I and now in little spaed * 

The confines met of empyrean Heaven, 
And of this woild; ^ pojtl^e left handi HelL 
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With long reach iiiterp6sed ; three seyeral ways 
In sight, to each of these three places led. 
And now their wey to Eflrth they had descried, 
To Paradise first tending ; when, behold ! 
Satan, in likeness of an Angel bright, 
Betwixt the centaur and the scorpion steering 
His zeinth, while the sun in Aries rose : 
Disguised he came ; but those his children dear 
Their parent soon discem'd, though in disguise. 
He after Eve seduced, unminded slunk 
Into the wood fast by; and, changing shape. 
To observe the sequal, saw his guileful act 
By Eve, though all unweeting, seconded 
Upon her husband ; saw their sharne that sought 
Yain covertures ; but when he saw descend 
The Son of God to judge them, terrified 
He fled, not ho|Hng to escape, but shun 
The present ; fearing, what his warmth 
Might suddenly inflict ; that pass'd retum'd 
By night, and hstening where the hapless pair 
Sat in their sad discourse, and various plaint, 
Hence gathered his own doom ; which understood 
Not instant, but to future time with joy 
And tidings fraught, to Hell he now retum'd ; 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhoped 
Met, who to meet him came, his offspring dear. 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at sight 
Of that stupendos bridge his joy increased, 
Long he admiring stood, till sin, his fair 
Enchanting daughter, thus the silence broke: 

•* Parent, these are thy magnific deeds, 
Thy trophies ! which thou vie w'st as not thine own j 
Thou art their author, and prime architect : 
For I no sooner in my heart divined. 
My heart, which by a secret harmony 
Still movefl with thine> jom'd in connexion sweet. 
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That thou on earth hadst prosper'd, which thy looks 
Now also evidence, but straight I felt, 
Though distant from the worlds between, yet felt. 
That I must afler thee, with this thy son ; 
Such fatal consequence unites us three ! 
Hell could no longer hold us in our bounds, 
Nor this unvoyaseable gulf obscure 
Detain from folio wiog thy illustrious track. 
Thou hast achieved our liberty, confined 
Within Hell-gates till now ; thou us impowered 
To fortify thus far, and overlay, 
With this portentous bridge, the dark abyss, 
Thine now is ail this World ; thy virtue hath won 
What thy hands builded not ; thy wisdom gain'd 
With odds what war hath lost, and fully avenged 
Our foil in Heaven ; here thou shalt monarch reign, 
There didst not ; there let him still victor sway, 
As battle hath adjudged ; from this new World 

Retiring, by his own doom alineated ; 

And henceforth monarchy with thee divided 

Of all things, parted by the empyreal bounds, 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular world ; 

Or try thee now more dangerous to his throne." 

Whom thus the prince of darkness answer'd glad : 
'* Fair daughter, and thou son and grandchild both ; 
High proof ye now have given to be the race 
Of Satan (for I glory in the name, 
Antagonist of Heaven's Almighty King,) 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
The infernal empire, that so near Heaven's door 
Triumphal with triumphal act have met, 
Mine, with this glorious work ; and made one realm. 
Hell and this World, one realm, one continent 
Of easy thoroughfare. Therefore, while I 
Descend through darkness, on your road with eaiie, 
To my associate powers, them to acquaint 
With these sooeesiefy «nd with them r^ice ; 
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Ton to« this way^ aniMig these namerous oiCi, 
AU jofm, right down to Paradise descend ; 
lliere dwaD, and reign in bliss ; thence on the Eartb 
Dominion exercise and in the air, 
Chiefly 4m man, sole lord of all declared ; 
Him fost make snre yoiv thrall, and lastly kilL 
My substitutes I send ye, and create 
Plenipotent on Earth, of matehless might 
Issuing from me ; on your joint vigor now 
My hold of this new kingdom all depends, 
Through Sin to Death exposed by my exploit. 
If your jdnt power prevail, the afiairs of Hell 
No detriment need fear; go, and be strong!** 

So saying he dismiss'd them ; they with speed ' 
Their course through thickest constellations heldf 
Spreading their bane ; the blasted stars look*d wan j 
And planets, planet struck, real ech'pse 
Then suflfer*!!. The other way Satan went down 
The causey to Hell-gate : On either side 
Disparted Chaos overbuilt exclaim'd, 
And widi rebounding surge the bars assailed, 
That scom'd his indignation : through the gate, 
tVide open and unguarded, Satan pass'd. 
And all about found desolate ; for those, 
Appointed to sit there, had left their charge. 
Flown to the upper world; the rest were all 
Far to the inland retired, about the walls 
Of Pandemonium ; city and proud seat 
Of Lucifer so by allusion call'd 
Of that bright star to Satan paragon'd; 
There kept their watch the l^ns, while the grand, 
la council sat, solicitous what chance 
Might intercept then* Emperor sent ; so he 
Departing gave command, and they observed" 
As when the Tartar from his Russian fOe, 
By Astraean, over the suovry plains, 
Retires; or Bactriaa SefM, from the horns 
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Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond 

The realm of Aladole, in his retreat 

To Tauris or Casbeen : So these, the late 

Heaven-banishM host, left desert utmost Hell 

Many a dark league, reduced in careful watch 

Hound their metropolis ; and now expecting 

Each hoar their great adventurer, from the search 

Of foreign world: He through the midat nnraark'd 

In show plebeian Angel militant 

Of lowest order passM ; and firora the door 

Of that Plntonian hall, invisible 

Ascended his high throne; which under state 

Of richest texture spread, at the upper end 

Was placed in regal lustre. Down awhde 

lie sat, and round about him saw unseen; 

At last, as from a cloud, his fulgent head 

And shape star bright appear'd, or brighter; clad 

With what permissive glory since his fall 

Was lefl him, or false glitter : all amazed 

At that so sudden blaze the Stygian throng 

Bent their aspect, and whom they wish'd beheld. 

Their mighty chief retum'd : loud was the acclaim : 

Forth rush'd in haste the great consulting peers, 

Raised from their dark Divan,, and with like joy 

<!)ongratulant approach'd him ; who with hand 

Silence, and with these words attention won. 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, powers ; 
For in possession such, not only of right, 
I call ye, and declare ye now ; retum'd 
Successful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable, accursed, the house of wo. 
And dungeon of our tyrant: Now possess, 
As lords, a spadous world, to our native Heaven 
l.ittle inferior, by my adventure hard 
With peril great achieved, f x>ng were to tell 
What 1 bare doae, what ssflei'd; with what pain 
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Voyaged th' unreal, vast, unbounded deep 

Of horrible conH^sion ; over which 

Bj Sin and Death a broad way now is paved. 

To ejqsedite your glorious march ; but I 

Toil'd out my uncouth passage, forced to ride 

The untractable abyss, plunged in the womb 

Of unoriginal night and Chaos wild ; 

That, jealous of their secrets, fiercely opposed 

My journey strange, with clamorous uproar 

Protesting fate supreme ; thence how I found 

The new created World, which fame in Heaven 

Long had foretold, a fabric wonderM 

Of absolute perfection ! therein Man 

Placed in a Paradise, by our exile 

Made happy ; him by fraud I have seduced 

From his Creator ; and the more to increase 

Your wonder, with an apple ; he, thereat 

Ofiended, worth your laughter!: hath given up- 

Both his beloved man, and all his world, - 

To sin and death a prey, and so to us. 

Without our hazard, labor, or alarm, 

To range in, and to dwell, and over Man 

To rule, as over all he should have ruled. 

True as, me also he hath judged, or rather 

Me not, but the brute serpent in whose shape 

Man I deceived : that which to me belongs. 

Is enmity which he will put between 

Me and mankind ; I am to bruise his lieel ; 

His seed (when is not set) shall bruise my head : 

A world who would not purchase with a bruise. 

Or much more grievous pain ? — Ye have the account 

Of my performance : What remains, ye Gods, 

But op, and enter now into full bliss ? 

So having said, awhile he stood, expecting 
Their universal shout and high applause 
To fill his ear ; when, contrary, he hears 
On aU sides, from innumerable tongueS;, 
A dismal universal hiss, the sound 
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Of public scorn ; he wondered, but not long 
Uad leisure, wondering at himself now more ; 
His visage drawn he felt to shape and spare ; 
His arms clung to his ribs ; hiis legs entwining 
Each other, till supplanted down he fell 
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone, 
Reluctant, but in vain ; a greater power 
Now ruled him, punish'din the shape he sinn'd, 
According to his doom : he would have spoke. 
But hiss for hiss returned with forked tongue 
To forked tongue ; for now were all transform^ 
Alike, to serpents all, as accessories 
To his bold riot: dreadful was the din 
Of hissing through the hall, thick swarming now 
With complicated monsters head and tail, 
Scorpion, and Asp, and Amphisaena dire. 
Cerastes hom'd, Flydrus, and Elops drear, 
And Dipsas (not so thick swarm'd once the soil 
Bedrop'd with blood of Gorgon, or the isle 
Ophiusa ;) but still greatest he the midst. 
Now Dragon grown, larger than whom the sun 
Engendered in the Pythian vale or slime. 
Huge Python, and his power no less he seem'd 
Above the rest still to retain ; they all 
Him follow'd, issuing forth to the open field. 
Where all yet left of that revolted rout. 
Heaven-fallen, in station stood or just array ; 
Sublime with expectation when to see 
In triumph issuing forth their glorious chief; 
They saw, but other sijorht instead ! a crowd 
Of ugly serpents ; horror on them fell. 
And horrid sympathy ; for what they saw, 
They felt themselves, now changing; down th^ir arms 
Down fell both spear and shield; down they as fMt ; 
And the dire hiss renew'd, and the dire form 
€atch'd by contagion ; like in punishment, 
As in their crime. Thus was the applanse ttiey meant 
Turn'd to exploding hiss, triumph to shame 

X* 
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Cast on iheniBelv^ from their own moutbfl. Thore stood 

A grord hard by, apmng up with this their diaage, 

IBs will who reigiM above, to aggravate 

llieir penance^ laden with fidr fruit, like that 

Which grew in Paradise the bait of Eve 

Used by the tempter : on thai prospect strango 

Thdr earnest eyes they fiiTd, ima^ning 

For one^rfoidden tree a mnltitude 

Now risen, to work them farther wo or shame ; 

Tet, parch'd with scalding thirst and hmiger fierce. 

Though to delude them sent, could not abstain ; 

But on they roll'd in heaps, and, up the trees 

Climbing, sat thicker than the snaky locks 

That curl'd Megaera ; greedily they pluck'd 

The fruitage fair to sight, like that which grew 

Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flamed; 

This, more delusive, not the touch, but taste 

Deceived ; they, fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with gust, instead of fruit 

Chew'd bitter ashes, which the offended taste 

With spattering noise rejected ; oft they essay'd. 

Hunger and thirst constraining ; drugg'd as oft. 

With ^tefulest disrelish writhed their jaws. 

With soot and cinders fill'd ; so ofl they fell 

Into the same illusion, not as man 

Whom they triumphed oncelapsed. Thus were they plagued 

And worn with famine, long and ceaseless hiss. 

Till their lost shape, permitted, they resumed ; 

Yearly enjoyn'd, some say, to undergo 

This annual humbling certain numbered days, 

To dash their pride and joy, for man seduced. 

However, some tradition they dispersed 

Among the heathen of their purchase got. 

And fabled how the Serpent, whom they callM 

Ophion, with Eur3mome, the wide 

Encroaching Eve perhaps, had first the rule 

Of high Olympus ; thence by Satan driven 
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And Ops, ere yet Dictaean Jove was born. 
Meanwhile in Paradise the Hellish pair 
Too soon arrived ; Sin, there in power before, 
Once actual; now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant ; behind her Death, 
Close following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale horse ; to whom Sin thus began : 

" Second of Satan sprung, all conquering Death ! 
What thinkest thou of our empire now, though earned 
With travel difficulty, not better far 
Than still at Hell's dark threshold to have set watcTi, 
Unnamed, undreaded and thyself half starved ?'' 

Whom thus the sin-born monster answered soon : 
" To me, who with eternal famine pine. 
Alike is Hell, or Paradise, or Heaven ; 
There best, where most with ravine I may meet ; 
Which there, though plenteous, all to little seems 
To stuffthis maw, this vast unhide-bound corpse." 

To whom the incestuous mother thus replied : 
" Thou therefore on these herbs, and fruits, and flowers 
Feed-first ; on each beast next, and fish, and fowl ; 
No homely morsels ; and whatever thing 
The sithe of time mows down, devour unspared : 
Till I, in man residing, through the race, 
His thoughts, his looks, word^, actions, all infect : 
And season him thy last and sweetest prey. 
This said, they both betook them several wayn, 
Both to destroy, unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for destruction to mature 
Sooner or later ; which the Almighty seing*. 
From his transcendent seat the saints among, 
To those bright orders utter'd thus his voice : 

See, with w >at heat these dogs of Hell advance 
To waste and havoc yonder world, which I 
So fair and good created ; and had still 
Kept in that, state had the folly of man 
Let in these wasteful furies, who impute 
Folly to me ; ao doth the Prince of Hell 
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And his adhereoti^ that with so much ease 

I sdRv them to enter and possess 

Aptaeesoheayenly; and concaving, seem 

Togmtifymj soc^ifal enemies^ 

That langfay a% it, transported with some ^t 

Of paasioD, I to then had qnited all. 

At random yielded up to theor miende ; 

And know not that I called, and drew them thither, 

MjheD-honndSyto hckupthe dnSTand Skik 

l/S^ch man's poUating sin with 4auithath shed 

On what was pore ; till, cramm'd and gorged, nigh buret. 

With Buck'd and glutted ofikl, at one sling 

Of thy victorious arm^ well pleasing Son 

Both Sin, and Death, and yawning grave, at last, 

71uK>u^ Chaos huil'd, obstruct the month of Hell 

For ever, and seal up his ravenous jaws. 

Then Heaven and Earth renewM shall be made pure 

To sanctify, that shall receive no stain : 

Till then, the curae pronounced on both precedes.'* 

He ended, find Heavenly audience loud 
Sung hallelujah, as the sound of seas. 
Through multitude that sung. Just aire thy ways^ 
Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works ? 
Who can extenuate thee ? Next, to the Son 
Destined restorer of mankind, by whom 
New Heaven and Earth shall to the ages rise, 
Or down from Heaven descend. — Such was their song ; 
While the Creator, calling forth by name 
His Almighty Angeis, gave them several charge, 
As sorted best with present things. The Sun 
Had first his precept so to move, so shine, 
As might afiect the Earth with cold and heat 
Scarce tolerable ; and from the north to call 
Decrepit winter ; from the south to bring 
Solstitial summer's heat To the blanc mooa 
Her office they prescribed ; to the other ^ve 
Thdr planetary motions^ and a^ects. 
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In sextile, square, and trine, and opposite, 

Of noxious efficacy, and when to join 

In synod unbenign ; and taught the fix'd 

Their influence malignant when to shower. 

Which of them rising with the sun, or falling, 

Should prove tempestuous : To the winds they set 

Their corners, when with bluster to confound 

Sea, air, and shore ; the thunder when to roll, 

With terror through the dark, aerial halL 

Some say, he bid his Angels turn askance 

The poles of Earth, twice ten degrees and more, 

From the sun*s axel ; they with labor pushM 

Oblique the centric globe : Some say,the Sun 

Was bid turn reins from th* equinoctial road 

Like distant breath to Taurus with the seven 

Atlantic Sisters, and the Spartan twms. 

Up to the Tropic Crab : thence down amain 

By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn ; to bring in change 

Of seasons to each clime ; else had the spring 

Perpetual smiled on Earth with verdant flowers 

Equal in days and nights, except to those 

Beyond the polar ciicles ; to them day 

Had unbenighted shone, while the low sun, 

To recompense his distance, in their sight 

Had rounded still the horizon, and not known 

Or east or west ; wliich had forbid the snow 

From cold Estotland, and south as far 

Beneath Magellan. At that tasted fruit 

The Sun, as from Thyestean banquet, iurnW 

His course intended ^ else how had the world 

Inhabited, though sinless more than now 

Avoided pinching cold and scorching heat ! 

These changes in the Heavens, thoi^ slow produced 

Like change on sea and land ; sideral blast , 

Vapor and mist, and exhalation hot, 

Corrupt and pestilent ; now from the north 

OfNorumbega,andtheSameod shoro 
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Banting their brmzen dungeon, armM widi ice» 

Andmow, aod hul, and stonay gust and flaw« 

Bonos, and Cacits, and Argestes loud, 

And Thncia% nnd the wooda, and aeas upium ; 

m^thadyeneblaftuptunui them from the south 

Notm^ and A^ black with thundrous clouds 

From Semlioaa ; thwart of thfli% as fierce, 

Forth rush the Levant and the Pooent winds, 

Euros and Zephyr, with thiirlatand poise. 

Sirocco and libecchio. Th» begpik 

Outrage from lifeless things ; hot discoid fint, 

Daughter of sin, among the irmtioiial' 

Death introduced, through fierce antipathy; ■ 

Beast now with beast 'gan war, and fo^ with foi|;]» 

And fish with fish; tograse the herbafl leavings 

Devoured each other ; nor stood much m owe 

Of man, but fled him; or, with countenooeo^mn. 

Glared on him ; pasdng. Thete were fitnn without 

The growing miseries, which Adam saw 

Ahready in part, though hid in i^oomifist shade, ' 

To soiTow abandonM, but worse fdt witUn ; 

And, in a troubled sea of passion toss'd. 

Thus to disburden sought with sad complaint : 

O miserable of happy ! Is this the end 

Of this new glorious world, and me so late 

The glory of that glory, who now become 

Accursed of blessed ? hide me from the face 

Of Grod, whom to behold was then my heigtli 

Of happiness ! — Yet well, if here would end 

The miseiy ; I deserved it, and would bear 

My own deservings ; but this will not. serve : 

All that I eat or drink, or shall beget, 

Is propagated cone. voice, once heard 

Delightfully, hmmie and mulHply ; 

Now death to Mbr! for what can I increase, 

Or multii^i^y but cones on my head ? 

Who of sU ages to succeed, but, feeing 

The «Til on Idm brought by me, will, cxix^ 



BOOK X.1 FARADISE LOST. *^^^ 

My head ? Ill fare our ancestors impure, 

For this we may thank Adam ! but his thanks 

Shall be the execration . so, besides 

Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 

Shall with a fierce reflux on me rebound ; 

On me, as on theiCpBRtural centre, light 

Heavy, though in ^bxAf place. O fleeting joys 

Of Paradise, dear bought with lasting woes! 

Did I request thee. Maker, from my clay 

To mould me man? did I solicit thee 

From (111 ill 'Mjijlltijipinmntr me, or here place 

In this deliciM^ptfden. As my will 

ConcurrM not to my being, it were but right 

And equal to. reduce me to my dust : 

Desirous to JWBgn and render back 

All I received ; unable to perform 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 

The good I sought not. To the loss of that, 

Sufficient penalty, why hast thou addeil 

The Beni|ri;M^ endless woes'^ Inexplicable 

Thy justice seems ; yet, to say truth, too late 

I thus contest ; then should have been refused 

Those terms, whatever, when they were proposed : 

Theu didst accept them : wilt thou enjoy the good, 

Then cavil the conditions ? and, though God 

Made thee without thy leave, what if thy son 

Prove disobedient ; and, reproved, retort, 

Wherefore didst thou bt^get me ? I son^^iLlt not : 

Wouldst thou admit for his contempt Qtwe : 

That proud excuse ? yet him not thy elAtioo, 

But natural necessity begot. 

€rod made thee of choice his own, and of bis own 

To serve lum; thy reward was oflnegniee; 

Thy punishment then justly is «t IpTwill. 

Be it so, for I submit; his do^kje ftsv^ 

Thatdoet I am, and shall to dKt rejnmr 

Oweloome boos whenever! Whyjtji^w 

His hsudd to ezecote what bis decree 
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FU'd on tlijs day : Why do I overlive : 

Why am I mock*d with death, and iengthen'd out 

To deathless pain ? How gladly would I meet 

Mortality my sentence, and be Earth 

losensiUe ! Ilnw glad would lay mc down 

As in my mother's lap! There .1 should rest. 

And sleep secure ; his dreadful Toice no more 

Would thunder in my oars ; do fear of worse 

To me and to my offspring would torment me 

With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt 

Pursues me still, lest all I cannot die ; 

Lest that pure breath of Ufc, the Bpinl of man 

Which God inspired, cannot together peiiah 

With this corporeal clod ; then, in the grave 

Or in some other dismal place, who kjiows 

But I shall die a living death ? O thought 

Horrid, if tru' ! Yet why ? It was but breath 

Of life that sinned ; what dies but what had life 

And sin ! The body properly had neitiier.. . « 

All of me then shall die : let this appetM p 

The doubt, since human reach no iurtherliliows. 

For though the Lord of all be infinite, 

Is his wrath also ! Be it, man is not so, 

But mortal doom'd. How can he exercise 

Wrath without end on man, whom death must end? 

Can he make deathless death ? That were to make 

Strange contradiction, which to God himself 

Impossible is held ; as argument 

Of weaknecw, not of power. Will he draw out 

For anger's sake, finite to infinite, 

In punishM man, to satisfy his rigor 

Satisfied never ? That were to extend 

His sentence beyond dust and Natuers law ; 

By which all causes else, according still 

To the reception of their matter, act ; 

Not to the extent of their own sphere. But sar 

That death be not one stroke, as I supposed, 

Bereaving sense, but endless misery 
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From this day onward j which I feel begun 

Both in me, and without me ; and so last 

To perpetuity ; — Ah me ? that fear 

Gomes thundering back with dreadinl revolution 

On my defenceless hea«l ; bodi death and I 

Are found eternal, andnoorpomte both ; 

Nor I on my part single ; lb me all 

Posterity stands cursed ^ fiiir patrimony 

That I must leave ye, Sons ! 0, were I able 

To waste it all myself, and leave ye none ; 

So disinherited, fapqfcmnild yoa bless 

Me, now your conet Ah why should all mankind 

For one man's fault, thos guiltless be condemn'd, 

If guiltless ? But from me what ean proceed. 

But all corrupt ; both mind and will depraved 

Not to do only, \x\A to will the same 

With me? How can they them acquitted stand 

In sight of God ? Him, afiter all disputes, 

Forced I abeolvo : all my evasions vain. 

And reasoningt though through mazes, lead me still 

But to my own conviction : first and last 

On me, me only, as the source and spring 

Of all corruption, all the blame lights due ; 

So might the wrath ! Fond wish ! couldst thou support 

That burden, heavier than the Earth to bear ; 

Than all the world much heavier, though divided 

With that bad Woman? Thus, what thou desirest 

And what thou fear'st, alike destroys all hopot 

Of refuge, and conchides thee miserable 

Beyond all past example and future : 

To Satan only like' both crime and doom. 

oonseieDcef faito what abyss of foanr 

And hoims hast thou dbriven me ; oifl^tf whieh 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper fiptsA ;" 

Thus Adam to hmuMlflamentacLloi^ ^ 
« Through the ttiUniglrt; not n«#, aM^jEb fell, 
Wholesome, aid cool, and mild, but wHftifcitk air 

Y 
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Accompanied ; with damps, and dreadful gloom v 
Which to his evil conscience represented 
, All things with doable terror ; on the ground 
Outstretched be lay, on the cold ground : and oft 
Cursed his creation ; Death as oft accuse 
Of tardy execution, since denounced 
The day of his offence." Why comes not DealK, 
Said he, " with one thrice-acceptable stroke 
To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word, 
Justice Divine not hasten to be just ? 
But Death comes not at all ; Justice Divine 
Mends not her slowest pace for prayers or cries. 

woods, fountuns, hillocks, dales and bowers 
With other echo late t taught your shades 

To answer, and resound far other song'* — 
Whom thus afflicted when sad Eve beheld^ 
Desolate where she sat, approaching nigh. 
Soft words to his fierce passion she essay 'd f 
But her with stem regud he thus repelled: 

" Out of my sight, thou Serpent ! That name bes* 
Befits thee with him leagued, thyself as false 
And hateful ; nothing wants, but that thy sbape. 
Like his, and color serpentine, may show 
Thy inward fraud : to warn all creatures from thee 
Henceforth: lest that too Heavenly form, pretenden 
To Hellish falsehood snare them ? But for thee 

1 had persisted happy ; had not thy pride 
And wandering vanity, when least was safe, 
Rejected my forewarning, and disdained 
Not to be trusted ; longing to be seen. 
Though by the devil himself; him overweening 
To overreach ; but, with the serpent meetings 
FooPd and beguiled ; by him thou, I by thee. 
To trust thee fipom my side ; imagined wise. 
Constant, nature, proof against all assaults - 
And understood not all was but a show. 

Bather than solid virtue ; all but a rih . / 
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Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 
More to the part sinister, from rae drawn : 
Well if thrown ont, as supernumerary 
To my just number found. O ! why did God, 
Creator wise, that people highest Heaven 
With Spirits masculine, create at last 
This novelty on Earth, this fair defect 
Of nature, and not fill the world at once 
With men, as Angels, without femanine ; 
Or find some other way to generate 
Mankind ? This mischief had not then befallen, 
And more that shall befal ; innumerable 
Disturbance on Earth through female snares. 
And strait conjunction with this sex : for either 
lie never shall find out fit mate, but such 
As some misfortune brings him, or mistake ^ 
Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain 
Through her perverseness, but shall see her gain 
By a far worse ; or, if she love, withheld 
By parents ; or his hapfaest choice too late 
Shall meet, already linkM and wedlock bound 
To a fell adversary, his hate or shame 
Which infinite calamity shall cause 
To human life, and household peace confound." 
He cCdded not, and from her tum*d : but Eve, 
Not so repulsed, with tears that ceased not flowing, 
And tresses all disorderM, at his feet 
Fell humble ; and, embracing them, besought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint : 
^Forsake me not thus, Adam! witness Heaven, 
What love sincere and reverence in my heart 
1 bear thee, and unwilling have cfiended. 
Unhappily deceived 1 Thy suppliant 
I beg, and clasp thy knees ; bereave me hot, 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Thy counsel, in this uttermost distress, 
Myonl strength and stay: forlorn of tfaee^ ^ 
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whither shall I betake me, where subsist? 

While yet we live, scarce one sliort hour peiliaps. 

Between us two let their be peace ; both joining. 

As jom'd in injuries, one enmity 

Against a foe by doom express assigned us 

That cruel Serpent.; on me exeroaenot 

Thy hatred for this misery befallen ; 

On me already lost, me than thyself 

More miserable ! Both have sinn'd ; but thou 

Against God only ; I against God and thee ; 

And to the place of judgment will return, 

There with my cries importune Heaven, that all 

The sentence, from thy head removed, may light 

On me, sole cause to Uiee of all this wo ; 

Me, me only, just object of his ire ! " 

She ended weeping ; and her lowly flight, 
Immoveable, till peace abtain'd from fiiult 
Acknowledged and deplored, in Adam wrought 
Commiseration: soon his heart relented 
Towards her, his life so late, and sole delight, 
Now at his feet submissive in distress ; 
Creature so fair his reconcileinent seeking, 
His counsel, whom she had displeased, his aid : 
As one disarmed his anger all he lost, 
And thus with peaceful words upraised her soon : 

*' Unwary, and too desirous, as before. 
So now of what thou know'st not, who desirest 
The pun ishment all on thyself alas ! 
Bear thine own first ill able to sustain 
His full wrath, whose thou feePst as yet least part. 
And my displeasure bear^st so iU. If prayers 
Could alter high decrees, I to that place 
Would speed before thee, and be louder heard, 
That on my head all might be visited : 
Thy frailty and infirmer sex forgiven. 
To me committed, and by me exposed. 
But rise : —let us no more contend,^ nox: bliuny& 
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Each other, blamed enough elsewhere : but strive 
In offices of love, how we may lighten 
Each other's burden, in our share of wo : 
Since this day's death denounced, if aught I see, 
Will prove no sudden, but a slow-paced evil : 
A long day's dying, to augment our pain : 
And to our seed (O hapless seed !) derived." 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, replied : 
*^ Adam, by sad experiment I know 
Row little weight my words with thee can find, 
Found so erroneous : thence by just event 
Found so unfortuate : nevetheless. 
Restored by thcc, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart 
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breast are liscn, 
Sending to some relief of uur extremes, 
Or end ; though sharp and sad, yet tolerable, 
As in our evils, and of easier choice. 
If care of our descent perplex us most, 
Which must be bom to certain wo, devoured 
By death at last ; and miserable it is 
To be to othi rs cause of misery. 
Our own begotten, and of our loins to brin<^ 
Into this cursed world a woful race. 
That after wretched ?iie must be at last 
Food for so foul a monster ; in thy power 
It hes, yet ere conception to prevent 
The race unbless'd, to being yet unbegot. 
Childless thou art, childless remain : so Death 
Shall be deceived his glut, and with us two 
Be forced to satisfy his ravenous maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 
Conversing, looking, loviug, to abstain 
From love's due rights, nuptial embraces sweet : 
And with desire to Ungoi^ without hope, 

Y* 
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Before the present object languishing 
With like desire ; which would be misery 
And torment, less than none of what we dread ; 
Then, both ourselves and seed at once to free 
From what we fear for -both, let us make short, 
Let us seek Death; — or, he not found, supply 
With our own hands his office on ourselves : 
Why stand we longer shivering under fears, 
That show no end but death, and have the powei' 
Of many ways to die the shortest choosing? 
Destruction with destruction to destroy ?" — 

She ended here, or vehement despair 
Broke off the rest ; so much of death her thoughts 
Had entertained, as dyed her checks with pale. 
But Adam, with such counsel nothing sway*d, 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
r^boring had raised ; and thus to Eve replied : 

" Eve, thy contempt of life and pleasure seems 
To argue in thoe something more sublime 
And excellent, than what thy mind contemns? ; 
But self-destruction therefore sought refutes 
That excellent thought in thee ; and implies, 
Not thy contempt, but anguish and regret 
For loss of life and pleasure over-loved 
Or if thou covet death, as utmost end 
Of misery, so thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounced j doubt not but God 
Hath wiselier armM his vengeful ire than so 
To be forestall'd ; much more I fear lest DeatJi . 
So snatch'd, will not exempt us from the pain 
. We are by doom to pay : rather such acts 
Of contumacy will provoke the Highest 
To make Death m us live : then let us seek 
Some safer resolution, which methinks 
I have in view, calling to mind with heed 
Part of our scntenc?, that thy seed shall bruise 
The Serpent's head ; piteous amends ! unless 
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Be meant, whom 1 conjecture, our grand foe, 
Satan ; who, in the Se^nt, hath contrivod^ it^ 
Against us this deceit : to crush his head 
Would be revenge indeed ! which Will be lost 
By death brought on ourselyea, or chikUess days 
Resolved, as thou proposest ; so our foe 
Shall scape his punishment ordain'd, and wc 
Instead shall double ours upon om* heads. 
No more be mentioned then of vicrfence 
Against ourselves ; and wilful barrennesp,. 
That cuts off from liopO:; and savors only 
Rancor and pride, impatience and despite, 
Rductance against God and his just yoke 
Laid on our necks. Remember wi(h what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard, and judged, 
Without wrath or reviling ,' we expected 
Immediate dissolution, which wc thought 
Was meant by death that day : when lo ! to thee 
Pains only in child-bearing were foretold. 
And bringing forth ; soon recompensed, with joy, 
Fruit of Uiy womb : on me the curse aslope 
Glanced on the ground ; with labor I must earn 
My bread ; what harm ? Idleness had been worse 
My labor will sustain me ; and, lest cold 
Or heat should injure us, his timely care 
Hath, unbesought, provided ; and his hands 
Clothed us unworthy, pitying while he judged i 
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 
Be open, and his heart to pity incline, 
And teach us further by what means to shun 
The inclement seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow ! 
Which now the sky, with various face, begins 
To show us in this mountain ; while the winds 
Blow moist and keen, shattering the graceful locka 
Of these fair spreading trees ; which bids us seek 
Some better shroud, some better warmth to cherish 
Our limbs benumbed, ere this diurnal star 
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Leave cold the night, how we his gather'd beams 

Refledad may with matter sore foment ; 

Or, by collision of two bodies, grind 

The air attrite to fire ; as late the clouds 

Jostling, or push'd with winds, rude in their shock. 

Tine the slant lightning ; whose thwart flame, driven down 

Kindles the gummy bark of fir or pine : 

And sends a comfortable heat from far. 

Which might supply the sun : such fire to use. 

And what may else be remedy or cure 

To evils which our own misdeeds have wrought 

He will instruct us praying, and of grace 

Beseeching him ; so as we need not fear 

To pass commodiously this life, sustained 

By him with many comforts, till we end 

In dust, our final rest and i^tive home. 
What better can we do than, to the place 
Repairing where he judged us, prostrate fall 
Before him reverent ; and there confess 
Humbly our faults, and harden beg ; with tears 
Watering the ground, and with our sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
•Of sorrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek?" 
Undoubtedly he will relent, and turn 
Fiom his displeasure, in whose look serene, 
When angry most he secm'd and most severe, 
What else but favor, grace, and mercy shone?" 

So spake our father penitent ; nor Eve 
Felt less remorse : they, forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judged them, prostrate fell 
Before him reverent j and both confessed 
Humbly their faults, and pardon begged : with tear 
Watering the ground, and with their sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
€>f sorrow unfeign'd and humiliation meeks 
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The San of God presenU to his Father the wayers of mrfir^ 
parents now repenting and intereedes for them : God accepts 
them, hd dedares that they must no longer abide <n Paradise : 
sends Miehael wUh a band of Cherubim to dispossess them : but 
first to reveal to Jidam future thisigs : Michadfs coming down. 
Adam shows to Eve certain ominous signs ; he dssetms JtfichaeTs 
approach ; goesoutto meethim; the jStgel denowMes their depart 
teure, Eve*s lamentation Jidam pleads^ butsubmits : The MgU 
loads him up to a high kiU ; sets before kim, iii visim tchat shall 
happen till the flood. 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOS ZX. 

Thus they, in lowliest plight, repentant stood 
Praying; for from the mercy-seat above 
Prevenient grace desciending had removed 
The stony from their hearts, and made new flesh 
Regenerate grow instead ; that sighs now breathM 
Unutterable ; which the spirit of prayer 
Inspired, and wing'd for Heaven with speedier flight 
Than loudest oratory : yet their port 
Not of mean suitors -, nor important less 
Seem'd their petition, than when the ancient paii- 
In fables old, less ancient yet than these, 
Deucalion and chaste Pjrrrha, to restore 
The race of mankind drown'd, before the shrine 
Of Themis stood devout. To Heaven their prayer.^ 
Flew up, nor miss'd the way, by envious winds 
Blown vagabond or frustrate : in they pass'd 
Dimensionless through Heavenly doors ; then clad 
With incense, where the golden altar fumed 
By their great Intercessor, came in sight 
Before the father's throne : them the glad Son 
Presenting, thus to intercede began : 

<*See, Father, what first-fruits on Earth are sprung 
From thy implanted grace in man ; these sighs 
AndprayeiB, which in golden censer, miz'd 
With incenie I thy priest before thee bring: 
Fruits of more pleasing savor, fi'om thy seed 
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Sown with contrition in his heart, than tliose 
Which his own hand manuring, all the trees 
Of Paradise could have produced, ere fallen 
From innocence. Now, therefore, bend thine care 
To supplication ; hear his sighs though mute ; 
Unskilful with what words to pray, let mo 
Interpret for him ; me his advocate 
And propitiation ; all his works on me, 
Qood or not good, ingraft ; my merit those 
Shall perfect, and for these my death shall pay, 
Accept me ; and, in me, from these receive 
The smell of peace toward mankind ; let him \xv^ 
Before thee reconciled, at least his days 
Numbered, though sad ; till death, his doom (which ! 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverse,) 
To better life shall yield him ; where with me 
All my redeem'd may dwell in joy and bliis 
Made one with me, as I with thee am one. " 

To whom the Father, without cloud serene; 
'* All thy request for man, accepted Son, 
Obtain ; all thy request was my decree : 
But, longer in that Paradise to dwell, 
The law I gave to nature him forbids : 
Those pure immortal elements, that know 
No gross, no unliarmonious mixture foul. 
Eject him, tainted now ; and purge him ofij 
\s a distemper, gross, to air as gross, 
\nd mortal food ; as may dispose him best 
For dissolution wrought by sin, that first 
Distempered all things, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I, at first, with too fair giils 
Created him endowM with happuiess 
And immortality . that fondly lost, 
This other served but to entemize wo : 
Till I provided Death : so Death becomes 
Uif final remedy; and, after life, 
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Tried in sharp tri bulation, and refined 

By faith and faithful works, to second life, 

Waked in the renovation of the just. 

Resigns him up with Heaven and Earth renew'd. 

But let us call to synod all theblessM 

Through Heaven's wide bounds : from them I will not hide 

My judgments : how with mankind I proceed. 

As how with peccant Angels late they saw, 

And in their state, though firm, stood more confinn'd. 

He ended and the Son gave signal high 
To the bright minister that watch'd ; he blew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb since perhaps 
\Vlien Grod descended, and perhaps once moro 
To sound at general doom. The Angetic blast 
FilPd all the regions : firom their blissful boweris 
Of amarantine shade, fountain or spring. 
By the waters of hfe, where'er they sat 
In fellowships of joy, the sons of light 
Hasted, resorting to the summons lugh; 
And took their scats : till from his throne supreme 
The Almighty thus pronounced his sov'reign will ; 

** sons, like one of us Man is become 
To know both good and evil, since bis taste 
Of that defended fruit; but let him boast 
His knowledge of good lost, and evil got ; 
Happier had it sufficed him to have known 
Good by itself, and evil not at alL 
He sorrows now, repents and prays contrite. 
By motions in him ; longer than they move, 
His heart I know, how variable and vain, 
Self-left. Lest therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach also of the tree of life, and eat. 
And live for ever, dream at least to live 
For ever, to remove him I decree. 
And send him from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence he tvas taken, fitted soil. 
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Michael, this my behest have thou in charge ; 
Take to thee Grom among the Cherubim 
Thy choice of flaming warriors, lest the fiend, 
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade 
Vacant possession, some new trouble raise ; 
Haste thee, and from the Paradise of God 
Without remorse drive out the sinful pair ; 
From hallo w'd ground the unholy : and denounce 
To them, and to their progeny, from thence 
Perpetual banishment Yet, lest they faint 
At the sad sentence rigorously urged * 

(For I behold them soilen'd, and with tears 
Bewailing their excess,) all terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidding they obey 
Dismiss them not disconsolate; reveal; 
To Adam what shall come in future days, 
. As I shall thee enlighten ; intermix 
My covenant in the woman's seed renewed ; 
So send them forth, thoughj9orrowing, yet in peace : 
And on the east side of the garden place, 
Where entrance up from Eden easiest climbs, 
Cherubic watch ; and of a sword the flame 
Wide- waving ; al! approach lar oflTto fright, 
And guard all passage to the tree of life: 
Least Paradise a receptacle prove 
To spurits foul, and all my trees their prey : 
With whose stolen fruit Man once more to delude." 
He ceased and the Arch-angelic power prepared 
For swifl descent ; with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim : four faces each 
Had like a double Janus ; all their shape 
Spangled with eyes more numerous than those 
Of Argus, and more wakeful than to drowse, 
CharmM with Arcadian pipe, the pastoral reed 
9f Hermes, or his opiate rod. Meanwhile, 
To re-solute the world with sacred light, 
Leucothea waked; and with fresh dews embalm'd 



I«')0K Xt.J PAltADIlC LOST. '^f 

The Earth when Adam and first mat ion Eve 
Had ended now their orisons, and found 
Strength added from above ; new hope to sprin<r 
Out of despair ; joy, but with fear yet link'd ; 
'Which thus to Eve his welcome words renew'd : 

" Eve, easily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from Heaven descends : 
But that from us anght should ascend to Heaven 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high bless'd, or to incline his wiH 
Hard to belief may seem ; yet this will prayer 
Or one sliort sigh to human breath, upborne 
Even lo the seat of God. For since I sought 
By prayer the ofiended deity to appease ; 
KneePd, and before him humbled all my heart ; 
Mcthought I saw him placable and mild, 
Jiending his ear ; persuasion in me grew 
That I was heard with favor ; peace retum'd 
Home to my breast, and to my memory 
His promise, that thy seed shall bruise our foe ; 
Which then not minded in dismay, yet now 
Assures me that the bitterness of death 
Is pass'd, and we shall live. Whence hail to then, 
Eve nghtly calPd, mother of all mankind. 
Mother of all things hving, since by thee 
Man is to live ; and^Xhmgs live for man/' 

To whom thus Eve with sad demeanor meek : 
111 worthy I such title should belong 
To me transgressor ; who, for thee ordained 
A help, b.^came thyviare ; to me reproach 
Rather belongs, distrust and all dispraise ; 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I, who first brought death on all, am graced 
The source of life ; next favor^ible thou. 
Who highly thus to entitle me vouchsafest. 
Far other name deserving. But the field 
To labor calls us, now with sweat imposed, 



'••-' r Alt A PI-/: i.«»hi. . I'r.ooK *r 

'J*hoiij*h aticr slccplcFS night: forsce tlio inori), 
MI unconcerned with our unrest, begins 
Her rosy pro/^fress smiling : let us fortli ; 
(never from thy side hrncefortli to stray, 
Wherever our day's work lies, tliough new enjoin'd 
FiBborious, till hay droop * while hero wo dwell. 
What can be toilsome in these pleasant walks ; 
Here lot IIP livo, tliough in fallen state, content." 

So spake, so wisliM much humbled Eve ; but fate 
Subscribed not : Nature first gave signs, impTesa'd 
< >n bird, beast, air ; air suddenly eclipsed, 
\llcr short blunh of morn ; nigh in her sight 
The bird of Jove, stoop'd from Iiis aery tour, 
Two birds of gayest plume before him drove ; 
J)owii from a hill the beast tliat reigns in woodi«, 
rirst hunter then, pursued a gentle brace, 
(ioodlicst of all the forest, hart and liind ; *'v 

Direct to the eastern gate was bent their fllghf. 
\dani observed, and with l>ir>' eye the chase 
Pursuing, not unmoved, tn Kvo thus spake ; 

"0 Eve, some further c-hnngo awaits us nigh, 
Which Heaven, by these mute signs in nature shows 
t-'orcrunners of his purpose ; or to warn 
Us, haply too secure of our discharge 
l-'roni penalty, because from death released 
Some days ; how long, and what till then our life. 
Who knows ? or more than this, that we are dust. 
And thither must return, and be no more ? 
Why else this double object in our sight 
Of flight pursued in the air, and o'er the ground. 
One way the self-same hour ? why in the cast 
Darkness ere day's mid-course, and morning-liglrt 
More orient in yon western cloud, that draws 
O'er the blue firmament a radicnt white, 
And slow descends with something heav'nly fraught? 

He err'd not ; for by this the heavenly bands 
l^wn from a sky of jasper lighted now 
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In Paradise, and on a hill made halt ; 

A glorioas apparation, had not doubt 

And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam's eye. 

Not that more glorious, when the Angels met 

Jacob in Mahanaim, where he saw 

The field pavilion'd with his guardians bright : 

Nor that, which on the flaming mount appeared 

In Dothan, cover'd with a camp of fire, 

Against the Syrian King, who to surprise 

One man assassin-like, .ad levied war, 

War unproclaimM. The princely liierarch 

In their bright stand there left the powers, to seize 

Possession of the garden ; he alone. 

To find where Adam shelter'd took his way. 

Not uuperceived of Adam : who to Eve,. 

While the great visitant approach'd, thus spake : 

" Eve, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 
ijf us will soon determine, or impose 
New laws to be observed ; for I descry, 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hiU, 
One of the Heavenly host I and by his gait, 
None of the meanest : some great Potentatr 
Or of tlie Thrones above such majesty 
Invests him coming ! yet not terrible, 
That I should fear so sociably mild, 
\s Raphael, that I 8h<juld much confide j 
But solemn and sublime ; whom not to offend, 
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire. ^ * 

He ended . and the Arch- Angel soon drew ni<j[li. 

Not in his shape c»iiestial, but as man 

(.'lad to raeet man ; over liis lucid arms 

A military vest of purple flow'd^ 
f .ivelier than Meiiboean, or the grain 

Of Sarra, worn, by kings and heroes old 

in time of truce ; Iris had dipp'd the wool'; 

I lis starry helm unbuckled show'd him prime 

fn manhood where youth ended ; by his side, 

Z* 
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As in a glistering zodiac, hung the sword, 
Satan's dire dread ; and in his hand the spear. 
Adam bow'dlow ; he, Kingly from his state 
Inclined not, bat his coming thus declared : 

'' Adam ! Heaven's high behest no preface needs 
Sufficient that thy prayers are heard ; and death. 
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress, 
Defeated of his seizure many days 
Given thee of grace ; wherein thou may'st repent 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
Mayst cover : well may then thy Lord, appeased. 
Redeem thee quite from death's rapacious claim ; 
But longer in this Paradise to dwell 
Permits not: to remove thee I am come, 
And send thee from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou wast taken, fitter soil/- 
He added not ; for Adam at the news 
Heart- struck with chilling gripe of sorrow stood. 
That all his senses bound ; Eve, who unseen 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Disco ver'd soon the place of her retire. 

** unexpected stroke, worse than of death I 
Must I thus leave thee, Paradise? thus leave 
Thee, native soil ! these happy walks and shadr:-. 
Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to spend, 
Quiet though sad, the respite of that day 
That must be mortal to us both. O flowers. 
That never will in other climate grow, 
Wy early visitation and my last 
At even, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the first opening bud, and gave ye names ." 
Who now shall rear ye to the sun, or rank 
Your tribes and water from the ambrosial fo\iiil .' 
Thee lastly nuptial bower ! by me adorn'd 
With what to sight or smell was sweet ! from tho*^ 
How shall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower world j to his obscure 
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And wild ? hot^ Bhall we breathe in other air 
Less pure, accustomM to immortal fruits ?" 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild : 
'' Lament not, Eve, but patiently resign 
What justly thou hast lost, nor set thy heart, 
Thus overfond, on that which is not thine : 
Thy going is not lonely ; with thee goes 
Thy husband ; him to follow thou art bound ; 
Where he abides, think there the native soil." 

Adam, by this from the cold sudden damp 
Recovering, and his scatter'd spirits retum'd. 
To Michael thus his humble words addressed : 

« Celestial, whether among the Thrones, or named 
Of them the highest ; for such of shape may seem 
Prince above princes : gently hast thou told 
Thy message, which might else in telling wound, 
And m performing end us ; what besides 
Of sorrow, and dejection, and despair, 
Ourfrailty can sustain, thy tidings bring. 
Departure from this happy place, our sweet 
Recess, and only consolation left 
Familiar to our eyes ! all places else 
Inhospitable appear, and desolate ; 
Nor knowing us, nor known : and, if by prayci- 
Incessant I could hope to change the will 
Of Him who all things can, I would not cease 
To weary him \nth my assiduous cries : 
But prayer against his absolute decree 
No more avails thari breath against the wind. 
Blown stifling back on him that breaths it forth . 
Therefore to his great bidding I submit. 
This most afHicts me, that departing hcnco, 
As from his face I shall he liid. deprived 
Ilis blessed countenance : here I could frequent 
With worship place by place where he vouchsafed 
Presence divine ; and to my sons relate, 
<^n this mount he appeared ; under this tree 
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Stood visible ; among these pines hif voice 

I hfltrd ; here with him at this fountain lalk'd .- 

So many gratefol altars I would rear 

Of grassy turf, and pile up every stone 

Of lustre from the brook, in memory, 

Or monument to ages; and thereon 

Ofler sweet^smeOing gums, and fruits, and ilowf r» : 

tn yonder nether world where shall I seek 

His bright appearances, or footsteps trace ? 

For thoug'h I fled him angry, yet recall'd 

To life prolong'd and promised race, I now 

Gladly behold though but his utmost skirts 

Ofglory ; and far ofThis steps adore.** 

" To whom thus Michael with regard benign : 
Adam, thou know'st Heaven his, and alltheEartli, 
Not this rock only ; his Omnipresence fills 
Land, sea and air, and every kind that lives, 
Fomented by his virtual power and warm'd : 
All the Earth he gave thee to possess and rule, 
No despicable gift ; surmise not then 
His presence to these narrow bounds confined 
Of Paradise, or Eden ; this had been 
Perhaps thy capital seat, from whence had spread 
All generations ; and had hither come 
From all the ends of the Earth, to celebrate 
And reverence thee, their great progenitor. 
But this pre-eminence thou hast lost, brought dawn 
To dwell on even ground now with thy sons : 
Vet doubt not but in valley and on plain 
God is, as here ; and will be found alike 
Present ; and of his presence many a eign 
Still following thee, still compassing thee round 
With goodness and paternal love, his face 
Express, and of his steps the track divine. 
Which that thou mayest beheve, and be confirmed 
Ere thou from hence depart ; know, I am sent 
To show thee what shall come in future days 
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To thee and lo Ihy ofispring ; good with bad 
Expect to bear ; supernal grace contending 
With sinfubiess of men ; thereby to learn 
True patience, and to temper joy with fear 
And pious sorrow ; equally inured 
By moderation either state to bear, 
Prosperous or adverse : so shalt thou lead 
Safest thy life, and best prepared endure 
Thy mortal passage when it comes, — Ascend 
This hill ; let Eve (for I have drench'd her eyes ) 
Here sleep below ; while thou to foresight wakcsf 
As once thou sleep'st, while she to life was fortn'd." t 

To whom thus Adam gratefully replied ; 
'^ Ascend ; I follow thee, safe Guide the path 
Thou lead'st me ; and to the hand of Heaven submif . 
However chastening ; to the evil turn 
My obvious breast, arming to overcome 
By suffering, and earn rest from labor won. 
If so I may attain." — So both ascend 
In the visions of God. It was a hill, 
Of Paradise the highest ; from whose top 
The hemisphere of Earth, in clearest ken. 
Stretched out to the amplest reach of prospect la}'. 
Not higher that hili, nor wider looking round, 
VVheieon, for difierent cause, the tempter set 
Our second Adam, in the wilderness; 
To show him idl i:.arth's Kingdoms and their glory. 
Ilis eye might there command wherever stood 
City of old or modem fame, the seat 
Ofmightiest empire, from the destined wall 
OfCambalu, seat of Gathnian Chan, 
And Samarchand by Oxis, Temir's throne, 
To Pekin of Sinaean kings ; and thence 
To Agra and Labor of great Mogul, 
Down to the Golden Chersonese ,* or whcro 
The Persian in Ecbatan sat, or since 
In Hispahan ; or where the Russian Czar 
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III Moscow; or the Sultan in Bizance, 

Turchestan-bora ; nor could his eye not ken 

The empire of Negus to his utmost port 

Krooco, and the less maritime kings 

Mombaza, and Qoiloa, and Melind, 

And S ofala, thought Ophir, to the realm 

Of Congo, and Angola furthest south ; 

Or thence from Nigei^flood to Atlas mount 

The kingdoms of Almansor, Fez and Bus, 

Morocco, and Algiers, and Tremisen : 

On Europe thenicp, and where Rome was to sway 

The worid : in spirit perhaps he also saw 

Rich Mexico, the seat of Montezume, 

And Cusco in Peru, the richer seat 

OfAtabalipa: and yet unspoil'd 

Guiana, whose great city Geryon's sons 

Call El Dora lo . But to nobler sights 

M ichael from Adam*s eyes the film removed, 

'Which that false fruit that promised qiearer eight 

Had bred ; then purged with euphrasy and rue 

The visual nerve, for he had much to see ; 

And from the well of life three drops instili'd. 

So deep the power of th<^se ingredients pierced, 

Kvcn to the inmost seat of mental sight, 

That Adam, now enforced to close his eyes, 

Sunk down, and all his spirits became entranced ; 

Rut him the gentle Angel by the hand 

^oon raised, and his attention thus recalled : 

'' Adam, now ope thine eyes ; and first behold 
The cfiects which thy original crime hath wrought 
In some to spring from thee ; who neve touched 
The excepted tree : nor with the snake conspired 
IVor sinned thy sin ; yet from that sin derive 
(yorruption, to bring iortli more violent deeds. 

His eyes he opened, and beheld a field. 
Part arable and tilth, whereon were sheaves 
New rcap'd ; tlic oUicr part sheep-walks and folds . 
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la the midst an altai* as the land-mark stood, 
Rustic, of grassy sward ; thither anon 
A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
First firnit& the green ear, and the yellow sheaf^ 
Uncull'd, as came to hand ; a shepherd next, 
More meek, came with the firstUngs of his flock, 
Choicest and best: then, sacrificing, laid 
The inwards and their fat, with incense strew'd. 
On the cleft wood, and all due rights performed. 
His offering soon propitious fue from Heaven 
Consumed with nimble glance and grateful stream : 
The other's not, for his was not sincere; 
Whereat he inly raged, and, as they taJk'd^ 
Smote him into the midriff* with a stone 
That beat out life ; he fell ; and, deadly pale, 
Groan'd out his soul with gushing blood efiiised. 
Much at that sight wa.s Adam in his heart 
Dismay'd, and thus in haste to the Angel cried :'' 

*' Teacher ! some great mischief hath befallen 
To that meek man^ who well had sacrificed 
Is piety thus and pure devotion paid V* 

** To whom Michael thus, he also moved, repliedi 
These two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins ; the unjust the just hath slain. 
For envy that his brother's offering found 
From Heaven acceptance: but the bloody fact 
YTiXL be avenged ; and the other's faith, approved, 
Loii no reward ; though here thou see him die, 
Rolling in dust and gore." To which our sire : 
" Alas ! both for the deed and for the cause ; 
But have I now seen death ? Is this the .way 
I must return to native dust? *0 sight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel ! 

To whom thus Michael: <* Death thou hast scexi 
In his first shape on man; but many shapes 
Of death, and ohuij are the ways that lead 
Te his grim cave^ all dismal: yet to sense 
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More terrible at the entrance, tlian within, 
Some, as thou saw*8t,^ violent stroke shall die ; 
By fire, flood, famine, by intemperance more 
In meats and drinks, which on the earth shall bring 
Diseases dire, of which a monstrous crew 
Before thee shall appear ; that thou may'st know 
What misery the inabstinence of Eve 
Shall bring on men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appeared, sad, noisome, dark ; 
A lazar-house it seem'd ; wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diseased ; all maladies 
Of ghastly spasms, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heartsick agony, all feverous kinds, 
Convulsions, epilepsiies, fierce catarrhs. 
Intestine stone and ulcer, colic-pangs, 
Demoniac frenzy, moping melancholy. 
And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy. 
Marasmus, and wide- wasting pestilence, 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and joint-racking rheums. 
Dire was the tossing, deep the greens , Bespaii 
Tended the sick busiest from couch to couch : 
And over them triumphant death his dart 
Shook, but delay'd to strike, though oft invoked 
With vows, as their chief good and final hope. 
Sight so deform what heart of rock could long 
Dry eyed behold ? Adam could not, but wept, 
Though not of woman born ; compassion quell'd 
His best of man, and gave him up to tears 
A space, till firmer thoughts restrained excess ; 
Ami, scarce recovering words, bis plaint renew'd : 

'* miserable mankind, to what fall 
Degraded, to what wretched state reserved! 
Better end here unborn. Why is life given 
To be thus wretched from us? rather, why 
Obtruded on us thus? who, if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept 
Life ofTer'd, or soon beg to lay it down ; 
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Glad to be so dismissed in peace. Can thus 
The Image of God m man, created once 
So goodly and erect, though fiiulty sinte. 
To such unsightly auSermg be debased 
Under inhuman pains? Why should not man, 
Retaining stiU divine similitude 
In part, from such deformitieB be free, 
And, for his Maker's image sake, exempt? 

Their Maker's image, answered Michael, then 
Forsook them, when themselves they vilified 
To serve ungovem'd Appetite ; and took 
His image whom they served, a brutish voice. 
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve. 
Therefore so abject is their punishment, 
Disfiguring not God's likeness, but their own ; 
Or if his likeness, by themselves defaced ; 
While they pervert pure Nature's healthful rules 
To loathsome sickness ; worthily since they 
God's image did not reverence in themselves. 

I yield it jiiat, said Adam, and submit ; 
But is there yet no other way, besides 
These painful passages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural dust ? 

There is said Michael, if thou well observe 
The rule of A*ot too much ; by temperance taught. 
In what fhou eat'st and drink'st; seeking from thence 
Due nourishment, not gluttonous dehgfat, 
Sill many years over thy head return : 
SomaystUioulive; till, like ripe firuit, thou drop 
Into thy mother's lap; or be with ease 
Gather'd not harshly pluok'd ; for death mature : 
This is Old Age) but then thou must outlive 
Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty ; which wiUcbiage 
To with^d, weak, and gray ; thj senses then, j 
Obtuse, all taste df pleasure must forego, 
T« what thou hast; and, for the ah: of youth, 
Uopeftd and cheerfol, in thy blood will reign 

3A 
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A melancholy damp of cold and dry 

To weigh thy spirits down,' and last consume 

The balm of life. To whom our ancestor ; 

*' Henceforth a fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much : bent rather, how I may be quit. 
Fairest and easiest, of this cumbrous charge ; 
Which 1 must keep till my appointed day 
Or rendering up, and patiently attend 
My dissolution/' Michael replied : 

"Nor love thy life, nor hate ; but what thou livcsi 
Live well how: long^ or short, permit to Heavei. 
And now prepare thee for another sight " 

He look'd, and saw a spacious plain, when one 
Were tents of various hue ; by some were herds 
Of cattle grazing ; others, whence the sound 
Of instruments, that made melodious chime, 
Was heard, of harp and organ ; and, who moved 
Their stops and chords, Was seen : his volant touch; 
Instinct through all proportions, low and h^h. 
Fled and pursued transverse the reaeonant fugue 
In other part stood one who, at the forge 
labouring, two massy clods of iron and brass 
Had melted (whether found where casual fire 
Has wasted woods on mountain or in vale, 
Down to the veins of Earth ; thence gliding hot 
To some cave's mouth ; or whether wa^M by streani 
From under ground ;) the liquid ore he drained 
Into fit moulds prepared ; from which he formM 
First his own tools ; them, what might else be "wrouttl 
Fusil or graven in metal Alter these. 
But on the hither side, a different sort 
From the high neighbouring hills, which was their s«ai 
Bown to the plain descended ; by their gcuse 
Just men they seem'd, and all their study bent 
To worship God aright, and know his works 
Not him'; nor those things last, which might prescr^'* 
Freedom and peace to men ; they on the plain 
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Long bad not walk'd, when from the tent's, behold! 

A bevy of fair women, richly gay, 

In genu. and wonton dress; to the harp they sung 

Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on : 

The men, though grave, eyed them ; and let their eyes 

Rove within reign ; tiU, in the amorous net 

Fast caught, they Uked ; and each his liking chose ; 

And now of love they treat, till the evening star. 

Lovers harbinger, appeared ; then, all in heat 

They light the nuptial torch, and-did invoke 

Hymen, then first to marriage rites invoked : 

With feast and music all the tents resound. 

Such happy interview, and fair event 

Of love and youth not lost, songs, garlands, flowers, 

And charming symphonies, attached the heart 

Of Adam, soon inclined to admit delight, 

The bent of nature; which he thus ezpress'd. 

" True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bless'd ; 
Much better seems this vision, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than those two pass'd 
Those were of hate and death, or pain much worse ; 
Here nature seems fulfill'd in all her ends." 

To whom thus Michael : <* Judge not what is best 
By pleasure, though to nature seeming meet ; 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 
Holy and pure, coniirmity dinne. 
Those tents thou saw'st so pleasant were the tents 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell his race 
Who slew his brother; studious they appear 
Ot arts that polish life, inventors rare ; 
(Jnmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them ; but they his gilts acknowledged uOqq 
Vet they a beauteous o£&pring shall beget ; 
For that fair female troop thou saw'st, that seem'd 
Of Goddesses so blithe, so smooth, so gay. 
Vet empty of all £^od wherein consists 
f min*9 domestic honour and chief praise ; 
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Bred onljr and completed to the taste 

Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dance, 

To dress, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye : 

To these that sober race of men, whose lives 

Religioas titled them the sons of Grod, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame 

Ignobly, to the trains and to the smiles 

Of these fair atheists; and now swim in joy. 

Ere long to swim at large ; and laugh for which 

The world ere long a world of tears must weep." 

To whom thus Adam, of short joy bereft : 
O pity and shame, that they, who to live well 
Enter'd so fair, should turn aside to tread 
Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint ! 
But still I see the tenor of Man's woe 
Holds on the same, from woman to begin. 

** From man's effeminate slackness itbeginSi^ 
Said the Angel, who should better hold hisplac^ 

By wisdom, and superior gifts received 

But now prepare thee for another scene." 
He looked and saw wide territory spread 

Before him, towns, and rural works between ; 

Cities of men with lofty gates and towers. 

Concourse in arms, fierce faces threatening war, 

Giants of mighty bone and bold emprise ; 

Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming steeds, 

Single or in array of battle ranged 

Both horse and foot, nor idly mustering stood ; 

One way a band select from forage drives 

A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kinc, 

From a fat meadow ground ; or fleecy flock, 

Ewes and their bleatmg lambs over the plain , 

Their booty ; scarce with life the shepherds fly, 

But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray ; 

With cruel tournament the squadrons join ; 

There cattle pastured late, now scatter'd lies 
With carcasses and arms the ensanguined field, 
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Deserted : Others to a city strong. 

Lay siege, encamp'd ; by battery, scale, and mine, 

^ssaultiag: others from the wall ddfend 

With dart and javelin, stones, and sulphroos fire : 

On each hand slaughter and gigantic deeds. 

In other part the sceptred heralds call 

To council, in the city-gates ; anon 

Crray-headed men and grave, with warriors mix'd 

Assemble, and harrangaes are heard ; but soon. 

In factions opposition ; till at last, 

Of middle age one rising, eminent 

In wise deport, spake much of right and wrong, 

Of justice, of religion, truth, and peace, 

And judgment from above : him old and young 

Exploded, and had seized with violent hands. 

Had not a doud descending snatch'd him thence 

Unseen amid the throng ; so violence 

Proceeded, and oppression, and sword-law, 

Through all the plain, and refuge none was found 

Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 

Lamenting turn'd full sad: ! what are these. 

Death's ministers, not men ? who thus deal Death 

Inhumanly to men, and multiply 

Ten thousandfold the sin of him who slew 

His brother ; for of whom such massacre 

Make they, but of their brethren ; men of men? 

But who was that just Man, whom had not Heaven 

Rescued, had in his righteousness beed lost ? 

" To whom thus Michael : These are the product 
Of those ill mated mirriages thou saw'st ; 
Where good with bad were matched, who of themsfdves 
Abhor to join ; and, by imprudence mix'd, ' 
Produce prodigious hirths of body or mind. 
Such were these giants, men of high renown ; 
For in those days might only shall be admired, 
^nd valeur and heroic virtue call'd ; 

2A* 
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Tooveicome inlMttlo^ and nbdott 

NttioRs, Biftd bring Imnm lii»oi0 witii infinite 

Man-sUnghtdr, Afllw kdkl tlw ingliort pi^ 

Of liifiAiili tfiorf j and te i^oiydoBe 

Oftiiii0ij^toi>b0tji«dgra«tomu|iiaran^ . 

Pfttfoii8ofman]uiid,'dod%aUgQii»Qf'i2odr; ; 

Destroyers rigthlier esU*d, end pligiiesx>(meii. 

Thai fiune sfaall be scfaieted, jeaomn on Eaitii 

And wbif tawst nvAits fsme, in silenee hid. 

But he, tha seventh from thee, whom thoa beMdst 

The.only righteous ins world pemrsew 

And therefoie'hate^ therefore so beset 

"With fbesy for dsring smgle to be just, 

And utter odious trath, that God would eeme 

To judge them with Ids ssmts j- him tlie tiotk Uif^ 

. WrappM in a belray doud witii winged, steeds 

Did, as thou saw^Tiscmve, towalkwHli God 

High in sahration and the dimes of hlii% - 

Exempt from Death; to ahoW thee wImU MwanI 

Awaits the good ; rest whstpuidsineiit} 

Whidi now direct thme eyes And soto behold. 

Helook'd, and saw the face of things quite dianged; 

The brazen throat of war hsd ceased to roar: 

AU now was tum'd to jollity and game, 

To luxury and riot, feast and dance ; 

Marrying of prostituting, as befel, 

Rape or adultery, where passing fair 

Alured them ; thence fr6m cups to civil broils. 

At length a reverend sire among them came, 

And of their doings great dislike dedared. 

And testified against thdr ways; he oft 

Frequented their assemblies, whereso met 

Triumphs or festivals ; and to them preached 

Conversion and repentance, as to souls 

In prisoD, under judgments imminent : 

But all in vain : which when he saw, he ceased 

Contending, and removed his tents far off; 
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Then, from the mouatain hewing timber tall. 
Began to build a vessel of huge bulk ; 
Measured by cubit, lengt-h, and breadth, and height 
SmearM roimd with pitch ; and the in side a door 
Contiived ; and of provision laid in large, 
For Man and beast : when lo a wonder strange ! 
Of every beast, and bird, and inscet small 
Came sevens, and pairs: and entered in as taught 
Their order ; last the sire and his three sons, 
With their four wives; an^ God made fast the door. 
Meanwhile the south-wind rose, and, with black wings 
Wide-hovering, ail the clouds together drove 
From under Heaven ; the hills to their supply 
Vapour, and exhalation dusk and moist, 
Sent up amain ; and now the thickened sky 
Like a dark ceiling stood ; down rush'd the rain 
Impetuous ; and continued, till the Earth 
No more was seen j the floating vessel swum 
Uplifted, and secure with beaked prow 
Rode tilting o*er the waves : all dwellings else 
Flood overwhelm'd, and them with all theif pomp 
Deep under water roll'd ; sea cover'd sea, 
Sea without shore ; and in their pulaces. 
Where luxury late reign'd, sea-monsters whelp*d 
And stabled ; of mankind, so numerous late, 
And left in one small bottom s\^um embarked. 
How didst thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy offspring, and so sad. 
Depopulation! rheo another flood, 
Of tears and sorrow a flood, thee also drowned. 
And sunk thee as thy sons ; till, gently rear'd 
By the Angel, on thy feet thou stood'st at last. 
Though comfortless ; as when a father mourns 
llis children all m view destroyed at once ; 
And scarce to the Angel utter'dst thus thy plaint :'* 
visions ill foreseen ! Better had I 



3Qg TAJUmUt L08T. [iOOK zi. 

LnradigBoxmntoffti^ire! to luul bome 
Bij put cff evil onlji^eadi day's lot 
Enough to betr ; HwMiioWy that were dispensed 
Hia burden of jiMui/afQ%oii me Ught 
At ottoe. 1^ aif foveluiowledge gaining birth 
Abortive^ to torment me ere their bong, 
With thought that they moat be. Let na. manaeek 
Hencefibrth to be foretold what shall be&I, 
Him or hia dpldren ; evil he may be sore, 
Which neither his fcweknowing can prevent ; 
And he the futore evil shall no leu 
In apprehension than in sobstance feel, 
GrieToos to bear : but that care now is pass*c^ 
Man is not whom to warn ; those few .escaped 
Famine, and anguish will at last consume, 
Wanderii^f thtft watery desert : Ihadhope^ 
When vidence was c^usedy and war on Earth, 
An would have then gone weU ; peace would hare csown*^ 
With length of happy days the nuse of man ; 
But I was far deceived ; for now I see 
Peace to corrupt no less than war to waste. 
How comes it thus 7 unfold, celestial Guide, 
And whether here the race of man will end. 
To whom thus Michael : Those, whom last thou saw^st 
- In triumph and luxuno js wealth, are they 
First seen in acts of prowess eminent 
And great exploits, but of true virtue void ; 
Who, iiaving spilt much blood, and done much waste, 
Subduing nations, and achieves thereby 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey ; 
Shall change their course to pleasure, ease^ and sloth , 
Surfeit, and lust ; till wontonness and pride 
Raise out of friendship hostile deeds in peace. 
The conquer'd also, and enslaved by war. 
Shall, with their freiedom lost, all virtue lose 
And fear of God ; from whom their piety feigned 
In sharp contest of battle found no aid 
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Agaiiist invaders ; therefore, cool'd m zeal, 

Thenceforth shall practice hoV to lire secure, 

Worldly or dissolute, on what their lords 

Shall leave them to enjoy ; for the Earth shall bear 

More than enough, that temperance may be tried ; 

So all shall turn degenerate, all depraved ; 

Justice and temperance, truth and faith, forgot ; 

One man except, the only son of light 

In a dark age, against example good, 

Against allurement, custom, and a world 

Oflended: fearless of reproadi and scorn, 

Or violence, he of their wicked ways 

Shall them admonish ; and before them set 

The paths of righteousness, how much more safe 

And full of peace ; denoucing wrath to come . 

On their impenitence ; and shall return 

Of them derided, but of God observed 

The one just man alive by his command 

Shall build a wondrous. ark, as thou beheldst, 

To save himself and household from amidBt 

A world devote to universal wrack. 

No sooner he, with them of man and beast 

Select for life, shall in the ark be lodged. 

And sheltered round, but all the cataract 

Of Heaven set opdn on the Earth shall pour 

Rain day and night ; all fountains of the deep. 

Broke up, shall heave the ocean to usurp 

Beyond all bounds ; till inundation rise 

Above the highest hill : then shall this mount 

Of Paradise by might of waves be moved 

Out of his place, pushed by the horned flood, 

With all his verdure apoilM and trees adrift, 

Down the great river to the opening gulf, 

And there take root an island salt and bare. 

The haunt of seals, and oni3, and seamews* clang : 

To teach thee that Grod attributes to place 

No sanctity, if none bo thither brought 
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By men who therefrequent or therein dwell. 
And now, what further should ensue, behold. 

He look'd, and saw the ark hull on the flood. 
Which now abated ; for the clouds were fled, ' 
Driven bj a keen north wind,' that, blowing dry 
Trinklcd the face of deluge, as decayed ; 
And the clear^sun on his wild watery glass 
Gazed hot, and of the fresh wave largely drew, 
As after thirst ; which made their flowing shrink 
From standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole' 
With sofl foot towards the deep ; who now had st opp'd 
[lis sluices, as the Heaven his windows shut. 
The ark no more now floats, but seems on ground, 
Fast on the top of some high mountain fix'd. 
And now the tops of hills, as rocks appear ; 
With clamour thence the rapid currents drivo, 
Towards the retreating sea, their furious tide, 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies. 
And aflcr him, the surer messenger* 
A dove sent forth once and again to spy 
Green tree or ground, whereon his fool may light : 
The second time returning, in his bill 
An olive-leaf he brings, pacific si^n ; 
Anon dry ground appears, and from liis ark 
The ancient sire descends, with all his train : 
Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout, 
Grateful to Heaven, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow 
Conspicuous with three listed colors gay, 
Betokening peace from God, and convent new. 
Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad. 
Greatly rejoeiced ; and thus his j oy broke forth : 

" thou, who future things canst represent 
As present, Heavenly Instructor ! I revive 
At this last sight; assured that man shall live, 
With all th3 creatures, and their seed preserve. 
Far les3 1 now lament for one whole world 
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^ Of wicked sons destroy'd, than I rejoice 
For one man found so perfect and so just 

That God vouchsafes to raise another world 

From him, and all his anger to forget 

Sut say, what mean those color'd streaks in Heaven 

Distend'd as the brow of God appeased? 

Or servo they, as a flowery verge, to bind 

The fluid skirts of that same watery cloud. 

Lest it again dissolve, and shower the Earth ?" 

To whom the Arch- Angel ! Dexterously thou aim'st ; 

So willingly doth God remit his ire. 

Though late repenting him of man depraved; 

Grieved at his heart, whenlookingdown he saw 

The whole Earth fill'd with violence, and all flesh 

Corrupting each their way ; yet those removed. 

Such grace shall one just man find in his sight, 

That he relents not to blot out mankind : 

And makes a covenant never to destroy 

The Earth again by flood ; nor let the sea 

Surpass his bounds ; nor rain to drown the world, 

With man therein or beast ; but, then he brings 

Over the Earth a cloudy will therein set 

His triple-color'd bow, whereon to look. 

And call to mind his covenant : day and night. 

Seed-time and harvest, heat and hoary frost, 

Shall hold their course ; tiU fire purge idl,thing8 new, 

Beth Heaven and Earth, wherein the just shall dwell 
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M Vtii vtlait had >lept,lnit tcf lA |-(nU( drcmiu eompoatd Ui gidel- 
aCM Dftnind and aubmisrim; Mkhatlin eUher hand UaJsUan 
wl ofPeradiit, Iht fiery laord waving behind lAnii, miltfti 
Chenibim Inking thrir sliUicm le guard the p/sci. 
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As one who ia his journey bates at noon^ 
Though bent on speed ; so here the Arch- Angel paused 
Betwixt the world destroyed and world restored, 
If Adam aught perhaps might interpose ; 
Then, with transition sweet, new speech resumes •. 

Thus thou hast seen one world begin and end ; 
And man, as from a second stock, proceed. 
Much thou hast yet to see ; but I perceive 
Thy mortal sight to fail; object divine 
Must needs impair and weary human sense : 
Henceforth what is to come I wili rohite ; 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 

This second source of men, while yet but few. 
And while the dread of judgment past remains 
Vresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 
With some regard to what is just and right 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace ; 
Labouring the soil, and reaping plenteous crop, 
Corn, wine, and oil ; and, from the herd or flock, 
Oft sacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 
With large Wine-ofierings pour'd, and Miered feast , 
Shall spend their days in joyunblamed ; anddw^li 
Long time in peace, by families and tribes,. 
Under paternal rule : till one shall rise 
Of proud ambitious heart ; who, not content 
With fair equality, fraternal state. 
Will arrogate dominion undeserved 
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Over his brethron, and quite dispoiBseBS 
Concord and law of nature from the Earth ; 
Hunting (and men not beasts shall be his game) 
With war and hostile snare such as refuse 
Subjection to jiis empire tyrannous r 
A mighty hunter thence he shall be styled 
Before the Lord ; as in despite of Heaven, 
Or from Heaven claiming second sovereignity ^ 
And from rebellion shall derive his name, 
Though of rebellion others he accuse. 
He with a crew, whom like ambition joins 
^Vith him or under him to tyrannize. 
Marching from Eden towards the west, shall find 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of Hell : 
Of brick and of that stufi) they cast to build 
A city and tower, whose top may reach to Heaven : 
And get themselves a name ; lest, fiir dispersed 
In foreign lands, their memory be lost ; 
Regardless whether good or evil fame. 
But God, whu ofl deaceiids to visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitions walks 
To mark their doings, them, beholding soon, 
Comes down to see their city, ere the tower 
Obstruct Heaven-towers and in derision sets 
Upon their tongues a various spirit, to rase 
Quite out their native language ; and, instead, 
To sow a jangling noise of words unknown : 
Forthwith a hideous gabble rises loud. 
Among the builders ; each to other calls 
Not understood, till hoarse, and all in rage , 
As mock'd they storm : great laughter was in Heave 1 1 
And looking down, to see the hubbub strange, 
And hear the din : thus was the building lefl 
Ridiculous, and th9 work Confusion named. 
Whereto thus Adam, fatherly displeased: 
execrable son ! sa to aspire 
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Above his brethren ; to himself assuming 
Authority usurp'd, from God not given : 
He gave us only over beast, fish, fowl. 
Dominion absolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation ; but men over men 
He made npt lord : such title to himself 
Reserving, human left from human free. 
But this usurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man : to Grod his tower intends 
Siege and defiance ; wretched man ! what food 
Will he convey up thither, to sustain 
Himself and his rash army : where thin air 
Ab(^re the clouds will pine his entrails gross, 
And famished him ofbreath, if not of bread ? 

To whom thus Michael : Just by thou abborr'st 
That son, who on the quiet state of men 
Such trouble brought, afi^ting to subdue 
Rational liberty; yet know wilhaJ, 
Since thy original lapse, true Uberty 
Is lost, which always with right reason dwells 
Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual being : 
Reason in man obscured or not obey'd, 
Immcdiatly inordinate desires 
And upstart passion catch the government 
From reason ; and to servitude reduce 
Man, till then free. Therefore, since he permits 
Within himself unworthy powers to reign 
Over free reason, God, in judgment just. 
Subjects him from without to violent lords ; 
Who oft as undeservedly enthral 
His outward freedom : tyranny must be ; 
Though to the tyrant thereby no excuse. 
Yet sometimes nations will decline so low 
From virtue, which is reason, that no wrong. 
But justice and some f^|^ curse annex'd, 
Deprives them of their outward liberty; 
Their inward lost ; witness the irreverent son 

B2* 
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Of him who built the ark ; who, for the shame 

Done to his father, heard this heavy curse, 

ServmU of servants, on his vicious race. 

Thus will this latter, as the former world, 

Still tend from bad to worse : till God at last. 

Wearied with there iniquities, withdraw . 

His presence from amon^ them, to avert 

His holy eyes ; resolvmg from thenceforth 

To leave them to their own polluted ways ; 

And one peculiar nation to select 

From all the rest, of whom to be invoked, 

A nation from one faithful man to spring: 

Him on this sid» Euphrates yet residing, 

Bred up in idol'- worship : 0, that men 

(Canst thou believe ?) should be so stupid gromi^ 

While yet the patriarch bved who scapod the floo^, 

As to forsake the living God, and fall 

To worship their own work in wood and stone 

For gods ! Tet him God the Most High vouchsafee> 

To call by vision, from his father's house, 

His kindred, and false gods, into a land 

Which he will show him ; and Irom him will raise 

A mighty nation ; and upon him shower 

His benediction so that in his seed 

All nations shall be blessM : he strait obeys j 

Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes : 

I see him, but thou canst not, with what faitli 

He leaves his gods his friends, and native soil, 

Urof Chaldea, passing now the ford 

To Haran : after him a cumbrous train 

Of herds and flocks, and numerous servitude j 

Not wandering poor, but trusting all his wealth 

With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown. 

Canan he now attains [ I sec his tents 

PitchM about Secem, and the ilpgbouring plain 

Of Moreh ; there by promise he receives 

Gift to his progeny of all that land, 
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From Hamath northward to the Desert south 

(Things by their names I call, thou yet unnamed-; 

FromHermon, east to the great' western sea ; 

Mount Hermon, yonder sea ; each place behold 

In prospect, as I point them ; on the shore 

Mount Carmel ; here, the double-founted stream, 

Jordan, true limit eastward ; but his sons' 

Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 

This ponder, that all nations of the Earth 

Shall in his seed be blessed : by that s«ed 

Is meant that great Deliverer, who shall bruise 

The serpent's head ; whereof to thee anon 

Plainlier shall be reveal'd. This patriarch bless'd 

Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call, 

A son, and of his son a grandchild, leaves ; 

Like him in faith, wisdom, and renown : 

The grandchild, with twelve pons increased, depart;* 

From Canaan, to a land hereafter calPd 

Egjrpt, divided by the river Nile ; 

See where it flows, disgorging at seven mouths 

Into the sea : to sojourn in that land 

He comes, invited by a younger son 

In time of dearth ; a son, whose worthy deeds 

Raise him to be the second in that realm 

Of Paraoh : there he dies, and leaves his race 

Growing into a nation, and now grown 

Suspected to sequent king, who seeks 

To stop their overgrowth, as inmate guests 

Too numerous ; whence of guests he makes them slave.o 

Inhospitably, and kills their infant males : 

Till by twobrethem (these two brethren cali'd 

Moses and Aaron )sent from God to claim 

His people from enthralment, they return, 

With-glory and spoil, back to their promised land 

But first, the lawless tyrant, who denies 

To know their God, or message to regard, 

Must be compcllM by signs and judgements dir 
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By men who tharo fi ce qu eiit or therein dwefl. 
And BOW, what ibither ahonld enene, behold. ' 

He loolL'di and nwtiie aik hall on the flood. 
Whidino w ftbatad ; lor the doode were fled; * 
Diifen by a keen north wind; that, blomng dry 
Trinkled the &oe of deluge, aa decayed ; 
And the dear^ran on hia fnld watery glass 
Gazed hot, and of the fresh wavelaigely drew. 
As after tlurst ; whidi made their flowing shrink 
From standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole' 
With soft foot towards the deep ; who now had st opj^d 
Uis sloices, as the Hearen his windows shnt. 
The ark no more now floats, bat seems on groand, 
Fast on the top of some high mountain flx'd. 
And now the tops of hills, as rocks q>pear ; 
^Vith damour thence the rapid currents drive, 
Towards the retreating sea, their fttxious tide. 
Forthwith ftom out the ark a raven flies, 
And after him, the surer mesBeiUEW» 
A doy« sent finrth once and again to spy 
Green tree or ground, whereon his foot may light : 
The second time returning, in his bill 
An olive-leaf he brings, pacific sign : 
Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark 
The ancient sire descends, with all his train : 
Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout, 
Grateful to Heaven, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow 
Conspicuous with three listed colors gay, 
Betokening peace from God, and convent new* 
Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad. 
Greatly rejoeiced ; and thus his jov broke forth : 

" thou, who ftiture things canst represent 
As present, Heavenly Instructor ! I revive 
At this last sight; assured that man shall live, 
With all th3 creatures, and their seed preserve. 
Far lc33 I now lamsnt for one whole world 
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"^ Of wicked sons destroy'd, than I rejoice 
For one man found so perfect and so just 

That God vouchsafes to raise another world 

From him, and all his anger to forget. 

But say, what mean those colorM streaks in Heaven 

Distend'd as the brow of God appeased? 

Or servo they, as a flowery verge, to bind 

The fluid skirts of that same watery cloud, 

Lest it again dissolve, and shower the Earth V* 

To whom the Arch- Angel! Dexterously thou aim'st : 

So willingly doth God remit his ire. 

Though late repenting him of man depraved ^ 

Grieved at his heart, whenlookingdown he saw 

The whole Earth fill'd with violence, and all flesh 

Corrupting each their way ; yet those removed. 

Such grace shall one just man find in his sight. 

That he relents not to blot out mankind : 

And makes a covenant never to destroy 

The Earth again by flood -, nor let the sea 

Surpass his bounds ; nor rain to drown the world. 

With man therein or beast ; but, then he brings 

Over the Earth a cloud, will therein set 

His triple-color'd bow, whereon to look. 

And cail to mind his covenant : day and night. 

Seed-time and harvest, heat and hoary frost, 

Shall hold their course ; till fire purge all,thing8 new, 

Beth Heaven and Earth, wherein the just shall dwell. 
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or cedar, oveiiaid with gold ; therein 

An ark, and in the ark his testimony, 

The records of his covenant ; over those 

A mercy-seat of gold, between the wings 

Of two bright Chembims; before him burn 

Seven lamps as in a zodiac representing 

The Heavenly fires ; over the tent a cloud 

Shall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night ; 

Save when they journey, and at a length they come, 

(Conducted by his Angel, to the land 

Promised to Abraham and his seed : — ^tho rest 

Were long to tell ; how many battles fought ; 

How many kings destroy'd ; and kingdoms won : 

Or how the sun shall in mid Heaven stand still 

A day entire, and night^s due course adjourn, 

Man*s voice commanding, sun, in Gibeon stand, 

And thou, moon, in the vale of Aialon, 

Till Israel overcome ! so call the third 

From Abraham, son of Isaac ; and from him 

Tlis whole descent, who thus shall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpose J : O send from Heaven, 
KiQlighiener oi my darRuess, gracious things 
Thou hast reveal'd ; those cliiefly which concern 
Just Abraham and his seed , now first I find 
ISIine eyes true opening, and my heart much eased ; 
Erewhile perplex'd with thoughts, what would becoirw 
Of me and all mankind : but now I see 
His day, in whom all nations shall be bless'd • 
Favour unmerited by me, who sought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
This yet I apprehend not, why to those 
Among whom God will deign to dwell on Earth 
So many and so various laws are given ; 
So many laws argue so many sins 
Among them ; how can God with such reside ? 
To whom thus Michael : Doubt not but that sIti 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot ; 
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For ever shall endure ; the like shall sing 

All Prophecy, that of the royal stock 

Of David (so I name this kbig) shall rise 

A Son, the Woman's seed to thee foretold 

Foretold to Abraham, as in whom shall trust 

All nations; and to kings foretold of kings 

The last ; for of lus reign shall be no end 

But first, a long succession must ensue ; 

And his next son, for wealth and wisdom famed, 

The clouded ark of Grod, till then in tents 

Wandering, shall in a glorious temple enshrine. 

Such follow him, as shall be register'd 

Part good, part bad; of bad the longer scroll; 

Whose foul idolatries, and other faults 

Heap'd to the popular sum, will incense 

God, as to leave them, and expose their land, 

Their city, his temple, and his holy ark. 

With all his sacred thinjss, a scorn and prey 

To that proud city, whose high walls thou saw'st 

Left in confusion ; Babylon thence calTd 

There in captivity he lets them dwell 

The space of seventy years; then brmgs them back 

Remembering mercy, and his covenant sworn 

To David, establish^ as the days of Heaven. 

Returned from Babylon by leave of kings 

Their Lords, whom God dipposed, the house of God 

They first reedify ; and for awhile 

In mean estate live moderate; till, grown 

In wealth and multitude, factious they grow ; 

But first among the priest dissension springs, 

Men who attend the altar, and should most 

Endeavour peace : their strife pollution brings 

Upon the temple itself: at last they seize 

The sceptre, and regard not David's sons , 

Then lose it to a stranger, that the true 

Anointed King Messiah might be bom 

Barr'd o! his right ; yet at his birth a star, 
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Unseen before in Heaven, proclaims him come ; 

And guides the eastern sages, who inquire 

His place, to oSev incense, mjrrh, and gold : 

His place of birth a solemn Angel tells 

To simple shepherds, keeping watch by night ; 

They gladly thither haste, and by a choir 

Of squadron'd Angel hear his carol sung. 

A virgin in his mother, but his sire 

The power of the Most High : he shall ascend 

The throne hereditary, and bounds, his reign 

With Earth's tnde bounds his glory with the Heavenp. 

He ceased, discerning Adam with such joy 
Surcharged, as had like grief been dew'd in tears, 
Without the vent ofwords ; which these he breahed • 

'* O prophet of glad tidings^ finisher 
Of utmost hope ! now clear I understand 
What oft my steadiest thoughts have searched in vain ; 
Why our great ezpecation should be call'd 
The seed of women : Virgin mother, hail. 
High in the love of Heaven ; yet from my loins 
Thou shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son 
Of Grod Most Hi^ : so God with man unites ! 
Need must the serpent how his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain : say where and when 
Their fight, what stroke shall bruse the victor's heel." 

To whom thus Michael : <* Dream not of their fight 
As of & duel, or the local wounds 
Of header heel : not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to God head, with more strength to foil 
Thy enemy ; nor so is overcome 
Satan, who^e faU from Heaven, a deadlier bruised. 
Disabled, not to c^ve thee thy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes tl^ Saviour, shall rescue. 
Not by destroying Satan, but his woiks 
In thee and thy seed : nor can this be, 
But by fulfiling that which thou didst want 
Obedience to the law of God, imposed 

2C 
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On ponalty of death, and sufiering death ; 
The pendty to thy tranBgression due, 
And due to thein which out of thine will grow 
So only can hig^ justice rest appaid. 
The law of God exact he ehall fulfil 
Both by obedience and love, though love 
Alone fulfil the law ; thy punishment 
He shall endure, by coming in the flesh 
To a reproachful life and cursed death; 
Proclaiming life to all who shall believe 
In his redemption ; and that his obediencei 
Imputed, become theirs by faith ; his merits 
To save them, not tht^ir own, though legal, wedui^ 
For this he shall live hated, be blasphemed, 
Seized on by force, judged, and to death condilVH'd 
A shameful and accursed, nail*d to the cross 
By his ovm nation ; slain for bringing life : 
But to the cross he nails thy enemies, 
The law, that is against thee, and the sins 
Of all mankind, with him there crucified, 
Novcr to hurt them more who rightly trust 
In this satisfaction ; so he dies, 
But soon rcv'V( 8 : Death over him no power 
Shall lonjj usurp ; ere the third dawning light, 
Retuni.the stars of morn shall see him rise 
Out ofhipjcrrave, fresh as the dawning licht 
Thy ransom paid, v hirh man from death redeems .. 
His death for man as • any ofTer'd life 
Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 
By faith not void of works : this godlike act 
Annuls thy doom, thr death thou shuuldst have di^d. 
In sin for ever lost from life ; this act 
Shall bruise the head of Satan, crush his strength. 
Defeating sin and death, his two main aims ; 
And fix far deeper in his head their stings 
Than temporal death shall bruise the victor's heel, 
Of theirs whom he redeems ; a death, like sleep, 
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A gentle wafting to immortal life. 

Nor after resurrection shall he stay 

Longer on Earth than certain times tu appear 

To his disciples, men who in his life 

Still foUow'd him; to them shall leave in charge 

To teach all nations what of him they leam'd 

And his salvation ; them who ^hall believe 

Baptizing in the profluent stream, the sign 

Of washing them from guilt of sin to life 

Pure, and in mind prepared, if so befal, 

For Death, like that which the Redeemer died 

Allnationsthey shall teach; for from that day 

Not only to the sons of Abraham's loins 

Salvation shall be preachM but to the sons 

Of Abraham's faith wherever through the world. 

So in his seed all nations shall be blessM, 

Then to the Heaven of Heavens he shall ascend . 

"^th victory, triumphing through the air 

Over his foes and thine, there shall surprise 

The Serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 

Through all his realm, and there confounded leave; 

Then enter into glory, and resume 

His seat at God's right hand, exalted high 

Above all, names in H-^aven : and thence shall COmo, 

When this world's dessolution shall be ripe. 

l^th giory and ppwe]; toiudge both quick and dead 

To judge the unfaithftil dead, but to reward 

Hia fiedthful, and receive them into bliss, 

Whether in Heaven or Earth ; for then the Earth, 

Shall all be Paradise, far happier place 

Than this of Eden, and far happier days.'' 

So spake the Arch? Angel Michael; then paused. 
As at t|ie world's great period ; and our sire, 
Replete with joy and wonder, thus replied : 

<' Goodness infinite. Goodness immense ! 
That an this good of evil shall produce, 
Aojoviltiimtogood; more wonderfol 
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Than that which by creation first brought forth 
T.ight out of darkness ! Full of doubt I stand, 
Whether I should repent me now of sin 
By me done and occasioned ; or r^oice 
Much more, that much more good thereof shall spring 
To God more glory, more good-vrill to men 
From God, and over wrath grace shall abound. 
But say, if our Deliverer up to Heaven 
Must reascend, what will betide the few 
If is faithful, left among the unfaithful herd, 
The enemies of truth ? Who then shall guide 
His people, who defend ? Will they not deal 
Worse with his followers than with him they dealt? V 
"Be sure they will, said the Angel; but firom 
He to his own a Comforter will send, [Heaven 
The promise of the Father, who shall dwell 
His Spirit within them ; and the law of faith, * 

Working through love, upon their hearts shall whte 
To guide them in all truth: and also arm 
With spiritual armour, able to resist 
Satan's assaults, and quench his fiery darts ; 
What man can do against them, not afraid, 
Though to the death ; against such cruelties 
With inward consolations recompensed, 

Vnd oft supported so as shall amaze 
Their proudest persecutors ; for the spirit, 
Pour'd first on his apostles, whom he s6ndu 
To evangelize the natious, then on all 
Baptized, shall them with wonderous gifts endue 
To speak all tongues, and do all miracles, 
As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 
< ireat numbers of each nation to receive 
With joy the tidings brought from Heaven ; at length 
Their ministry performed and race well run, 
Their doctrine and their story written left, 
They die but in their room as they forewarn, 
Wolvp-' shall succeed for teachers, grievous wolves 
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From Hamaih northward to the Desert south 

(Things by their names I cail, thou yet unnamed-; 

From-Hermon, east to the great' western sea ; 

Mount Hermon, yonder sea ; each place behold 

In prospect, as I point them ; on the dbore 

Mount Carmel ; here, the double-founted stream, 

Jordan, true limit eastward ; but his sons' 

Shall dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 

This ponder, that all nations of the Earth 

Shall in his seed be blessed : by that s«ed 

Is meant that great DeUverer, who shall bruise 

The serpent's head ; whereof to thee anon 

Plainlier shall be reveal'd. This patriarch bless'd 

Whom faithful Abraham due time shall calf, 

A son, and of his son a grandchild, leaves ; 

Like him in faith, wisdom, and renown : 

The grandchild, with twelve sons increased, departs 

From Canaam, to a land hereafter callM 

Egypt, divided by the river Nile ; 

See where it flows, disgorging at seven mouths 

Into the sea : to sojourn in that land 

He comes, invited by a younger son 

In time of dearth ; a son, whose worthy deeds 

Raise him to be the second in that realm 

Of Paraoh : there he dies, and leaves his race 

Growing into a nation, and now grown 

Suspected to sequent king, who seeks 

To stop their overgrowth, as inmate guests 

Too numerous ; whence of guests he makes them slave.« 

Inhospitably, and kills their infant males : 

Till by twobrethern (these two brethren call'd 

Moses and Aaron )sent from God to claim 

His people from enthralment, they return, 

With-glory and spoil, back to their promised land 

But first, the lawless tyrant, who denies 

To know their God, or message to regard. 

Must be compelled by signs and judgements dir 



iM^ PARADISE lOST. [fiOOK JCU. 

Last, in the clouds, from Ifeavcn to be revealed 
In glory of the father, to dissolyc 
Satan with his perverted world : then raise 
From the conflagrant mass, purged and refined, 
New Heavens, new Earth, ages of endless date, 
Founded in righteousness, and peace, and love ,- 
To bring fourth fruits, joy and eternal bliss." 

He ended and thus Adam last repUed : 
** How soon hath thy prediction, seer blesst, 
Measured this transient world, the race of time, 
Till time stand'fixM ! Beyond is all abyss. 
Eternity, whose end no eye can reach. 
Greatly instructed I shall hence depart : 
Greatly in peace of thought : and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this vessel can contain ; 
Beyond which was my folly to aspire. 
Thenceforth I learn, that to obey is best, 
Vnd love with fear the only God ; to walk 
As in his presence : ever to observe 
His providence ; and on him sole depend, 
Merciful over all his works, with good 
Still overcoming evil, and by small 
\ccomplishing great things, by things decmM weak 
subverting worldly strong, and worldly wise 
By simply meek : that suffering for truth's sake 
{s fortitude to highest victory, 
And, to the faithful, death the gate of life : 
Caught this by liis c:iani}.'le, wliom I now 
Acknowl<^d«ie my Re(I(;emer everbless'd." 

To whom ♦.hus also the Angel last replied 
• This having Icain'd, thou hast attained tlie sum 
Of wisdom ; hope no higher, though all the stars 
Thou know'st by name, and all the ethereal power"? 
All secrets of the deep, all nature's works, 
Or works of God in Heaven, air, Earth, or sen. 
And all the riches of the world enjoy'dst, 
And all the rule, one empire : only add 
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Deeds to thy knowledge answerable ; add faith, 

Add virtue, patience, temperance : add love, 

By name to come call'd charity, the sou^ 

Of all the rest : then wilt thou not be loath 

To leave this Paradise, but shalt possess 

A Paradise within thee^ happier far. — 

Let us descend now therefore from this top 

Of speculation : for the hour precise 

Exacts our parting hence : and see ! the guards 

By me encamp'd on yonder hill expect 

Tl^eir motion : at whose front a flaming sword, 

In signal of remove, waves fiercely round : 

We may no longer stay : go waken Eve : 

Her also I with gentle dreams have calm'd 

Portending good, and all her spirits composed 

To meek submission tho.u at season fit. 

Let her with thee partake what thou hast heard 

Chiefly what may concern her faith to know, 

The great deliverance by her seed to come 

(Forby the woman's seed) on all mankind : 

That ye may live, which will be many days, 

Both in one frith unanimous, tHougii sad : 

With cause, for evils past ; yet much more clit er'd 

V^th meditation on the happy end." 

He ended, and they both descend the hill ; 
Descended, Adam to the bower, where Eve 
Lay sleeping, ran before ; but found her waked : 
And thus with words not sad she him received : 

" Whence thou tum'st, and whither went'st, I know 
For God is also in sleep : and dreams advise. 
Which he hath sent propitious, some great good 
Presaging, since with sorrow and heart's distress 
Wearied I fell asleep : but now lead on : 
In me is no delay : with thee to go, 
I to stay here J without thee here to nUiy 
Is to go hence unwilling ; thou to me 
Art all things under Heaven, all places thou, 
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Who for my wilful crime art banish'd hence. 
This further consolation yet secure 

1 carry hence ; tjiough all by me is lost, 
Such favour I unworthy am vouchsafedi 
By me the promised seed shall all restore." 

So spake our mother Fve ; and Adan^ heard 
Well pleased but a iswer*d not , for now too high 
The Archangel stood ; and, from the other hiU 
To their fiz*d station, all in bright array 
tke cherubim descended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteors as evening mist 
Risen from a river o'er the marsh glides. 
And gathers ground fast at the labour's heel 
Homeward returning. High in front advanced. 
The brandish'd sword of Grod befbre them blazed, 
Fierce as a comet ; which wit^torrid heat 
And vapour,, as the Lybian air liSust, 
Began to parch that temperate clime ; whereat 
In either hand the hastening Angel caught 
Our lingering parents, and to the eastern gaiiT 
Led them direct and down the clifis first 
To the subjected plain , then disappcar'd. 

They, looking back, all the eastern side belield 
Of Paradise so late tiieir happy seat, 
Waved over by that flaming brand ; the gate 
With dreadful faces thronged, and fiery arms ; 
Some natural tears they dropp'd, but wiped them soon ; 
The world was all before them, where to choose 
Their place of rest and providence their guide : 
They, hand in hand, with wandering steps and slow 
Through Eden took their solitary way. 
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